1998 ford explorer door panel removal

If you need to replace the speakers in your Ford Explorer or replace a power window motor or
door lock switch, you will first need to remove the interior door panel to access these
components. The Ford Explorer door panel is attached in the same manner as on most other
vehicles: with a series of plastic clips around the perimeter. Before you simply pop the door
panel off, there are several steps to take and items to remove. Gather tools and park your
Explorer in a well-lit location. You will be working with electrical components, so disconnect the
negative battery cable for safety. Use the trim panel tool or flathead screwdriver to pry off the
small trim panel surrounding the interior door handle. Once the trim panel is unclipped, pull the
handle towards you to slide the panel around it. Use the Phillips screwdriver to remove the two
mounting screws beneath the door panel armrest. Pry the edges of the door panel from the
interior part of the door. Insert the trim panel tool or the flathead screwdriver to do this. The
door panel is attached by several clips. When tugged, the panel will pop free from the clips
mounted to the door panel. Pull the door panel up to separate it from the power window control
switch panel. Disconnect the electrical connection to remove the power window switch panel, if
desired. Unhook the power mirror switch connection from the door panel if equipped and the
connection for the door panel courtesy light. Leonardo R. Grabkowski has been writing
professionally for more than four years. Grabkowski attended college in Oregon. He builds
websites on the side and has a slight obsession with Drupal, Joomla and Wordpress. Step 1
Gather tools and park your Explorer in a well-lit location. Step 2 Use the trim panel tool or
flathead screwdriver to pry off the small trim panel surrounding the interior door handle. Step 3
Use the Phillips screwdriver to remove the two mounting screws beneath the door panel
armrest. Step 4 Pry the edges of the door panel from the interior part of the door. Step 5 Pull the
door panel up to separate it from the power window control switch panel. References Body
Shop Zone. If you are removing the door panel to access the power window motor, make sure
the window is fully raised. Since the Ford Explorer shares most of its components with the
Mercury Mountaineer and the Ford Sportrac, removing the door panel in these vehicles will be
very similar. Pliers Trim panel tool or flathead screwdriver Phillips screwdriver. If the window
regulator, window motor, door lock actuator, latch or any other internal door component in your
Ford Expedition is malfunctioning, you will need to remove the door panels before you can
address the problem. You should always use care when removing interior trim, as it can break
easily and is often expensive to replace. Anyone with basic automotive repair experience can
take off the Ford Expedition's door panels in less than a half hour. Pry the window switch bezel
off the door panel, using the trim tool. You can purchase a trim tool at just about any
automotive parts retailer for a minimal price. Unplug the window and door lock switch wiring
harnesses from the underside of the switches by hand. Pry the front, upper triangular trim piece
off the inner A-pillar, using the trim tool. Remove the screw located behind the triangular trim,
using the Philips screwdriver. Pry the small trim cover out from behind the inner door handle,
using the pocket screwdriver there is a slot in the trailing edge of the panel where you can
insert the screwdriver tip for removal purposes. Remove the screw located behind the window
switch bezel, using the Philips screwdriver. Pry the courtesy light lens, located at the lower rear
corner of the panel, with the trim tool. Remove the screw located behind the lens, using the
Philips screwdriver. Lift the door panel up and off the door. Disconnect the courtesy light bulb
wiring from the socket before moving the panel away from the door. Allen Moore's career
includes awards in poetry and creative fiction, published lyrics, fiction books and nonfiction
articles as well as a master certification in automotive service from the Ford Motor Company.
Moore is a contributing writer for RF Step 1 Pry the window switch bezel off the door panel,
using the trim tool. Step 2 Unplug the window and door lock switch wiring harnesses from the
underside of the switches by hand. Step 3 Pry the front, upper triangular trim piece off the inner
A-pillar, using the trim tool. Step 4 Remove the screw located behind the triangular trim, using
the Philips screwdriver. Step 5 Pry the small trim cover out from behind the inner door handle,
using the pocket screwdriver there is a slot in the trailing edge of the panel where you can
insert the screwdriver tip for removal purposes. Step 6 Remove the screw located behind the
window switch bezel, using the Philips screwdriver. Step 7 Pry the courtesy light lens, located
at the lower rear corner of the panel, with the trim tool. Pry the mirror switch out of the door and
disconnect the switch by hand. Trim tool Philips screwdriver Pocket screwdriver. FordNut
answered 5 years ago. The entire door? There are bolts on hinges.. Be careful with glass. OJ
answered 5 years ago. Also, take a sharpie pen and trace the outline of the hinge before you
take it off. Also, remove the bottom hinge bolts first and either prop up the door from
underneath or have someone hold it level. If you bend the bottom hinge by removing the top
bolts first you'll have a nightmare getting the door lined up correct. Guru6K93N answered 10
months ago. I bought a Ford Explorer and I'm trying to change the tranny filter, only problem is
this particular model was made with two catalytic converters. One is on the side of pan, which is

fine I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not
express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or
approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if
CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your
Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related Questions. Start a new Ford Explorer question.
Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple, secure transaction. Get Started. Search Ford Explorer
Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used
Cars for Sale. I need to remove this panel to replace a latch bolted to the outside of the door.
How to I remove this panel without damaging it? OJ answered 6 years ago. Will the hatch open?
A locksmith with a slim jim could probably do it, depending on what is broken inside the door.
Bhhead answered 6 years ago. The hatch opens and closes as the other latch still operates. I
don't want to damage popping off the molded plastic interior. Does it pop at the top and lift out,
or just pop off directly? I hate to experiment with a crow bar without knowing where the clips
are. Thx, Brian. Some models have a few screws, some use all plastic rivets. If your liftgate has
an electric opener or electric mechanism disconnect the negative side of the battery. On my
daughter's 99 I can see six plastic rivets. Four along the top of the trim panel and one on each
side of the window about half way down. If the liftgate has a lock knob, gently pry it up, there
may be a screw underneath. If you have a strap type handle, or regular handle inside, remove
the screws. I have found using a one inch metal puddy knife works best. Slide the blade
between the trim panel and the metal portion of the door. Slide it along until you reach an
obstruction preventing the blade from moving. If the blade is stiff enough you should be able to
pry the rivet out. Work your way around the perimeter. As the panel loosens there will always be
one or two more catches holding it in place, but you should be able to see, at that point, what is
holding them. When all are out it should come straight off. The handle to my rear hatch is rusted
out and I can't open the hatch. Is there a way to open this from the inside and replace the handle
or jerry rig it? I had to remove dome light bulbs. Is there an adjustment to the door? Drivers side
of rear door seems to be tight but pass Just recently, when I lift the latch on my 98 Explorer, the
locks at either end of the tailgate "clank" loudly. I've tried WD; it continues. There's no difficulty
opening; it just makes this disr I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not
endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be
considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of
Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Removal
of interior rear hatch panel. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo
optional. Related Questions. Start a new Ford Explorer question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a
simple, secure transaction. Get Started. Search Ford Explorer Questions. CarGurus Experts.
Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. Asked by Wiki
User. KrazyWhiteGirl posted this answer in another question format, thanks girl! Go to Thanks
to KrazyWhiteGirl for posting this answer in another question format. The kick panels are the
plastic interior trim panels in front of the drivers and passenger doors by your feet The kick
panels are the plastic interior trim panels in front of the drivers and passenger doors by your
feet. Remove the visible screws on the panel. Remove the screw and interior door handle cup.
Tap the panel upward. Onece it is lifted staight up off the door remove the wiring connections
for mirror and windows. Crowbar and block and tackle. Is door ajar light on also? If your talking
about the door speakers then you will have to remove the door panels to get to the speakers. To
remove the headliner on the Ford Escort, first remove both of the visors by removing their
screws. Then, remove the trim from around the edges of the interior roof. Then, pull the
headliner down from the ceiling. See linke below No, the door on a Ford Explorer will not fit a
Ford Explorer. No you will have to remove the fuel tank in order to get to the electric fuel pump.
Push the center of the upper dash up towards the windshield. The two side panels can then be
lifted up from the center. The lower panels of the dash are attached by Torx screws which can
be removed as well. If the panels are like the 95 and 96 models, you don't need to remove door
panels Start with the top of the grill and pull gently downward. There are metal clips on the
cover and plastic hooks to the side which all hold it in place. Slow and careful is the name of the
game here. There are two catalytic converters on the ford explorer. A Ford Explorer uses
refrigerant a. HDF Explorer was created in No , a Ford Explorer has shock absorbers front and
rear. Ask Question. American Cars. Ford Explorer. Ford Expedition XLT. Ford F See Answer.
