2002 altima headlights

Driving with a busted or broken Nissan Altima headlight is a hassle and is probably not legal.
Luckily, you can easily resolve this issue by getting a new Nissan Altima headlight here at
CarParts. Check out our selection and order your Nissan Altima headlights today. Common
Issues behind Nissan Altima Headlight Assembly Defects Placed at the front of your Nissan
Altima, the auto's headlight assembly is engineered not only for optimum lighting but also for
improved resilience to external elements and extreme weather conditions. However, constant
exposure to these unwanted elements can take its toll on the auto's headlights. This could soon
cause all sorts of lighting and safety issues to your vehicle. If you think you have a faulty
headlight assembly, then you had better perform some troubleshooting. Listed below are some
common issues that are encountered with Nissan Altima headlight assemblies. A possible
reason behind flickering headlights is a failing charging system, or it could also be a faulty
headlight assembly. You can easily diagnose this by taking a look at your car's fuse panel,
which is located under the steering column. You see, frayed or damaged wirings may cause the
headlights to flicker. Alternately, you can check the hood for damaged wiring that runs to the
headlights. If this is not the case, then you may proceed to check the tension on the alternator
belt. A defect in the alternator belt causes the car to run low in RPMs, which then causes the
headlights to waver. If you have been recently experiencing a sudden decrease in the
headlight's brilliance, but your lamps have just been recently replaced, then check the headlight
cover for indications of fogging or moisture. This lamp defect is easy to detect because of the
change of headlight color. You see, the moisture build up is caused by cracks or sealant loss.
When the headlight housings are short of sealant, the condensation settles in and affects the
lighting performance of your car. So be sure to check for any sealant issues and cracks when
troubleshooting for headlight assembly problems. When replacing or inspecting your car's
headlights, be sure to wear rubber gloves. In fact, failing to wear them causes the headlights to
wear at an earlier rate. This is because the oil from the skin reacts to the bulbs' lighting system
and will eventually increase the rate of the headlight's expiration. Headlights are the front-facing
lights on your vehicle. It illuminates the road to help you drive safely in the dark. The Nissan
Altima typically comes with projector headlights. The bulb in a projector headlight is mounted
inside a metal bowl which reflects light through a magnified mirror. This sends a more focused
beam of light onto the road. Prices depend on the type of bulb and components included in the
assembly. The Nissan Altima made its debut in as a continuation of the Nissan Bluebird line.
Today, it is offered in different trims and powertrains and continues to be a competitive
contender in the mid-size sedan segment. Just like any other vehicle, one important feature of
the Nissan Altima is its automotive lighting. Headlights, sometimes called headlamps, are the
lights you see in the front fascia of your vehicle. The main purpose of a headlight is to
illuminate the road to help you drive safely in the dark. These lights also make your car visible
to other drivers on the road. The bulb in a projector headlight is mounted inside a projector
bowl which reflects light through a magnified mirror. Unlike the standard dual-beam headlight
design which features two bulbs, a projector headlight makes use of only one bulb. A Nissan
Altima 3. Older models come with halogen headlights. Depending on the type of headlight
installed in your car, you always have the option to upgrade to newer technology such as LED
or HID. Halogen headlights are popular because of their affordability. It uses halogen gas mixed
with tungsten-halogen filaments to generate a fairly bright light. It tends to produce a great
amount of heat when producing light, making it consume more energy in the process. HID or
High-Intensity Discharge lighting produces light using an electric current that passes through a
metal vapor. A tube that is filled with xenon gas releases energy to produce a form of bluish
light. HID lights gained popularity because it is brighter, giving drivers more visibility at night.
Unlike halogen, HID bulbs do not make use of metal filaments, making it produce a lesser
amount of heat. However, this kind of light can produce blinding glare. If you are after
aesthetics, this type of bulb has fewer color options compared to LED. A typical HID light also
takes about 30 seconds to warm up before it reaches its ideal brightness. These
semiconductors get charged to produce light particles. This process is called
electroluminescence. It is also durable and easy to retrofit and upgrade. It is also more
energy-efficient and can last longer than halogen. However, if you are looking for a
budget-friendly option, this type of bulb would cost more than halogen bulbs. These headlights
are sold individually or in pairs. Some are sold with the bulbs, while some options only include
the headlight exterior. Having a faulty headlight can cost you a ticket. Even if it is not
completely burned out, dim headlights can make it difficult to see the road and other vehicles
around, making it a safety hazard. Watch out for the following indicators that your headlights
might need to be checked or replaced:. If your headlights are flickering on and off, it may be
time to have them checked. A damaged bulb filament is a common reason why headlights
flicker. It is also an indicator that it will burn out soon. Aside from this, it can also be a sign of a

faulty wiring harness connection. Headlights will eventually burn out over time. If you notice
that your headlight is dimmer than before, it is usually a sign that the bulb is about to burn out.
