2004 dodge durango hemi

With its tough truck styling, available Hemi V8 power and an even more spacious interior, the
Durango offers one of the most enticing combinations of power, comfort and utility on the
market. When the Durango was introduced back in , it quickly gained popularity because it was
rugged-looking, packed a big V8, offered eight-passenger seating in a midsize body and exuded
a uniquely American individuality. But that was then and now consumers want all that, along
with an even more spacious and refined interior. Enter the Durango, an SUV that tries to
straddle all the markets and seems to succeed at this demanding task. As Dodge executives
presented the new Durango in truck-friendly Austin, Texas, it quickly became apparent that the
redesigned SUV is being aimed at a new market: women. In proposed TV spots, the Durango is
humorously being shown as appealing as much to Venus as to Mars. Women were shown
choosing it for refinement, men for its size and power. Executives touted the refinement in the
SUV's interior, the added space and, in the case of the Hemi Magnum V8, much more power.
Will the added refinement lure buyers? Or will it just alienate loyal fans who liked the
no-nonsense appeal of this domestic SUV? The answer was found on the twisting roads of the
hill country outside Austin: this vehicle gobbles up the road with class-leading power and solid
handling, while offering excellent off-road capability. The new Durango even boasts a 10
percent improvement in fuel mileage although 10 percent of "not very good" is still pretty low.
And, while some devotees may not like the new exterior changes, there are enough of the
former styling cues to preserve the Durango heritage. The Durango is a complete redesign, with
the SUV growing in virtually every dimension. Styling cues include Dodge's signature cross-hair
grille and aggressive wheel arches. The windshield is more steeply raked than before and the
taillights were changed to give an "afterburner" effect. The headlights are also more
contemporary, housing two lights in one unit. As expected, passenger and cargo room now
approach, or even exceed, that of full-size 'utes such as the Ford Expedition and Toyota
Sequoia. The cabin features more comfort for second-row passengers, thanks to added room,
reclining seat backs and options like secondary climate controls and a DVD entertainment
system. However, maximum seating capacity has dropped from eight to seven passengers.
Along with the body changes are a couple of new engines. The standard power plant for
two-wheel-drive Durangos is a 3. Standard on four-wheel-drive models is the carryover 4. For
maximum towing and hauling power, an optional 5. We soon determined that the base V6
provides barely adequate power, so if you want quick acceleration opt for the 4. The five-speed
automatic makes great use of the Durango's V8 power, although it was a tad slow to come up
with downshifts. Both transmissions shifted smoothly. The chassis boasts a fully hydroformed
frame that promises greater structural integrity for better ride and handling characteristics
along with a decreased chance of rattles and squeaks cropping up down the line. When we got
the Durango out on some country roads around Austin, the added rigidity was immediately
apparent. It felt rock solid with no body flex and few of the expected creaks that accompany the
twisting and turning of spirited driving. We found that the steering in the new Durango was very
light, leading to a reduction of road feel. However, Dodge tells us that its engineers intentionally
dialed in the lighter feel to satisfy the demands of target buyers. In every other way, the
Durango handled well, staying level even through tight turns. Really, it handles better than you
would ever expect given its size and weight 5, pounds for the SLT with the Hemi engine. On the
highway, the Durango offered a compliant ride with few of the trucklike qualities exhibited by
some SUVs. Naturally, the power from the Hemi V8 was intoxicating, with great midrange
performance and a nice growl to the exhaust. But one has to wonder if it's worth it, given that
the fuel ratings plunge to an EPA-estimated 13 miles per gallon city and 18 highway in
four-wheel-drive Durangos. One big selling point that Dodge stressed for the Durango was its
real off-roading capabilities. A short ramble over an off-road track seemed to support this claim.
Despite some steep descents and loose dirt under the wheels, traction was never lost. When
fording streams, the nose never plunged into the opposite bank. And on rugged trails, the
suspension never bottomed out. As before, four-wheel-drive Durangos come with dual-range
transfer cases for serious off-roading. Four-wheel antilock disc brakes are standard on the
Durango. The brakes felt a little spongy at first but hauled the speed down quickly with good
pedal modulation. Side curtain airbags which protect the head and upper torso in side-impact
collisions that cover all three rows are optional, as are power-adjustable pedals. Three-point
seatbelts are fitted at all seating positions, and Dodge engineers designed the Durango's new
frame to better absorb frontal impacts. The interior of the Durango SLT has some nice touches
such as wood grain paneling on the center console and white-faced gauges in the ST, the center
console comes with attractive brushed aluminum. There are, however, a few too many hard
plastic surfaces on the dash and door panels. The front seats are comfortable and provide good
thigh support and aggressive lumbar bolstering. The SLT adds a power driver seat, rear air
conditioning, wood grain cabin accents, body-color front and rear fascias, foglamps and a

third-row seat. Spring for the Limited and you'll get leather seating; automatic climate control; a
high-output audio system with six-disc CD changer and steering wheel-mounted controls;
auto-dimming mirrors; Homelink; memory for the driver seat, mirror, stereo and climate system
settings; power-adjustable pedals; alloy wheels; and a security system. This means the
Durango will compete against the Chevy Tahoe and the Ford Expedition, although it is cheaper
than either of these other vehicles. Furthermore, from our point of view, the Durango has more
personality than either of these SUVs. If you are shopping in this segment, and want to buy a
domestic product, the Durango should be on your must-test-drive list. Earlier versions of the
Durango proved popular because of an attractive blend of on-road comfort and off-road ability.
With an even stiffer frame and redesigned suspension, and more creature comforts, we can't
help but think this Durango will be a strong contender in the crowded SUV market. Doing so
could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven
dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to
buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select
a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you.
Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle
history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Dodge
Durango. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car
buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out Dodge
lease specials Check out Dodge Durango lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Thirsty V8s, maximum
passenger capacity decreased to seven. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for
sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Read more. Write a review See all reviews. I am the original
owner. Car has been well maintained. Oil changes every miles. Never had any overheating
problems. This vehicle has served me well for the past 9 years until about a month ago. Without
warning, while going down the freeway, it made a terrible noise. I knew it was something major.
The oil light came on. There was a bunch of smoke. I shut the engine off and pulled off the
freeway. I could see oil dripping from the engine. After having to towed, i learned there was a
hole in the engine block from a thrown rod. After doing some research on the web, i found s if
not s of cases just like mine. Read less. I owned my dodge durango SLT 5. I've owned over ten
cars in my life and never had a better car than my durango. Only had to replace the battery, and
the brakes but that's it. I just hit thousand today and still drives like when I bought it with 8
miles. This car could go for another thousand without a problem!! My sister just got a ford
explorer and that has had more problems than my Durango. Just bought 14 yr old Durango.
