2001 dodge dakota ignition switch

Last Updated: June 17, References Approved. This article was co-authored by Jason
Shackelford. Jason Shackelford is the Owner of Stingray Auto Repair, a family owned and
operated auto repair shop with locations in Seattle and Redmond, Washington. There are 15
references cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has
been viewed , times. A faulty ignition switch in your vehicle can cause several problems ranging
from your car stalling and all lights going dark to the radio not working unless the key is
wiggled from side to side. You should consult an application specific repair manual before
starting this project on your own. To replace an ignition switch, you'll need to either have your
old switch rebuilt by a dealership so you can keep your old keys or purchase a new switch from
a dealership and get a new set of keys. Either way, you should remove your old ignition switch
by taking out your vehicle's steering wheel and ignition module cover, inserting the key and
turning it to the accessory position, and then sliding out the switch. Once the old switch is out,
you can slide the new or rebuilt one into the hole on the steering column and reassemble the
dashboard. To learn how to remove a steering wheel and ignition module cover, keep reading!
Did this summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the world
continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us
to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our
work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private
browsers. Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an
account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree
to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article
Explore this Article parts. Tips and Warnings. Things You'll Need. Related Articles. Article
Summary. Part 1 of Disconnect the negative terminal on the battery. Locate the battery in the
engine bay or trunk of your vehicle. Use an appropriate sized wrench to loosen the nut holding
the cable on the negative - terminal and then slide it off the post. Remove the trim around the
steering wheel. There are likely a number of plastic trim pieces between you and the ignition
switch. Remove them carefully by either popping them off of their plastic clips or removing the
screws and bolts that hold those pieces in place. In some vehicles, you may be able to replace
the ignition switch without removing the steering wheel. Refer to a vehicle specific repair
manual for guidance on how to safely remove your steering wheel from the vehicle. You can
purchase vehicle specific repair manuals at your local auto parts store. On some vehicles, you'll
need a special tool called a steering wheel puller to remove it. Release the clips on the ignition
module cover. There may be a plastic cover surrounding the ignition module in your vehicle. Set
it aside someplace safe until you need to reassemble the dash. Part 2 of The ignition switch
needs to be set to the accessory position before you can release it from the ignition module.
Press the release pin inside the hole on the ignition module with a screwdriver. Insert the
screwdriver into the hole to press down on the release pin inside. Slide the ignition switch out.
With the release pin pressed, pull the ignition switch straight out of its place beneath the
steering wheel. Have your ignition switch rebuilt if you want to keep the same keys. Some
dealerships will rebuild your existing ignition switch if you would rather not have to switch
ignition keys. Rebuilding your switch can vary in price based on the application and may not
always be available. The only real benefit of a rebuilt switch is not having to use new keys. In
that case, you will need to get a new switch from a manufacturer specific dealership that will
also provide you with new ignition keys to match. Provide the dealership with the year, make,
and model of your vehicle along with the VIN number to be sure to get the right part. Part 3 of
The same release pin that stopped the switch from coming out now needs to be pressed in so
you can slide the switch into place inside the ignition module. Just press it down with your
thumb. Slide the ignition switch into its hole. The new or rebuilt switch should slide easily back
into its hole on the steering column. Align the shape of the cylinder and the location of the
release pin with the coinciding grooves in the ignition module. Keep pressing it in until you hear
the click of the release pin setting into place inside the steering column. You may need to push
in on the switch a little to make it click into place. Reconnect the battery and test the new
switch. Reconnect the cable to the negative - terminal on the battery, then insert the key into the
ignition and turn it to start the vehicle. Shut the engine off if it starts and disconnect the battery
again. Now that you know the new ignition switch works, you can set about re-assembling your
interior. Remove the cable from the negative terminal on the battery for safety while you work.
Put the dash back together in the opposite order of how it came apart. Dashboards are
notorious for the use of overlapping plastic. Start by installing the last parts your removed and
go backwards from there. If you find yourself having trouble getting the pieces to fit back
together properly, refer to a vehicle specific repair manual for help. Reconnect the battery. With
the dashboard completely assembled and the new ignition switch working, reconnect the cable
to the negative - terminal on the battery and tighten it with the right sized wrench. The pins are

stuck. If you spray WD into the key hole and then push the key in and out, wiping the dirt from
the key, the pins will free up. Repeat until the key comes out fairly clean. Not Helpful 9 Helpful
Replacing a switch is not that hard. Buy a new switch, then slowly jiggle the old one out. You
can use an old key, but if you don't have that, get something small and hard. Not Helpful 10
Helpful What might happen if I don't disconnect a battery when changing the ignition switch?