It is recommended to replace your bulb as soon as this happens. When one light bulb fades, the
other one usually follows. Although some types of headlights are easy to install, it is advisable
to contact your trusted mechanic to do it for you. Engineered to provide the optimum front
lighting for your Nissan Altima, the headlight assembly is equipped in a durable housing for a
longer life service. However, the headlight assembly will exhibit lighting issues overtime, and
one of the biggest problems that you may encounter is cloudy headlights. To makes sure that
your Nissan Altima's headlight assembly is in its peak condition, follow these tips and tricks to
prevent condensation build up:. The most common cause of condensation build up is attributed
to cracks in the lens' housings and sealant loss. You see, these defects are easily prevented by
applying dielectric grease on the headlight socket. This simple addition inhibits moisture to
settle in and decreases the possibility of corrosion. In addition, apply a silicon sealant along the
headlights' frame because the sealers can sometimes melt or loosen during hot conditions.
Every time you drive during cold weather conditions, you expose your headlight assembly to a
large amount of condensation that may creep in inside the bulbs. So, it is advisable to detach
your headlight casings once in a while and clean up using a lint free towel and a hair dryer.
Removing the headlights allow the trapped moisture to air out. By constantly monitoring and
cleaning regularly, you extend the headlight's life service and prevent moisture to settle in the
headlight bulbs. However, be sure to always wear rubber gloves when removing the bulbs
because contact to skin oil will reduce the headlight's life service. As a maintenance tip, you
can apply a Teflon tape around the headlight bulb socket to reinforce moisture prevention. You
see, its application covers the gaps, cracks, or any openings within the headlight assembly. In
addition, it prevents air from entering the assembly and turning into condensation. Other
maintenance tipsIf water has already built up in your headlights, the easiest way to take it out is
to drill a small hole at the bottom and applying a sealant afterwards. Even if the lenses are taken
off and left to dry, condensation is likely to occur again unless a proper sealant is used or some
of the parts are replaced. Important Tips on Nissan Altima Headlight Care and Maintenance
Most drivers often take the headlights for granted, but what happens when they break down?
And even if your headlight assembly is in working condition, are you sure that it is working at
its best? Since the headlights are your ride's most important lighting components, is important
that the headlights are well-maintained. In this guide, we'll share with you some tips on how to
take care of the Nissan Altima headlight. Headlight lenses tend to deteriorate as time passes
due to exposure to UV rays, resulting in a cloudy appearance that can hinder the effectiveness
of the headlight beam. Good thing, clearing a cloudy headlight can be as easy as scrubbing it
with toothpaste. Apply the toothpaste on a clean piece of cloth and rub the cloth on the
headlight lens in a circular motion. The mildly abrasive qualities of the toothpaste should
scrape off the damaged surface of the headlight and reveal the cleaner layer. However, if the
headlight still appears faded, you will need to use a headlight restoration kit. You can usually
find these kits in hardware and auto parts stores as well as in online retailers. When inspecting
the headlight bulb, make sure to touch only the socket and not the bulb itself. The glass
housing of the headlight bulb is so thin that oils excreted from your fingertips can damage it. If
you do accidentally touch the bulb, wipe the bulb with a cloth soaked in rubbing alcohol and let
it dry. Halogen bulbs also gradually wear over time, although this may not be evident at first
glance. If you suspect that your Altima's headlights are starting to dim, park your car five feet
from a wall or a garage door and turn the headlights on. The beam of light should be a clear
bright white color. If it has a yellow or amber color, the headlights may need replacing soon.