Just purchased after looking for several monthes. Found a clean used 04 Durango SLT for a
great price. Has k miles but ran a Carfax on it and it had the best Service record I had ever seen
for a used vehicle. Gas mileage is not great but I bought for comfort and it fits that bill perfectly.
Best vehicle I've ever owned. I own an SLT 5. I bought mine in with 76, miles on it. It looked and
ran like brand new. In my 5 years of ownership all I've had to replace is routine stuff. I have ,
miles on it and it runs the same as the day I purchased it. Only complaints: CD player stopped
working and rust on rear tailgate by handle. I pull a large boat every summer with it also. I had a
severe 50mph accident couple years ago in snow which smashed the entire passenger side. Not
a scratch on me and drove the vehicle to repair shop. Extremely safe and reliable vehicle!!! See
all reviews of the Used Dodge Durango. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic
Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. See full safety scores. People who viewed this
also viewed 3. Sponsored cars related to the Durango. Sign Up. Coronavirus update: New
contactless services to help keep you safe. I gave them 3 stars because it took them a bit to get
back to my request. I got nothing! I hope they treat other customers in the future better. Great
communication but didn't make a deal. Truck sold before I got to take a look at it. Unfortunately
that truck was just sold, but they are working with me to find another good deal. Did not
purchase anything yet but we did speak thru text,Seems like a great guy to do business with.
When I finally got a chance to visit the original car I wanted was sold but they had other great
offers I'll be test driving one this week.. Very relaxed, no pressure sales atmosphere. I was given
CarFax so that was a plus.. The vehicles are clean lot well organization. Whish I knew about this
All-star Auto when bought my last car. I was very impressed with everyone I spoke to all over
the phone at Younker. Would recommend Alisa H to anyone looking for a car. During test drive
got yelled at for trying to waste his gas, also he doesn't know anything about cars or trucks
When I asked to send me photos of the engine he said he never had any one ask that before. I
traveled an hr away to look at garbage. Absolutely amazing, they were very nice and helpful,

and I would completely recommend them. The truck was nothing like it was pictured when I
seen it I didn't even let them started. I looked at another truck clean reasonable price but it
wouldn't start. They put a jumper box on it and still wouldn't start. I took the Jeep Patriot for a
ride good running truck but way overpriced. Very responsive and helpful. I would give them five
stars but my phone only went up to 4. Responded quickly, and answered the questions I had.
Very helpful and very honest people. Very quick e-mail response, unfortunately they are too far
to visit. Would really like to see and possibly buy. The dealer was great. Paul was able to help
us and get us on the road with a nice caravan. The Dodge Durango went through a total
overhaul in Once based on the Dakota pickup's platform, it received a re-engineered platform
designed specifically for an SUV, resulting in a much smoother ride, with fewer bumps and
shudders than in previous Durangos. It also got bigger. Standard engine on the ST was the 3.
The SLT came standard with the 4. But the top of the line engine was the rumbling, intense 5.
The braking system, taken from the Ram, was the largest in its class and much more responsive
than previous years. The body itself is redesigned, with a sloping windshield and rooflines to
avoid a box minivan look, lower car-height bumpers, hidden headlights, and the intimidating
Dodge cross-hair chrome grille. For the first time, a sunroof option is available. Dodge also
worked on creating a more aerodynamic SUV, to reduce wind and road noise, even adding extra
lamination to the windows. Inside, a redesigned dash provides larger gauges. In SLT and above,
second row climate control and DVD entertainment system ensure a happy ride during family
road trips. The front seat is spacious with lots of nooks and crannies for storage. The Dodge
Durango is bigger and more powerful this year, able to haul truck-like loads, but it handles more
now like a car, with lighter steering, a much smoother ride, and even better turn ratios, though
some reviewers felt it had sacrificed some stability. Drivers love the Hemi no surprise the
towing capacity, and the cargo space. The biggest complaint, as always, is fuel economy but
don't complain about fuel economy if you're buying a Hemi , and the lack of legroom in the
second row seats. A cheaply-made dash and cloth seating were also mentioned. We'll help you
find great deals among the millions of vehicles available nationwide on CarGurus, and we'll
provide you with dealer reviews and vehicle history for each one. After all, over 30 million
shoppers use CarGurus to find great deals on used cars and new cars in their area. And when
it's time to get rid of your old ride, sell your car simply and securely on CarGurus. Once you're
ready to narrow down your search results, go ahead and filter by price, mileage, transmission,
trim, days on lot, drivetrain, color, engine, options, and deal ratings. And if you only want to see
cars with a single owner, recent price drops, photos, or available financing , our filters can help
with that too. All Years to All Years. Radius 10 mi 25 mi 50 mi 75 mi mi mi mi mi Nationwide.
Find Dodge Durango listings in your area Search Coronavirus update: New contactless services
to help keep you safe. Best deals first. CarGurus User. Authorized Dodge Dealer. Image Not
Available. Request Information. Read more. Why Use CarGurus? Since it arrived for , the Dodge
Durango has carved out a good slice of the sport-utility market as a more robust, outgoing SUV
than most of its rivals. Indeed, in , Dodge shook-up the family SUV segment by heading down
the high-performance trail with the biggest V-8 engine in its class. Now Dodge is taking an even
bigger step to distance themselves from the pack with an all-new, and even brawnier, Durango,
one that chills its rivals with a single word: Hemi! As in HEMI V-8, and the
fresh-from-the-tires-up Dodge Durango is the first and only sport-utility with that four-letter
word in its vocabulary. Overall length has increased 7. The new Durango is also 4. What does
that mean to you? Well, more people and cargo space, and a much more stable ride both on and
off road. It pounds out horsepower and pound-feet of torque. Carried over from last year is the
well regarded 4. And it will tow! Maximum trailer weight with the Hemi is 8, pounds. But even the
base V6 will haul a healthy 3, pounds. Buyers have a choice of rear drive with traction control,
or a new full-time four-wheel-drive system, with or without low gear. We put the pedal down in a
2-wheel-drive SLT-grade Hemi, and sprinted to 60 in only 7. And the quarter mile dropped away
behind us in Pretty impressive for a 5, pound SUV! After a strong hit off idle, the Hemi delivered
its power in a steady tractor-like flow with no steps in the power band. Handling, like
acceleration, was smooth and steady. Turn-in was a bit sluggish, with plenty of understeer, but
grip levels are very high, thanks to the new live axle coil spring rear suspension with watts
linkage. The Durango stayed well planted despite high levels of body roll, but we would like a bit
more feel from the rack-and-pinion steering. A respectable feet was needed to stop from
Stability levels were high, with good feedback through the pedal. Whether on the open road or
the mall parking lot, Durango delivers a solid, comfortable ride and lower levels of road noise.