Top Answer. Wiki User Answered Related Questions. How do you remove a fan blade from a
Ford Explorer? Where is the kickpanel located on a Ford Ranger? How do you remove the
interior door panels of a Chevrolet Monte Carlo? How do you remove the door panels in a
Impreza Outback? What is wrong when my Ford explorer interior lights blink? How do you
remove rear speaker covers on a Ford Expedition? How do you remove the oil pan on a ford
explorer 4x4? How do you replace the front door locks on an Eddie Bauer explorer? What are

the factory interior colors for the ford explorer? How do you remove the dash panels to install a
new deck radio in a Chevy silverado ? How do you remove a ford escort headliner? How do you
remove the door on a ford explorer? How do you remove the door panels on a for crown
Victoria? How do you remove the front door panels in a Saturn SL2 to repalce speakers? How
do you remove the door panels on a Plymouth Voyager? Will a door on Ford Explorer 2door fit
on a Ford Explorer? Can you get to the fuel pump from inside on a ford explorer sport? What
are wheel specs on Ford Explorer? How do you remove dashboard of a VW Beetle? How do you
remove the front door panels on a Toyota T Extended Cab to replace speakers? How many
catalytic converters on a Ford Explorer? What Kind of Freon does a Ford Explorer take? When
was HDF Explorer created? Does the Ford Explorer have both shocks and struts? Ford Explorer
? Asked By Wiki User. Who would you swap lives with for a day? Asked By Fletcher Altenwerth.
Is silence a sound? Asked By Ciara Parker. How many times does 30 go into ? What times 10
equals to ? Give me food and I will live give me water and I will die what am I? How old is
Danielle cohn? Hottest Questions How did chickenpox get its name? When did organ music
become associated with baseball? Asked By Curt Eichmann. How can you cut an onion without
crying? Asked By Leland Grant. Why don't libraries smell like bookstores? Asked By Veronica
Wilkinson. How long will the footprints on the moon last? Asked By Daija Kreiger. Do animals
name each other? Asked By Danika Abbott. Who is the longest reigning WWE Champion of all
time? Asked By Consuelo Hauck. What was the first TV dinner? Asked By Roslyn Walter.
Previously Viewed How do you remove interior door panels on Ford Explorer? Unanswered
Questions How did Jose rizals parents raise their children? Slum children at play by Ruskin
Bond summary? What is conflict of the story of the two brothers? Mga positibo at negatibong
epekto ng pananakop ng hapon sa Pilipinas? What does the quote ambition can creep as well
as soar mean? What happens when heat energy is not properly used and handled? What is
mission statement of capitec bank? All Rights Reserved. The material on this site can not be
reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with prior written
permission of Multiply. The most recently reported issues are listed below. The contact owns a
Ford Explorer. The contact stated that when the vehicle was parked, the front passenger side
door did not open from the inside or outside. The contact stated that the passenger had to climb
over and go out of the front driver's side door. The vehicle was not taken to a dealer. The
vehicle was not diagnosed or repaired. The manufacturer was not made aware of the failure. The
approximate failure mileage was , The contact stated that he could not open the driver side door
from the inside or outside. The door handle would not respond to any movement and the door
would not unlock. The manufacturer has not been notified. The purchase date was unknown.
The current mileage was , and failure mileage was , All locking door mechanism's have failed
and I have spent money to repair them. The rear hatch lock is no longer operating unless the
key is in the lock and then, only sporadically. The driver's side handle, has broken off twice and
been replaced twice. I was unable to open the door with the engine was off, thereby effectively
"trapping" me in the vehicle. In an emergency, I would not have been able to exit the car and
remove myself from any potential danger. In order to exit the car, I had two options, either climb
out over the center console or put the key back in the ignition, turn on the vehicle, lower the
power window and open the car from the outside, I opted for the second solution until I was
able to order a second new door handle and replace it. This is a very dangerous safely hazard.
What happens when this vehicle is in a accident or starts fir and passengers can't get out.
Should be recalled. The door locks felt loose, while the door is manually unlocked, prior to each
failure. The rear left door will not unlock from the inside or outside of the door. The rear right
door failed to unlock from the outside, and the rear hatch failed to unlock on an intermittent
basis. The service dealer and manufacturer have not been contacted. Normal operation; a the
drivers door latch failed in the locked position. As a result, the door could not be unlocked or
opened by normal means. The door was finally opened after the door panel was removed
allowing the latch to be unlocked by reaching a hand inside the door. The failure is a broken
spring. The failure resulted in an internal lever interfering with the lock portion of the latch
during the unlock attempts. I have not repaired the failure as of this date. I have the failed item a
spring. The vehicle was taken to an independent mechanic who determined that it was an
internal problem that caused the door to stay jammed. No repairs had been made. The contact
stated all four doors were shut and will not open. The two front doors will unlock with the key,
but they could not be pulled open. The contact took the vehicle to an auto repair shop for
inspection, and the service repairman determined that the linkages on the inside of the doors
were worn out and would have to be replaced. The manufacturer was contacted. They offered
no free remedy. No repair has been made due to the excessive cost. Driver door won't unlock.