Also, take note if the headlights are dim but start to brighten when you step on the gas; this is a
likely indicator that the alternator is malfunctioning or a slipping drive belt. The headlights are,
without a doubt, the most important set of lights in your Nissan Altima. If these lights start to
malfunction or completely fail altogether, it can be quite a nerve-wracking experience. However,
diagnosing headlight problems are not that straightforward, as they can be caused by a wide
variety of factors. Here are some of the most common issues with headlights and tips on how to
troubleshoot them:. If a single headlight starts to light up erratically or doesn't light at all, it's
likely caused by a burnt-out bulb. Open the hood, disconnect the battery, and twist the
headlight socket to pull out the headlight bulb. Take note of the headlight's condition: if the
inside appears burnt or the filament inside has broken apart, the bulb has failed and needs to be
replaced. We also recommend checking the electrical connectors on the back of the headlight
sockets for damage or rust. In such cases, you may need to clean and reattach the connectors
as necessary. On the other hand, if two headlights are malfunctioning or if the headlight bulb
appears to be in good working condition, the problem may be due to an electrical one. In this
case, you need to start with the main fuse for the headlight circuit. In the Ford Explorer, the fuse

is located in a fuse box at underneath the driver's side of the dashboard. If the fuse appears
burnt, discard it and install a new headlight fuse. Take note that if the new fuse also blows
immediately, there's a short in the headlight circuit that needs to be fixed. However, if the fuse
appears to be fine but there is no power, the problem is likely due to either a faulty relay or
control module. When this occurs, it is most likely caused by a malfunctioning alternator or a
slipping drive belt. With the engine idling, check the charging voltage: if the charging system is
operating normally, the battery should post If it is less than 13 volts, there is a problem with the
charging system. The length of time needed before getting the headlights of the Nissan Altima
checked depends on the kind of headlight it has. For halogen headlights, which is the most
common type of headlight available, their average lifespan is between to 1, hours. And the
reason for this huge discrepancy is because of the heat generated and the efficiency of the
bulb. Generally, the higher the voltage of the bulb, the more heat it will generate. In turn, this will
shorten the bulb's lifespan. Upgrading the headlights in the Nissan Altima from halogen to
newer variations-such as pressurized xenon and LED-is always a good idea. Xenon bulbs, for
example, produce a brighter white light than hydrogen and project the beam 30 meters farther.
LED headlights, meanwhile, last much longer than halogen lights. They are more energy
efficient as well. While headlights installed in the Nissan Altima and other modern automobiles
are made from durable materials, dirt, debris, and other elements can significantly shorten their
lifespan. Regular cleaning with mild detergent can help keep the headlights in top condition and
ensure maximum visibility. In addition, heat can also negatively affect headlight performance.
Stacking several headlight bulbs together, for example, can lead to accumulation of excessive
heat, which could damage or shorten the headlight's lifespan. We've Made a Site Update.
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something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page.
Add Complaint. The front headlights constantly short out. Dealer replaced headlamps 8 times,
but problem recurred. The headlight failed on my Nissan Altima while I was driving. The
dealership informed me that the entire headlamp assembly would have to be replaced on the
car, and that it was no longer covered under warranty because it was over 35K miles. The car
only has 38K miles on the odometer, and the headlight assembly should not have failed.
Passenger side headlamp low beam failed within 20 months of purchase and two months latter
the driver side headlamp low beam failed. It is almost impossible to replace the light bulbs by
yourself. Took the car to the dealer under waranty and replaced light bulbs and now one of the
horns doesn't work. Replacement of the bulbs is so difficult that the dealer damaged one of the
light assembies and had to replace it all. Search CarComplaints. The consumer was told that
something was loose inside of the headlight. Low beam bulb inoperative due to defective
ground plate inside right headlight assembly. I replaced the right headlight assembly on Aug 15,
On Sept 4, , the right low beam light bulb quit working. I took the headlight assembly out and
noticed the ground wire going to the low beam bulb had "melted". This is a possilbe fire hazard.
I contacted my local Nissan dealer and was given technical bulletin, classification: ELA,
reference: NtbA, dated: October 2, This is a defect on Nissan's part. They should recall these
headlight assembly at their cost. Due to the burned wires front driver's side headlights became
inoperative. Dealership was notified, but did not resolve the problem. The bulbs became so hot
they burnt through the headlight assembly. Even though Nissan knew about these problems
with the Altima this is not considered a safety issue. You must buy a light kit to fix the problem
or a new headlight assembly. Headlights blew out. This was caused by the bulb burning out the
assembly board, per the dealership. Left head light assembly - defect- light bulb continues to
blow out when turned on. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:. Sound
familiar? Like a script from a horror film, these Altimas seem doomed to fail around 95k miles.
So how do you find out what problems are occurring? Any duplicates or errors? It's not us.
Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you are interested in advertising a for-profit service,

contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page
Email this page. Add Complaint. The contact owns a Nissan Altima. Initially, the rear seat belts
on both sides of the vehicle would not release on an intermittent basis. Currently, they do not
work at all. The dealer has not yet been notified. The front driver and passenger side headlamps
dim on their own; however, the instrument control panel show them as being activated. NHTSA
campaign id number exterior lighting:headlights was referenced. The contact received a ticket
due to the headlamp failure. The current mileage was 96, and failure mileage was 95, My Nissan
Altima vehicle was taken in for service at bob bell Chevrolet Nissan, eastern avenue, baltimore,
Maryland, , on Thursday, August 2, It was brought in for servicing of all the vehicles' recalls, a
soft grinding noise that could be heard when turning the steering wheel and low freon levels for
air conditioning. On Friday afternoon, August 3, around 5pm, I was contacted by the service
department and strongly advised to pick up the vehicle before the service division closed at
6pm. The dealership stated that all recalls and issues had been resolved and completed. I
picked the vehicle up around pm and proceeded to travel home. After only fifteen minutes, the
vehicle engine started to smoke profusely. The engine started shaking harder and harder and a
loud rattling noise could be heard from within the engine. The teenage passenger in the vehicle
began to vomit and her eyes started swelling due to the volume of fumes expelled from the cars
engine through the ventilation and into the car. I immediately pulled over eastern blvd. The
dealership now denies ever seeing smoke from the engine see attach. The vehicle was picked
up on Wednesday, August 8, with the engine rattling uncontrollably even after being returned a
second time to the dealership. The vehicle cut off while attempting to de-accelerate at a red light
the following day. Uncertainty surrounds whether the vehicle will cut off again while
de-accelerating proving it hazardous to drive, whether the vehicles five recalls where all
properly addressed, and if the engine will start smoking again. Continual failure of low beam
headlamps on Nissan Altima SE. Have replaced lamp numerous times. Bad ground contact. Due
to failure of lamp, have had to drive at night either with one headlamp, or with high beams on.
Search CarComplaints. There is a safety improvement campaign, 02I, regarding the air bag. The
vehicle has the same problems as indicated in the safety improvement campaign; however it is
not included in the safety improvement campaign due to the VIN. The dealer refused any
assistance because the vehicle was mile out of warranty. The check engine light illuminated.
The dealer found antifreeze leaking into the cylinders. The driver's side low beam headlamp was
inop. The tech replaced the right side headlight bulb. Radiator leaked coolant. The heater blew
out cool air when the vehicle was stopped. The tech found an air pocket in the coolant system.
Replaced clutch assembly. Cylinder head gasket was replaced. The first thing was the oxygen
sensor. Then the oxygen sensor again. The dealership fixed the problem. Mext there was, and
still is, the jerking transmission. When driving in rush hour traffic or driving on the open
highway, the trans shifts hard comming out of first into second. I have taken this car into
several Nissan dealerships and to this day, no one has found the problem. They keep telling me
that this is normal. I have driven other Altima including several rentals while mine wasin the
shop and they didn't shift like mine. The next problem is those headlights. They have replaced
one of my light asemblies an great river Nissan but the other has not been replaced. Next, there
was the heater coil that leaked and it took almost 6 months to determine because it didn't leak
inside the car. Next there was the ignition coils that were replaced 2X within a week and still
caused the check engine light to come on. After the ignition problem the mechanics at sterling
mccall Nissan told my that it was my sparkplugs that had hust been checked about 2 weeks
prior at great river Nissan in Mississippi. I went back to the dealership and invited the service
man to a nice long ride. After driving about 20 miles, I stopped the car and le it sit for about 5
minutes. The car started and he smiled. He said, "see there is nonthing wrong. It was
determined the next morning that there was a blown head gasket that could have been caused
by the catalyst that was just replaced due to a recall. I too have had problems with front
headlights in '02 Nissan Altima. Replaced the driver's side bulb only once; and the passenger
side 3 times. Lights will work fine for awhile then intermittently; and then not at all. Replacement
of assembly without paying the dealership would be difficult if not impossible because it
requires the removal of the front bumper. This is obviously an issue in the '02's - newer models
have been redesigned using metal to address this problem; unfortunately, it has been at the
consumer's expense. The heat from the headlight melted the terminals which caused the
malfunction of the headlights were not working. The consumer requested reimbursement. VIN
[xxx] miles: 50, on 15 May , he low beam light on the passenger side of my vehicle went out.
After trying a couple of times, low beam came back on. The advance auto store clerk told me
that they couldn't replace the bulb for me because the parts had to be removed to get to the
bulb. He advised me of an ongoing defect with the 02 Nissan Altima headlight that involved the
heat from the bulb melting the panel around it. This part would prevent further damage. After

taking my car in to the dealer, I received a call back advising me that the damaged caused by
the heat was beyond repair and the entire headlight assembly had to be replaced on both sides.