Refinement has grown as much as its body and frame. Of course, anyone who has spent time
inside the Durango will tell you that. You step up higher to enter, but the reward is a large, airy
cabin, with clean, modern styling and three rows of seats. Gauges are oversized and clear, and
fit the theme perfectly. Safety features include smart airbags for front seat occupants, and side

curtain airbags for all rows. The seats themselves are wide and firm with good support. Leather
and heat are available, as are power adjustable pedals. The center stack looks European
smooth with idiot-proof controls. Available systems include automatic climate controls,
MP3-capable audio, and hands-free communications, most of which is available to the
second-row passengers, who get their own climate controls and an optional DVD entertainment
system. Behind the big hatch, cargo space takes a big jump up, ranging from And there is a
plywood-carrying inches between the wheel wells. Sponsored By:. Watch Full Episodes. Vital
Statistics Engine: 5. Find Showtimes. Is it time to move on? The complete details of all recalls
are listed below, along with what they cover and the recommended solutions. Recalls don't cost
you anything to get fixed, but most are time-limited, so if your car is affected you should call
your local Dodge service department immediately! If the fire extinguisher does not function
properly, it can increase the risk of injury in the event of a fire. These vehicles are equipped with
certain air bag inflators assembled as part of the passenger frontal air bag modules, and used
as original equipment or replacement equipment. These inflators may rupture due to propellant
degradation occurring after long-term exposure to absolute humidity and temperature cycling.
In the event of a crash necessitating deployment of the driver's frontal air bag, the inflator could
rupture with metal fragments striking the driver or other occupants resulting in serious injury or
death. Decreased lighting visibility may result in a vehicle crash. This could potentially cause an
instrument panel fire. This contact could abrade the cable and cause a short circuit, which may
result in an underhood fire. This could cause the throttle to stick in the open position and result
in a crash. This could potentially result in an instrument panel fire. From electrical overloading
in the driver's side instrument panel caused numerous reports of interior fires. The interior
infernos became so commonplace that Chrysler eventually issued a recall. The problems didn't
stop there, however. Owners of the recalled vehicles complained about being treated unfairly
and given take-it-or-leave-it low ball settlement offers. Have we mentioned all the reports of
complete engine failure due to oil sludge? I went outside on February 8th, , am, to start the
vehicle up and let it warm up, before I went to town! Then the next thing I hear, is a clattering
noise, so loud you can't hardly hear anything else, but the vehicle. This was supposed to be my
forever vehicle! So now, I'm searching for another vehicle but I'm probably not going to be
buying a Dodge! I've been a Mopar person on my life! Mopar is like my first love and I've never
been more disappointed in anything ever than I am in Dodge right now! Well, all I can do is bitch
about it, so here goes. We knew the person we bought it from and knew that it had been
well-serviced its whole life and I remember thinking "What a good deal". So, we bought my wife
a new Honda CR-V for Christmas and with my son just having turned 15, I thought that the
Durango only has 96K miles on it and has been serviced religiously It didn't get him through
Christmas. Apparently, there is a high demand for a junkyard Hemi. The body and remainder of
the drivetrain were still in great shape and knowing that I wouldn't get diddly for it with a rod
thrown clear through the block, I had little option than to put a re-manufactured engine in it. I
get that it's out of warranty but with sooooo many people having the same issue, there should
be some sort of recall or Hell, if they would even admit that there was a design f-up and handle
on a case by case issue. I like the style of the new Dodge Ram but would never buy one. I put K
on my last Silverado and never had the first problem with it. Have owned 7 Dodge products still
have three. New engines cost more than the suv is worth When engine was inspected after it
was removed there was considerable rust on top of engine where water had been standing Have
been religious about service every miles and have all invoices since purchased from same
dealership so service was not the cause of this demise Talked to Brandi Dodgechat and she
said they were sorry for my problems but have a good day! The car was out of warranty and
over on the mileage. I try again and it cranks and turns off, third time it turns on but there was a
loud knocking sound, I immediately knew my engine was blown, mechanic said the piston arm
broken. Luckily I got an extended warranty with the truck. Dodge Hemi has claimed another
victim. Only K miles and a rod blew through the side of the block! We took such good care of
the engine. Religiously changed oil, used ONLY synthetic. So angry about this! HELL will freeze
over before they will ever admit this is their fault. BOY were we wronged! I am waiting for a
class action suit to be filed This is a huge mahalo for saving an unsuspecting buyer from a real
catastrophe. I found this great looking, low mileage , powerful vehicle on Craigslist for a very
affordable price. I gave it a test drive and it seemed in almost mint condition. It was just too
good to be true, so I hesitated. I decided to do some further homework, beyond the usual car
buying sites, and VIN report. I found CarComplaints after a general search for Durango Hemi
reviews. There I discovered a very troubling tendency for this vehicle to hydrolock, along with
detailed descriptions of the design flaw that caused it. I was really torn, but delayed my decision
too long, and the listing was deleted. I was kicking myself. Then it appeared again! Without this
timely, reliable and comprehensive information, I would have made a possibly dangerous

mistake. Again, much mahalo, and keep up the good work! It has been determined to be a rod
knocking. Seems to be a common problem. Will Dodge stand behind the repair? Apparently it is
normal for a Dodge Durango to throw a rod at , miles. Dodge need to recall this and fix it. It
makes me ashamed to own an American made car. Just a waste of money. So, I bought my
Durango and absolutely loved it!! Still do, but now it is a lawn ornament rather than being driven
everyday. When I first bought it I took it through a car wash and it stalled and shut down
wouldn't start but then we got it started and didn't have any issues. One night I parked it and it
was raining through out the night off and on and then the next morning I went to start it to go to
work, it was making an awful sound so I shut it off and then tried it again still making an awful
clanky sound. I HAVE filed a formal complaint with dodge who claims they had no knowledge of
the situation. I went as far as stating that maybe there should be a law suit for the simple fact
that our engines were trashed and cost us thousands of dollars in repairs for a simple seal!