Not Helpful 6 Helpful What do I do if the ignition switch won't go all the way back in the
cylinder? Unplug the gear selector in the back. Then put in the cylinder. Make sure the key
shuts off and remove it, then put back the gear indicator cable. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 3. Yes, but
keep in mind that the computer might need to be reprogrammed, depending on the model. It's
required to get a key replacement from manufacturer. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 2. You could try
spraying some WD40 down in the hole and a bit on the key, then inserting the key and turning it
again. Also, make sure your tires aren't locked. I have an old VW buggy and the wheels lock,
and you have to jiggle the key while turning the wheel to unlock both, the switch and the
wheels. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 0. How can I tell if a failed ignition switch is causing my car to fail
to start? Alexander Hollings. The most common signs of a failed ignition switch are the car
suddenly turning off while you drive, or starting and then the key fails to stay in the "on"
position. Not Helpful 2 Helpful 1. Check that all wiring to and around the key cylinder are
properly seated. Turn off the key, remove it and wait a few minutes. Turn the key to the On
position just before start and after accessory. Look at the dashboard lights to see if the word
"security" is on and flashing. If not, the car will start. If, however, "security" is on and flashing,
then the computer must be reset by disconnecting the negative cable on the battery for about
10 minutes. Then reconnect the cable, turn the key to On and wait about 3 minutes for the
computer to reboot and then the car will start. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 3. WD40 or graphite sprayed
into the lock is best. Then insert the key in and out a few times to distribute to the lock pins. Not
Helpful 2 Helpful 2. Unanswered Questions. How do I replace the ignition barrel on a vehicle?
What tool do I need to remove the panel beneath my steering wheel so that I can replace the
ignition lock cylinder? How do I replace an ignition switch if I don't have the key to the old one?
The key is broken in ignition switch. What should I do? Include your email address to get a
message when this question is answered. Not all steering assemblies are the same. Check your
owner's manual to find the parts mentioned and how to disassemble them on your particular
vehicle. Helpful 1 Not Helpful 0. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 6. About
This Article. Co-authored by:. Jason Shackelford. Co-authors: Updated: June 17, Categories:
Car Batteries and Ignitions. Article Summary X To replace an ignition switch, you'll need to
either have your old switch rebuilt by a dealership so you can keep your old keys or purchase a
new switch from a dealership and get a new set of keys. Italiano: Sostituire un Interruttore di
Accensione. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read , times. Reader
Success Stories Anonymous Jun 29, Edson Kanani Nov 17, Anonymous Oct 31, More reader
stories Hide reader stories. Did this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By
continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Anonymous Jun 29, Share yours!
More success stories Hide success stories. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are
agreeing to receive emails according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. Ready for a personal
style upgrade? Discover your look! Take the Course. X Help us do more We've been helping
billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade.
Let's do this! Dodge Dakota owners have reported 10 problems related to ignition switch under
the electrical system category. The most recently reported issues are listed below. Tl the
contact owns a Dodge Dakota. When the contact placed the key in the ignition and started the
engine, the key would come out and the steering wheel seized. The contact had to use
excessive strength to turn the vehicle and the check engine indicator illuminated. The vehicle
was not repaired. The manufacturer was not made aware of the failure. The failure mileage was ,
See all problems of the Dodge Dakota. The contact owns a Dodge Dakota. While driving
approximately 55 mph, the vehicle stalled without warning. The vehicle was able to be restarted.
The vehicle was taken to a mechanic who stated that the ignition switch needed to be replaced.
The manufacturer was not notified. While driving approximately 35 mph, the vehicle stalled
without warning. The dealer stated that the ignition switch was faulty. The VIN was unavailable.
The approximate failure mileage was , While the vehicle is in the running and operational
position, aka driving down the road, the key can be removed, by simply pulling it out of the
ignition, and the vehicle will remain running, and then there is no way to shut the vehicle off.
The ignition switch has been faulty since I bought the vehicle. I am amazed no one has been
injured, and even more surprised no recalls for this issue. Also, upon starting the vehicle, the
key would not turn the ignition switch. The dealer determined the switch needed to be replaced.
The contact removed the switch and cleaned it with no further problems. The dealer determined
there was a vacuum leak. The wheel cylinder locked up. I started my vehicle and then left it to

clear snow from its exterior. The vehicle locked me out. I was at home and got the spare key to
let myself in. While I was driving, the vehicle repeatedly locked and unlocked the doors by itself.