Key won't unlock it can't pull up on pluncher. And inside door handle won't open door. Door is
just stuck locked. Have to crawl out window or go out passenger door. What would I do if I had

to get out fast. I read on web sites, its a spring that every one is having trouble with. And its the
same door. I found out about the door problems from offroadexchange. In order to unlock the
door you must press either the remote or the interior unlock button 10 to 15 times. In addition to
being very inconvenient, this could cause a serious problem if the driver is not able to exit the
vehicle quickly in an emergency. The left front door would not lock or unlock. The consumer
noticed on more than on occasion that the problem would occur. The consumer has contacted
the dealer for appointment. Please fill in additional information. Driver door won't open on my
eddie baur Explorer. Door lock stuck shut. Safety issue!. Inner door locking mechanism failed
due to a small spring breaking. The result is that the door effected drivers door in this case will
not open from the inside or outside. Thus, trapping a person in the event that an exit must be
made quickly. A replacement part has been purchased and I am in the process of replacing the
damaged piece. The damaged piece will be available. Driver's side door lock and latch no longer
work and prevent door from opening. This creates a very hazardous situation for driver who
now cannot exit vehicle reliably in the event of an accident or fire. Door lock no longer resounds
to remote keyless entry, outside key, nor inside door handle. Only after repeated attempts to
pull on tapered door knob while repeatedly pressing internal electric door unlock button will
driver's door sometimes become unlocked and then the door can be opened. None of the other
doors to the vehicle 4 door plus rear hatch have similar problem. This problem has been
reported previously to through NHTSA by numerous other Ford Explorer owners, yet apparently
no recall has yet been issued for this problem. Car was taken to the vista Ford dealer on
November 28, for a safety check and warranty repair of bolt in driver's seat. Repair not
performed. Vehicle remains in hazardous condition. The locking mechanism automatically
locked, and unlocked by itself. The key worked intermittently. Sometimes when the consumer
was inside the vehicle she could not get out or she got out, but could not get in. Keys do not
work on drivers side door. The consumer broke the door latch trying to get out of the vehicle.
The left driver's side door's lock broke. Once inside the vehicle passenger could not get out of
the vehicle. The door had to be opened from the outside. I can't open my driver's side door of
my Ford Explorer from either the outside of inside. The power locks don't open and the door
should still open from the inside even if it is locked and it doesn't. This is a huge safety issue. I
am going to my own mechanic to see if he can fix this problem. Until then I can't drive the car
because it is unsafe. Driver's side door will not open. The door will not reliably unlock. Power
lock actuator works fine. Broken spring inside of latch mechnism. Drivers side door does not
unlock nor open from inside. Possible safty hazard if must exit vehicle in emergency. Doors
have a safety issue in which they cannot be locked because they can only be unlocked from the
inside. The keys nor the remote can unlock the doors from the outside. Dealership indicated
that the doors were frozen, and it was not their problem. When the vehicle was parked or
running, the front driver and passenger door would not unlock. The dealerships mechanic was
notified, but did not resolve the problem. Driver's side door did not unlock. The power door
locks are malfunctioning on my Ford Explorer. The expolanation is that "water, dirt and stuff get
in there". This is the seciond such incident. Consumer states he cannot get into his truck
because the driver side latch is broken. He has not received a recall but think this should be a
safety issue. The driver side door lock is inoperable and the door cannot be opened. The
dealership is aware of the p
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roblem. Driver's side door will not lock or unlock from outside or inside. Consumer is forced to
climb in and out through passenger's side. Manually, lock can not be pulled up to get out.
Dealer was notified. Please provide more information. Driver's side front door does not lock
properly. Problem is intermittent. Please provide any further information. When consumer turns
on heat it is out of control heat gets hotter and hotter. When she turns air conditioning on cold
air is cold for a moment, and then heat comes on while air conditioning is running. Dealership is
aware of problem. Lock broke on drivers door and was repaired. Drivers side door doesn't lock.
Door panel was removed and power motor for lock was replaced. Car Problems. Door Latch
problem 1. Door Latch problem 2. Door Latch problem 3. Door Latch problem 4. Door Latch
problem 5. Door Latch problem 6. Door Latch problem 7. Door Latch problem 8. Door Latch
problem 9. Door Latch problem Door Latch problems Hood Latch problems.