About a month ago, my Durango started having a loud knocking sound. I took it to 2 different
mechanics for opinions and I was told by one of them to do an oil change, then do another after
maybe miles or so and see if that would loosen up whatever may be in the engine before
spending a buttload of money taking the engine apart. I had the oil changed, and even put in
Marvel Mystery oil in the car. Fast forward to 2 days ago I wanted to start the Durango just to
warm it up because it had been sitting idle for over 2 days, and the last time it sat idle for days, I
had to try a few times to get it to turn over. When I turned it over, I heard a horrible clanking
sound, as if there were rods and ball bearings and rocks inside the engine. I knew it was toast. I
got online after talking to a much more knowledgeable person than me about cars, and found an
insane number of people who had the same EXACT symptoms and end result. This pissed me
off beyond belief. I cannot for one second figure out why Dodge has done ZIP about this
obvious goddamn issue. The symptoms are exactly the same Shuddering or rough idling and
stalling during rain, water pouring over the top of the engine because of the piss poor cowling,
etc I am going over to my local Dodge dealer's Service Dept. I can hardly wait. I have no idea
what kind of cost I'm looking at yet, as I have not had the car towed to a mechanic. I'm praying
that I can find a connection to someone who wants to do a side job and save me a few
thousand. Well, it looks like the hydrolock issue claims another victim today I was completely
unaware of this issue about 3 hours ago, when, during a mild rain storm I hopped in the
Durango to go to the store. Looking into it further, it appears there is a bad o-ring on the
miserably designed intake manifold causing hydrolock when you go to start your motor. I have
owned this vehicle for nearly 5 years with very few other problems because I proudly maintain
my vehicles, but Chrysler wanted to save a few pennies and not issue a recall on a couple
hundred dollar part, instead I am faced with spending about 8k to fix it everything is more
expensive in Alaska, including man hours or send it to the junk yard. I have had this car for 11
years and have had all regular maintenance done at the Dodge dealer we bought it from.
Exterior and interior still in excellent shape. Love this vehicle. Drives wonderfully and ran great.
Only problem is for about the last 2 years when we would go through car wash it would die and
be difficult to start and would miss for a short time. Or if we were driving in heavy rain is would
miss and shudder some. The car was parked inside of our garage when not in use. Due to
remodeling and having to use garage for storage it has had to set outside. On the 7th of July we
made a trip to the airport 2 hours away and the car ran wonderful to and from. Ran errands and
parked the car. We had drenching rain storm Thursday night and Friday morning. Went out in
the afternoon to go run errands. The motor made a horrendous banging noise and I immediately
turned it off. We had it towed to our mechanic shop and he said the motor is toast. In his
research found many of the same vehicle with same motor for sale with blown motors. Went to
this website and began reading all the complaints about this motor failure. I am sure that my
motor failure has been caused by the same problem as the other complaints. And that he
problem is that due to the wiper cowling allowing water onto the block and ultimately into the
intake system, causing"Hydrolock". I agree with that this should have been a recall issue. And
this problem has caused much financial hardship on many people when it could have been
fixed and we would all be enjoying our Durangos with their Hemi engines for a long, long time.
My husband is physically disabled and it is hard to find a vehicle that he can comfortably ride in
and drive. Financially it is going to be hard to fine something else and this time, as much as we
enjoyed driving our Dodge, it will not be a Dodge. Vehicle immaculately maintained. Engine
stumbled after raining or car wash. Today, warm engine, started in parking lot and immediately
blew out a connecting rod thru the block. Totally destroyed the engine Research shows that this
is an ongoing problem with the '04 Durangos with the 5. Apparently, the wiper cowling allows
water onto the block and, ultimately into the intake system, causing "Hydrolock. Connecting rod
thru the block. I spoke with a representative,,,Case File Nice lady, but she had nothing for me.
Perhaps you might want to peruse it. It ALL deals with Hydrolock and catastrophic engine

failures as a result. I have been a Dodge owner for over 30 years. Frankly, I would like to remain
so, but your actions on this matter will ultimately dictate that. I buy Dodge not only for my
personal vehicles, but also for my business vehicles. This was a nice running truck until it
rained. When it rains the engine hesitated. We have taken good care of our Durango, we kept up
on regular maintenance. We had a big storm on Tuesday the 26th of April. I went out to start it
the day after to take my kids somewhere. It wouldn't start, it clonked three times. I turned it off
immediately. My husband looked at it later that day, since we couldn't take it to the mechanic.
As he was looking underneath he discovered it was now leaking oil. As he further investigated
he noticed a hole in the engine block; it is hydrolocked. Which seems to be popular for these
engines in this model and year of the Durango's. We have read many things online with people
having the same problem. So it is very unfortunate that this happened. This SUV only has k
miles on it. We have always been Dodge fans, but I am starting to question that!! Update from
Jul 22, : How can we file a class action suit against them? Got in my Durango two week's ago to
leave work. Engine was warmed up and I left, made it almost home, and heard a pop sound, so I
turned the radio off, and it sounded like someone hitting the hood with a baseball bat!!! Broke a
rod, and sent it through the oil pan, fortunate it didn't grenade the block, so it is savable. I
bought a motor from a salvage yard with , miles on it for 2k, which was a deal, and happened to
be the only one I could find in the state! I had already replaced the cowl seal, and only ran Mobil
1 in it, this is complete BS on Dodges part, because obviously there is a problem with there
design! I am a Mopar fan to the end, and have never had problems with any other Chrysler
product I own, but this POS is really testing my loyalty. Now I have a spare engine in need of a
lower end rebuild that will probably make it's way into my 69 Dodge Dart, 4K later! Driving down
route 95 in a rainstorm our Durango stalled out. We went to Advanced Auto and had them check
the battery- but they said the battery was great. Drove home. The next morning we went to move
it and it backfired and the engine died. Upon looking under the hood we saw a hole in the block.