This has continued, and the vehicle also now locks and unlocks even when the key is not in the
ignition. Consumer states vehicle special ordered with power windows and locks stalled out 3
times. Dealer replaced blown ignition fuse, replaced fuse that shorten relating to the installation
of the power windows and locks and replaced a mis-routed wiring in the ignition switch. In
addition, the electric locks do not work, and the light switch must be jiggled in order to turn the
lights off. Consumer is requesting replacement of another Dakota slt model. While parked in
garage turned on ignition switch, within second a loud explosion came from under hood. After
opening hood noticed top of battery was shattered, and engine compartment was covered with
acid. Provide any further details on this matter. Consumer had turned off ignition with key still
in switch. Vehicle failed to turn off. Would idle when vehicle first turned on. Would keep stalling
out if not high idling. Would keep pressing accelerator pedal to slow it down. Been to dealer at
least 5 times for problem that's not solvable. The position of the ignition switch is located too
close to steering wheel. Point of extra keys dangling from key ring can swing and become
lodged in hole in back of steering wheel during left hand turn. End result is steering locked and
subsequent loss of vehicle control. Manufacturer should be made to plug holes on back side of
steering wheel. I have had this happen to me and problem can easily be duplicated. I have
temporarily put duct tape over holes to prevent this from happening again. Car Problems.
Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 1. Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 2.
Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 3. Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 4.
Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 5. Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 6.
Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 7. Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 8.
Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota 9. Ignition Switch problem of the Dodge Dakota
Electrical System problems. Wiring problems. Dash Wiring problems. Horn Assembly problems.
Ignition problems. Underhood Wiring problems. Ignition Module problems. Fuses And Circuit
Breaker problems. Instrument Panel problems. One of the most time consuming tasks with
installing an after market car alarm, car security, car remote start, automatic remote starter,
shock sensor, tilt sensor, car alarm sensor or any auto alarm is identifying the correct color car
security wires for a Dodge Dakota headlight bulb size you need for your low beam or high beam
and save time. Also, find your other car light bulb sizes including your fog light, reverse light,
turn signal, brake light and more. The Modified Life staff has taken all its Dodge Dakota car
alarm wiring diagrams, Dodge Dakota car security wiring diagrams, Dodge Dakota car alarm
wire diagrams, Dodge Dakota car security wiring schematics, Dodge Dakota car security
diagrams, Dodge Dakota remote starter wiring diagrams and cataloged them online for our
visitors to use for free. Our automotive wiring diagrams allow you to enjoy your new auto
security electronics rather than spend countless hours trying to figure out which wires goes
where. Use of the wiring information is at your own risk. Always verify all wires, wire colors and
diagrams before applying any information found here to your Dodge Dakota. If you would like to
help the Modified Life community by adding a car security wire schematic, car alarm wire
diagram, car remote starter wire diagram, auto remote starter wire diagram or auto security wire
diagram to our resource, please feel free to post any additional car wiring information about the
Dodge Dakota on this page. The ignition 3 wire must be isolated using a relay to prevent the
check engine light from turning on during remote starting. The CTM central timer module is
located in the drivers kick panel. This vehicle uses a 1-wire door locking system, lock requires a
- negative through a ohm resistor and unlock requires a - negative through a ohm resistor,
some units will also require 2 extra relays. When connecting to an alarm system, use all wires
and diode isolate. Tachometer Wire Negative Wire - : On the 2. On the 4. Your email address will
not be published. Skip to content. Adding More Information If you would like to help the
Modified Life community by adding a car security wire schematic, car alarm wire diagram, car
remote starter wire diagram, auto remote starter wire diagram or auto security wire diagram to
our resource, please feel free to post any additional car wiring information about the Dodge
Dakota on this page. Leave a Comment Cancel Reply Your email address will not be published.
Follow Us. Copyright by ModifiedLife. Be the first to write a review. This listing is for part or
sub-assembly number given below only. This switch will show a lot of grime and dust. Please
check all pictures carefully for the best view of the item's condition. It will also fit a variety of
other Dodge and Jeep models, please see the fitment guide above. Same Day Shipping applies
to purchases made Monday - Friday. Purchases made after 2pm Friday and anytime on Saturday
or Sunday will ship out Monday morning. Thanks for looking. Feel free to ask any questions that
you might have and be sure to check our other listings for Dodge truck parts! Check our
feedback rating and buy with confidence! Stock YR Skip to main content. Email to friends Share
on Facebook - opens in a new window or tab Share on Twitter - opens in a new window or tab

Share on Pinterest - opens in a new window or tab. Add to Watchlist. People who viewed this
item also viewed. Showing Slide 1 of 1 - Carousel. Check if this part fits your vehicle. Picture
Information. Mouse over to Zoom - Click to enlarge. Get the item you ordered or get your money
back. Learn more - eBay Money Back Guarantee - opens in new window or tab. Contact seller.