I have yet to receive a response from anyone. I have made several attempts to call, however, I
could not get through to talk with someone about this matter. My car is barely 3 years old and
not longer under warranty. I have been faithful in getting all of my services as required. I would
like to know why this wasn't told to me while my car was still under warranty. This payment was
indeed a hardship. Any assistance that you can grant me in resolving this matter will be greatly
appreciated [xxx] information redacted pursuant to the Freedom Of Information Act FOIA , 5 U.
Both the driver side and passenger side halogen headlight would work intermittently before
finally going out for good. When I brought the car to the dealer herb gordon Nissan , I was
informed that the back of the halogen headlamp was plastic had the headlamp overheated
which melted the plastic back to the headlamp causing the lamp to blow. I was told that no
recall has been issued therefore it would not be covered by the dealer. This is clearly a
manufactures defect and a recall notice should be issued. I was told the replacement halogen
housing unit is now metal and will not melt. This is now the twentieth complaint about this
problem. How many complaints will it take before a recall notice is issued? Although there are
so many complaints for the same problem, with the same year and model - Nissan refuses to
aknowledge the fact that it's a safety issue that should be recalled. I live in a very dark
neighborhood and I really need both headlights to work for safety issues. Nissan does not want
to take the responsibility for their factory defect headlamp housing unit - that is the 'reason' why
Nissan changed the design of the headlamp housing unit for in What is it going to take for
Nissan to pay attention to all these complaints? I will never purchase another vehicle from
Nissan ever again!! While driving at night driver was informed by a police officer that the
headlights were inoperative. Vehicle was taken to the dealer for inspection, and mechanic
determined that the headlights blew out, and the bulbs needed to be replaced, and replaced.
However, the problem recurred, and the vehicle was taken back to the dealer. Then, mechanic
determined that the headlight assembly needed to be replaced. I have a Nissan Altima. My
passenger headlight had gone out. I took my car to the dealer because I could not figure out
how to get to the bulb to replace it. The dealer told me that the backside housing had melted
and I needed a new headlight assembly. There is no way to tell if this will happen to my other
headlight, whether it will happen to my new headlight, or if it will happen to both lights. In my
mind, this is a safety issue. Also, I am not the only person who this has happened to according
to two dealers. I am concerned that the bulb could get so hot as to melt something else in the
car. I do not know much about how cars are assembled and about car engines, but what if the
heat from the bulb could melt further into the car, or even start a fire? It seems there is a flaw in
the design of the light or of the materials used. I think the and Altima have the same type of
headlight assembly and Nissan changed the headlights in later models. I no longer leave my
automatic headlight switch on for fear of the bulb getting too hot. Please investigate and, if
there is a flaw, get Nissan to take care of it. Headlight problems. I have a serious problem with
the front struts of my Nissan Altima. Everytime I drive over a washboard or speeding bump, the
struts make a popping sound as if a hammer is hitting underneath the vehicle. As a matter of
fact, any sort of irregularities from the road causes such noises. If you take time to go to 3rd
generation Altima forums, you will realize tons of people going through my same situation.
Please, if anyone from Nissan is reading this, you should know the Altima has it's faults, fix
them!!!!! The driver's side headlight went out and the bulb was replaced. Approximately 1
month later, the passenger's side headlight went out and the bulb was replaced. The bulb
replacements were done at a local mechanic shop to avoid driving in the dark without a
headlight. About 1 month after the last replacement, the driver's side headlight went out again. I
took the car to the dealership to find that the entire headlight fixtures were defective. According
to the service advisor, something was melting the base of the light bulb causing them only to
last a couple of months before going out again. I was also told that several other vehicles of the
same year, make and model had been brought in for the same problem, but not enough for a
recall. I was also told that the dealership would have covered the expenses under 60, miles,
which I think was irrelevant if this was happening on other vehicles. I believe that this is a very
dangerous problem, and should be addressed. I travel a lot, and I could have been in a
unfamiliar area at night with no headlights!! I brought my Nissan Altima to woodbury Nissan to
have the drivers-side headlight replaced. I was told by the service manager that I needed a
whole new assembly around the headlight because it melted. I will have my car 3 years at the
end of this month but I am over my mileage. My car has 43, miles. I was told by josh hill at
woodbury Nissan that it now comes with a metal part to correct the issue. Not what you are
looking for? Search for something else:. If electrical parts in your vehicle are not working, the
system may have been overloaded causing a blown fuse. Before you replace or repair any

electrical parts, check the appropriate fuses. Pull the fuse box cover to remove. It is near the
battery. Remove the fuse box cover by pushing the tab and lifting the cover up. Necessary
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