We called everywhere for a new engine but they were so much money. We found 5. When we did
find one most people knew there was a market for them and were asking outrageous prices. We
finally found someone selling one online who said they had a video of it working before
removing it from the vehicle. We bought it and started installing it. Oil pan gasket, oil pan,
exhaust manifold gasket and bolts, hydraulic lines on rack, pinion steering, and crank position
sensor. All of these months sharing a car with my wife and today, I finally have it back. We took
care of our Durango. We used a beater car for daily use and used our Durango for special
occasions like skiing, when we all needed to go out to eat in the same car, etc.. So for this to
happen was upsetting. Update from Jan 8, : We ordered a new cowl. What we've found is that
the cowl's start to deteriorate after ten or so years. It then allows water to flow into the engine
causing the well documented hydrolock, which we experienced. Others are aware of the cowl
issue as we had to wait almost five weeks for it to arrive. Most places stated that dealers were
ordering this in bulk. I wondered if it was going to be a recall soon?? None the less, replaced it
and the vehicle is running smooth again- even in the rain!! Had the vehicle taken to the local
repair shop and found out that the piston had busted through the side of the engine.
Apparently, this is becoming a common problem for this the 5. After I CarFaxed the vehicle I
learned of a whole lot of issues concerning this and other Dodge vehicles. Caveat Emptor
people. Tried to start in the morning during rain, but engine made loud knocking sound and I
did not try to start again. After towing, found two pieces of engine on pavement and found out
that rod went through side. Still waiting to see what cost to replace engine, so not sure what
decision will be made to fix or replace. Had symptoms of sometimes shaking during rain and
now see that this is a consistent problem with many others. Like everyone else, I can never
again purchase a Chrysler product. I just found this site by accident and apparently I am a lucky
one. In our '04 Hemi Durango threw a 1 piston rod. I thought maybe pulling a travel trailer in "05
from Philly to Moab going 80 MPH across Kansas trying to out run some nasty weather might
have been at the root of the engine failure. The dealer did not mention a hydraulic issue. Lucky
cause we had miles left on the 80, mi extended warranty in when the wife told me of a terrible
noise when she tried to start it. Great web site - Great video post of the issue. I will check if they
fixed the water intrusion issue. Engine started making noise after a long rain storm. Took it to
our mechanic and it was hydro-locked. Had to replace the engine since my wife loved the
vehicle so much. With replacing the intake, and all the other parts that needed replacing it came
to around dollars which with the mileage and condition is just about what the whole thing is
worth blue book. If you have a for-profit service, contact us. Ask your Dodge dealer. Most
Common Solutions: replace engine reports not sure 15 reports replace engine or junk it 13
reports Dodge recalls due to design flaw 4 reports gave to charity 2 reports replace cowl to
prevent engine hydrolock 1 reports. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on
Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Find a good Dodge mechanic Read reviews of

repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add
Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:.
The Dodge Durango has changed almost completely since its first generation, when it was a
competent if unremarkable mid-sized SUV. Seven inches longer, three inches taller, and three
inches wider than the prior Durango, the new model still managed to reduce gas mileage â€”
even with the top engine, which is considerably more powerful by roughly horsepower than the
old cubic inch V8. The base engine has also been replaced, with the old 3. A horsepower V8, of
the same family as the V6, sits in the middle, providing extra torque at much lower cost than the
5. Amazingly, the Hemi â€” which features pushrods rather than an overhead valve and two
valves per cylinder instead of the usual four â€” has a relatively low smog index of. There are
now three rows of seats to hold seven people. The cargo area has expanded by 15 percent, for
In addition, there are now 48 inches between the wheelhouses, so you can fit those four-foot
boards in, as well as more increased hip, leg, and shoulder room. Yet, the turning radius has
gotten smaller, thanks to a new independent front suspension and rack and pinion steering.
Safety has also been increased, with new, repairable crush areas, the largest brakes in its class,
standard ABS, an optional side curtain airbag system that protects all three rows, and a system
that will not fire the front passenger airbag at grocery bags or small children. The Durango
passed a severe 50 mph rear offset impact crash test. But the true test is the road test, and we
are happy to say that the Durango did quite well around town and on the highway. First, the
comfort level is quite high, with comfortable, supportive seats in both front and middle rows,
and standard on the Limited power adjustable pedals with two-driver memory. Though our
vehicle had a towing package, major bumps and road surface issues were filtered out
effectively, with rough concrete roads failing to disturb the passengeres. The ride was firm,
though not nearly as much as most vehicles with this towing capacity, and not unpleasant for
long trips. Road and wind noise is filtered out well, though the Durango will not be mistaken for
a Lexus ES. Rear passengers benefitted from the standard on Limited rear air conditioning with
heater, that can be shut off or controlled from the front or the rear. The engine warmed up
quickly and provided strong heat through a system that works well on automatic, even
providing notice when it is waiting for the engine to warm up. The ride and handling may
surprise current Durango owners, not to mention those with Ford Expeditions and the like.
Braking is very good, and acceleration is rapid and effortless. The Chrysler Hemi has attracted a
lot of notice, partly because of the performance of the original Hemi engines, culminating in the
cubic inch monster installed in the C, but largely because of the most recent Hemi, the
Producing horsepower, the hot-rodded version of the standard engine became a street and
racing legend, and nothing in the muscle car era could surpass it when well tuned and well
driven. This version harkens back more to the originals, which beat their competition cube for
cube but were more of a premium, luxury-car engine than an all-out muscle car powerplant. The
result is that full throttle shifting is just about as smooth as leisurely shifting, which will please
the average buyer and infuriate the speed enthusiast. The Hemi has an ample reserve of power
under just about any conditions. Trailer towers report that it hardly notices hills. We found it
impossible without towing to find any condition that could tax its ability. Going back to the
original Hemi engines, the 5. That quiets down after less than a minute. Visibility is surprisingly
good, with unusually effective demisters, front wipers that operate on a cam system to clear just
about the entire windshield, and a rear wiper that is equally effective. The tight turning radius
helps in parking, though the long, sloping hood makes figuring out where the front bumper is a
matter of trail and error. The instrument panel is attractive and effective, with M-style indiglo
backlighting at night to maximize legibility at all times, even in twilight. The tachometer, gas
gauge and fuel gauge are all large, easy to read, and attractive. The digital odometer and PRNDL
are neatly tucked away underneath the gauges, which are outlined in a dull silver note as nice
as the M but classier than most. Chrome-colored door handles and a chrome-colored center
stack plate add nice touches to the brownish plastic that makes up most of the two-toned in our
test vehicle interior. One drawback is the massive under-windshield area, reminiscient of the
cab-forward cars. Another is the lack of a control to turn the dome light on automatically when
the key is removed, which is featured on just about every economy car nowadays. This is an
industry trend, not limited to Dodge â€” in fact, it seems to have been started by Volkswagen.