Visit store. See other items More See all. Item Information Condition:. Read more. Sign in to
check out Check out as guest. Make Offer. Resume making your offer , if the page does not
update immediately. Add to Watchlist Remove from watch list. Watch list is full. Same day
Shipping. Longtime Member. This amount is subject to change until you make payment. For
additional information, see the Global Shipping Program terms and conditions - opens in a new
window or tab. Item location:. Bowling Green, Kentucky, United States. Ships to:. United States
and many other countries See details. For additional information, see the Global Shipping
Program terms and conditions - opens in a new window or tab This amount includes applicable
customs duties, taxes, brokerage and other fees. Estimated between Sat. Delivery times may
vary, especially during peak periods. Any international shipping and import charges are paid in
part to Pitney Bowes Inc. Learn More - opens in a new window or tab International shipping and
import charges paid to Pitney Bowes Inc. Learn More - opens in a new window or tab Any
international shipping and import charges are paid in part to Pitney Bowes Inc. Learn More opens in a new window or tab Any international shipping is paid in part to Pitney Bowes Inc.
Learn More - opens in a new window or tab. Sponsored items from this seller. Showing Slide 1
of 2 - Carousel. Report item - opens in a new window or tab. This translation tool is for your
convenience only. The accuracy and accessibility of the resulting translation is not guaranteed.
Note: The accuracy and accessibility of the resulting translation is not guaranteed. Seller
assumes all responsibility for this listing. My Garage. Go to My Garage. Please wait. We were
unable to complete your request. Please try again later. This part is not compatible with this.
Compatibility information is not available for this item. Oops, something went wrong. This part
is compatible with below vehicle s. This part is compatible with below vehicle s matching this. A
quantity of 2 is recommended. Please see all pictures for the best description of item's
condition. Search within store. Items purchased before 2pm will ship out the same day.
Shipping and handling. This item will ship to Ukraine , but the seller has not specified shipping
options. Contact the seller - opens in a new window or tab and request a shipping method to
your location. Shipping cost cannot be calculated. Please enter a valid ZIP Code. No additional
import charges at delivery! This item will be shipped through the Global Shipping Program and
includes international tracking. Learn more - opens in a new window or tab. There are 1 items
available. Please enter a number less than or equal to 1. Select a valid country. Please enter 5 or
9 numbers for the ZIP Code. Taxes may be applicable at checkout. Learn more. Return policy.
No returns or exchanges, but item is covered by the eBay Money Back Guarantee - opens in a
new window or tab. Payment details. Payment methods. Back to home page. Listed in category:.
Email to friends Share on Facebook - opens in a new window or tab Share on Twitter - opens in
a new window or tab Share on Pinterest - opens in a new window or tab Add to Watchlist. Image
not available Photos not available for this variation. International Priority Shipping. Fuse box
diagram fuse layout , location and assignment of fuses and relays Dodge Dakota , , , , To check
a fuse, look at the silver-colored band inside the fuse. If the band is broken or melted, replace
the fuse. Be sure to replace a bad fuse with a new one of the identical size and rating. Fuses of
the same amperage can be temporarily borrowed from another fuse location if a fuse goes out.
Replace the fuse as soon as possible. Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the
website to function properly. This category only includes cookies that ensures basic
functionalities and security features of the website. These cookies do not store any personal
information. Any cookies that may not be particularly necessary for the website to function and
is used specifically to collect user personal data via analytics, ads, other embedded contents
are termed as non-necessary cookies. It is mandatory to procure user consent prior to running
these cookies on your website. When replacing a blown fuse, it is important to use only a fuse
having the correct amperage rating. The use of a fuse with a rating other than indicated may
result in a dang
free diy repair manuals
where is the fuse box on a 2004 lincoln navigator
federal pacific buck boost transformer wiring diagram
erous electrical system overload. If a properly rated fuse continues to blow, it indicates a
problem in the circuit that must be corrected. Main Page. This website uses cookies to improve
your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Close
Privacy Overview This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate
through the website. Out of these cookies, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are

stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the
website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this
website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the
option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may have an effect
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