Finally, the extra sliding panel that used to be in the sun visors seems to have fallen victim to
the beancounters. Fortunately, they left the cool Chrysler corporate trip computer, which
provides an outside thermometer and compass as well as gas mileage and other information;
and the overhead lights that you press to turn on or off. The middle row occupants get
traditional dome lights, and rearmost passengers get none. The cruise control, complete with
prominent cancel button, is built into the steering wheel, while the all wheel drive control is a
knob on the dash. We also appreciate the use of knobs for volume and channel selection, but

would prefer separate bass and treble knobs rather than having a single multifunction knob that
is pressed to get the appropriate control, then turned. The automatic climate control works well
and for large part intuitively, but the cluster of eight buttons with an identical feel can distract
the driver from the road, and it takes time to get used to control of the rear vents. Even at the
highest fan setting, the system is not overly noisy, thanks to a large number of vents â€” all of
which are easy to close, though the center vents cannot be moved from side to side.
Underneath the center stack are two large bins, each with a removable rubber base to avoid
rattles, and a well-designed three-coin dispenser which looks forward to the day when the
penny is finally eradicated. The dual front cupholders are fairly primitive but deep enough to
work. The covered center bin looks shallow at first, but after wrestling away a shallow bin on
top, one is confronted with a massive, deep area with slots for CDs and a separate power outlet,
nicely hidden from small children. The downside to this bin is the way the cover comes up â€”
sideways, rather than fore-aft, which makes it awkward for the passenger to use. We do like the
fact that both of the bottom bins under the stack, and including the coin sorter are lit at night
with a gentle green light. The middle row of seats is rather clever, not just because they easily
fold and tumble, but also because when the center seat is not in use, it can be folded down to
expose two cupholders and a handy armrest. The left and right seats fold and tumble
independently for easy access to the rearmost seats. In an unusually sensible move, Dodge
made the middle row seat belts height-adjustable, just like the front row. The middle row also
has its own stereo speakers for high fidelity â€” both woofer and tweeters, so stereo is
separated well. While they look as though they are for children, the rearmost seats are
surprisingly comfortable, with decent padding and legroom for average people. Taller
passengers should stick to the middle and front row, though. Shoulder room is good in all three
rows though the middle row, when three people are in it, may be a bit tight. The rearmost row
flips forward very easily, with the handle built into the seat itself. It includes two sets of wireless
headphones and jacks for remote input e. All told, the Durango is a surprisingly strong
achievement, overcoming the weaknesses of its predecessor and most of its competitors. If you
need to tow a trailer or carry very heavy loads on a regular basis, it might be the best answer.
On the other hand, if all you need is room for five to seven people, the Chrysler Pacifica or
Dodge Caravan are probably better choices, since they were designed to haul people, and the
Durango was designed to haul cargo. Regardless, if you were looking at the Expedition, Tahoe,
or even the Explorer, the Dodge Durango is a more satisfying drive. Your email address will not
be published. Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.
David A. OK, how about being able to show computer fault codes without a scanner? Or airbags
for all three rows? Review by David Zatz. Rick Webster. Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your email
address will not be published. Hemi engineâ€¦need we say more? Handling, value and efficiency
compared with other SUVs, brakes, endless torque with optional Hemi, five-speed automatic
responsiveness and smoothness. Quick Links. Table of Contents. Dodge stratus sedan
automobile owner's manual pages. Dodge grand caravan automobile owner's manual pages. It
is supplemented by a Warranty Information Booklet and various customer oriented documents.
You are urged to read these publications carefully. Save this label for a convenient record of
your vehicle identification number and optional equipment. Any modifications or alterations to
this vehicle could seriously affect its roadworthiness and safety and may lead to an accident
resulting in serious injury or death. The keys for your new vehicle are enclosed in a plastic bag
with a bar code label affixed to the front. The bar code can be used to order duplicate keys from
your dealer or a locksmith. If the vehicle is shifted out of PARK, all the transmitter buttons are
disabled for all keys. Use of these systems may result in vehicle starting problems and a loss of
security protection. Page 11 consists of programming a blank key to the vehicle electronics. A
blank key is one which has never been programmed and needs to be cut. Customer Key
Programming You can program new keys to the system if you have two valid keys by doing the
following Page Ignition Accessory Delay Feature NOTE: The steering wheel will lock when the
key is removed, and the steering wheel is turned around degrees clockwise or 65 degrees
counterclockwise from the center position. For personal security and safety in the event of an
accident, lock the vehicle doors as you drive as well as when you park and leave the vehicle.
When leaving the vehicle always remove the key from the ignition lock, and lock your vehicle.
Page Child Protection Door Lock 2. Fasten your seat belt fastening the seat belt will cancel any
chiming that may be confusing during this program- ming procedure. Insert the key into the
ignition. Within 10 seconds, cycle the key from the OFF position to the ON position four times
ending in the ON position do not start the engine. When the system on a door is engaged, that
door can only be opened by using the outside door handle even if the inside door lock is in the
unlocked position. The transmitter need not be pointed at the vehicle to activate the system.
Opening a door with the Security Alarm activated will cause the alarm to sound. If the desired

programming was not achieved or to reactivate this feature, repeat the above steps. Flash
Lamps with Lock Programming 1. Operation is subject to the following conditions: 1. This
device may not cause harmful interference. Page 23 2. Fasten your seat belt Fastening the
seatbelt will cancel any chiming that may confuse you during this program- ming procedure.
Place the key into the ignition. Turn the ignition to the ON position Do not start the engine. If the
key fob is equipped with a screw, remove the screw. With the transmitter buttons facing down,
use a flat blade to pry the two halves of the transmitter apart. Make sure not to damage the
elastomer seal during removal. After all the doors are locked and closed the security light in the
instrument cluster will flash rapidly to signal that the system is arming. To open the liftgate, pull
out on the outside handle and lift. There is a single opening and closing switch on the
passenger doors for passenger window control. This feature can be turned off by your
authorized dealer. If you will be carrying children too small for adult-size seat belts, your seat
belts or the LATCH feature refer to the Child Restraint section in this manual , can be used to
hold infant and child restraint systems. Please pay close attention to the information in this
section. But in a colli- sion, the belt will lock and reduce the risk of your striking the inside of
the vehicle or being thrown out. It is extremely dangerous to ride in a cargo area, inside or
outside of a vehicle. Enter the vehicle and close the door. Sit back and adjust the seat. The seat
belt latch plate is above the back of the front seat, next to your arm in the rear seat. The lap
portion could ride too high on your body, possibly causing internal injuries. Always buckle your
belt into the buckle nearest you. Always wear the lap belt as low as pos- sible and keep it snug.
Push in on the anchorage release button to release the anchorage, and then move it up or down
to the position that serves you best. Page Seat Belt Pretensioners Automatic Locking Mode To
convert from the normal emergency locking mode to the automatic locking mode, grasp the
shoulder belt portion and pull all of the webbing out of the retractor. Allow some of the webbing
to retract into the retractor, as the belt retracts you will hear a clicking sound to indicate the
seat belt is now in the automatic locking mode. Keeping the mother safe is the best way to keep
the baby safe. Pregnant women should wear the lap part of the belt across the thighs and as
snug against the hips as possible. Keep the belt low so that it does not come across the
abdomen. You may damage the airbags and you could be injured be- cause the airbags are not
there to protect you. These protective covers for the airbag cushions are de- signed to open
only when the airbags are inflating. Here are some simple steps you can follow to minimize the
risk of harm from a deploying airbag. The airbags work with your seat belt to restrain you
properly. Always wear your seat belts even though you have airbags. Page 43 light either
momentarily or continuously. If the light does not come on, stays on after you start the vehicle,
or if it comes on as you drive, have the airbag system checked right away. Relatively light
objects like brief cases and grocery bags will also turn on the PAD Indicator Light. The PAD
Indicator Light will be off when teenagers, most children and most children in forward-facing
seats are in the front passenger seat. Page 45 The OCS classifies an occupant using weight
sensors mounted in the base of the front passenger seat. Any weight on the seat will be sensed
by the system. Objects hanging on the seat or other passengers pushing down on the seat will
also be sensed. The weight of an adult will cause the system to turn the airbag on. Once the
lodged object is removed, the fault will be automatically cleared after a short period of time. The
OCM classifies the occupant into categories based on the measurements made by the seat
weight sensors. The ORC uses the occupant category to determine whether the front passenger
airbag should be turned off. If A Deployment Occurs The airbag system is designed to deploy
the airbags when the impact sensors detect a moderate-to-severe frontal collision, to help
restrain the driver and front Deployed airbags and seat belt pretensioners cannot protect you in
another collision. Have the airbags, seat belt pretensioners, and the front passenger seat belt
retractor assembly, replaced by an authorized dealer as soon as possible. Also, have the
Occupant Classification System serviced as well. In addition, approximately 5 seconds after the
vehicle has stopped moving, the interior lights will light until the ignition switch is turned off.
Page 51 Infants and Small Children There are different sizes and types of restraints for children
from newborn size to the child almost large enough for an adult seat belt. Page 53 Standards.
The manufacturer recommends that you try a child restraint in the vehicle seats where you will
use it before you buy it. Check the label on the restraint for weight and height limits. Not all
child restraint systems will be installed as described here. The rear seat lower anchorages are
round bars, located at the rear of the seat cushion where it meets the seat back, and are just
visible when you lean into the rear seat to install the child restraint. Improper installation of a
child restraint to the LATCH anchorages can lead to failure of an infant or child restraint. The
child could be badly injured or killed. Disconnect the latch plate from the buckle, turn the latch
plate around, and insert the latch plate into the buckle again. There are no tether anchor
provisions for the third seating row in your vehicle, the hooks in the rear floor are not designed

to withstand the forces that may occur during a crash. An incorrectly anchored tether strap
could lead to seat failure and injury to the child. In a collision, the seat could come loose and
allow the child to crash into the inside of the vehicle or other passengers, or even be thrown
from the vehicle. Drive moderately during the first miles km. If so, adjust your climate control
system to force outside air into the vehicle. Check for stones, nails, glass or other objects
lodged in the tread. Inspect for tread cuts or sidewall cracks. Check wheel nuts for tightness
and tires for proper pressure. A two-point pivot system allows for horizontal and vertical
adjustment of the mirror. Annoying headlight glare can be reduced by moving the small control
under the mirror to the night position toward rear of truck. To avoid damage to the mirror during
cleaning, never spray any cleaning solution directly onto the mirror. Apply the solution onto a
clean cloth and wipe the mirror clean. To adjust a mirror, turn the control wand toward the left
or right mirror positions indicated. Tilt the control wand in the direction you want the mirror to
move. Vehicles and other objects seen in the right side convex mirror will look smaller and
farther away than they really are. Relying too much on your right side mirror could cause you to
collide with another vehicle or other object. Use your inside mirror when judging the size or
distance of a vehicle seen in the right side mirror. This feature is controlled by the inside mirror
and can be turned off by pressing the button at the base of the inside mirror. Page 75 access
the system. The diagram below shows the mirror with the appropriate buttons. If your cellular
phone has a different profile i. You will be prompted for a specific command and then guided
through the available options. This will allow you to have multiple numbers for each phonebook
entry. Lift the lever and move the seat to the desired position. Release the bar to lock the seat
into position. Using body pressure, move forward and rearward on the seat to be sure the seat
adjusters have latched. Adjusting a seat while the vehicle is moving is dangerous. The sudden
movement of the seat could cause you to lose control. The seat belt might not be properly
adjusted and you could be injured. Adjust any seat only while the vehicle is parked. Moving the
lumbar control lever fore and aft increases or decreases the lumbar support. The top switch
controls the seatback recline adjustment. The controls for the front heated seats are located on
the center of the instrument panel, below the climate con- trols. Thus, a maximum of four hours
of operation until the system is reactivated. If the low heat setting is initially selected, the
system will operate for two hours and then turn off. If the indicator lamp on the heated seat
switch does not light when the switch is depressed or if heated seats does not operate, the
system should be serviced by a qualified technician. Once the seatback is in a folded position
continue raising the lever fully to release the cushion latches and tumble the seat. Pull up and
forward on either one of the 2 straps at the front of the cushion. Page 95 To Achieve Maximum
Cargo Capacity Pull up the release handles and strap on the second row seats and fold the seat
backs flat. Then fold the third row seat flat. Unsnap the flipper panel on the third row seat and
flip it forward on the backs of the second row seats. NOTE: When returning the second row
seats to their upright position, always snap the third row seat flipper panel s back to the third
row seat first. Pull up the release handle and move the seatback forward. This can be done from
either in front of or behind the third row seat. Then pull on the pull strap on the seat back to
reposition the seat s to an upright position. NOTE: Make sure the seatback is properly engaged
to lock the seatback to a upright position. Your vehicle was delivered with two Remote Keyless
Entry transmitters. One or both transmitters can be linked to either memory position. Page
Memory Position Recall 4. The next step must be per- formed within 10 seconds if you desire to
also use a Remote Keyless Entry transmitter to recall memory po- sitions. Page Driver Easy Exit
And Easy Entry Control control may be restored by first reaching the recently limited or
obstructed position, then release and reactivate the same button or buttons. Continued seat
travel beyond the obstructed position will indicate the recently encoun- tered self-limitation has
been cleared. First pull the hood release lever located under the left side of the instrument
panel. Then push the safety latch lever to the right. It is located between the grille openings left
of the center. If the hood is not fully latched, it could fly up when the vehicle is moving and
block your forward vision. Be sure all hood latches are fully latched before driving. Page Battery
Saver all the way down to the OFF detent will cause all the interior lights to go out. The
brightness of the instrument panel lighting can be regulated by rotating the dimmer control up
brighter or down dimmer. This delay is initiated when the ignition is cycled off while the
headlight switch is on, and then the headlight switch is cycled off. NOTE: This feature can be
activated by your authorized dealer. The fog lights will operate only when the parking lights are
ON or when the vehicle headlights are ON low beam. An indicator light located in the instrument
cluster will illuminate when the fog lights are on. Page Passing Light of the front and rear turn
signal lights. If an indicator fails to light when the lever is moved, it would suggest that the
switch or indicator lamp is defective. If a defective bulb or wiring circuit is detected for the turn
signal system, the arrow indicators will flash at a faster rate. Turn the end of the handle to select

the desired wiper speed. Intermittent Wiper System The intermittent feature of this system was
designed for use when weather conditions make a single wiping cycle, with a variable pause
between cycles, desirable. Sudden loss of visibility through the windshield could lead to an
accident. You might not see other vehicles or other obstacles. To avoid sudden icing of the
windshield during freezing weather, warm the windshield with defroster before and during windshield washer use. If wheel spin is detected, the pressure to the brake system of the slipping
wheel s is modulated to provide enhanced acceleration. This will occur even if you used the
switch to turn the system OFF. Tilting the steering column while the vehicle is moving is
dangerous. Without a stable steering col- umn, you could lose control of the vehicle and have
an accident. Adjust the column only while the ve- hicle is stopped. Page Adjustment Adjustment
1. Position the driver seat so that you are at least 10 inches mm away from the airbag located in
the center of the steering wheel. Fasten and adjust the seatbelts. Move the adjustable pedal
switch, located to the left of the steering column near the parking brake release, up to move the
pedals toward the driver or down to move the pedals away from the driver. The controls are
mounted on the steering wheel. Leaving the Speed Control ON when not in use is dangerous.
You could accidentally set the system to cause it to go faster than you want. You could lose
control and have an accident. Your vehicle could go too fast for the conditions, and you could
lose control. An accident could be the result. Both lights illuminate as courtesy lights when a
door is opened, when the dimmer control is rotated to the courtesy light position fully upward
position , or when the UNLOCK button is pressed on the Remote Keyless Entry transmitter, if so
equipped. This display mode becomes less sensitive to instantaneous changes in fuel
consumption as the number of total vehicle miles since the last reset increases. Drive carefully
under such conditions to prevent an accident and possible per- sonal injury or property
damage. The CAL symbol will turn off and the compass will function normally. Compass
Variance is the difference between magnetic north and geographic north. In some areas of the
country, the difference between magnetic and geographic north is great enough to cause the
compass to give false readings. The last vari- ance zone number will be displayed. Page For
additional information on HomeLink , call 1â€”â€” â€”, or on the internet at A moving garage
door can cause injury to people and pets in the path of the door. People or pets could be
seriously or fatally injured. It is also recom- mended that a new battery be placed in the
hand-held transmitter of the device being programmed to HomeLink for quicker training and
accurate transmis- sion of the radio-frequency signal. Your motorized door or gate will open
and close while you are training the Universal Transceiver. Do not train the transceiver if people
or pets are in the path of the door or gate. A moving door or gate can cause serious injury or
death to people and pets or damage to objects. Page Using Homelink If you live in Canada or
you are having difficulties programming a gate operator by using the Program- ming
procedures regardless of where you live , replace Programming HomeLink step 3 with the
following: NOTE: If programming a garage door opener or gate operator, it is advised to unplug
the device during the cycling process to prevent possible overheating. Press and hold the
desired HomeLink button. Do NOT release the button. Pressing the open end of the rocker
switch once moves the panel to a comfort stop position short of full opening. Pressing and
holding the switch causes the panel to continue moving rearward, up to the full-open position.
Never leave children in a vehicle, with the keys in the ignition switch. Occupants, particularly
unat- tended children, can become entrapped by the power sunroof while operating the power
sunroof switch. Such entrapment may result in serious injury or death. Page Sunroof
Maintenance the rear windows open, open the front and rear windows together to minimize the
buffeting. If the buffeting occurs with the sunroof open, adjust the sunroof opening to minimize
the buffeting or open any window. Sunroof Maintenance Use only a nonabrasive cleaner and a
soft cloth to clean the glass panel. Cup Holders The Durango has 8 cupholders. Four are
located in the center console, two are located in the second row armrest, and two are located in
the right hand quarter panel for third row occupants. To avoid damage to the roof rack and
vehicle, do not exceed the maximum roof rack load capacity. Always distribute heavy loads as
evenly as possible and secure the load appropriately. Long loads which extend over the
windshield, such as wood panels or surfboards, should be secured to both the front and rear of
the vehicle. Page Climate Controls Fuel Gage The fuel gauge shows level of fuel in tank when
ignition switch is in the ON position. Temperature Gage The temperature gage indicates engine
coolant temperature. Any reading within the normal range indicates that the cooling system is
operat- ing satisfactorily. Driving with a hot engine cooling system could damage your vehicle.
If the temperature light is on, safely pull over and stop the vehicle. Idle the vehicle in neutral
with the air conditioner turned off until the light turns off. Page engine is started. If the light
stays on or turns on while driving, it indicates a problem with the charging system. Immediate
service should be obtained. For a good signal the display will place a box around the selected

transmission range PRND This is to prevent overheating of the brake system and is a normal
condition. The system will remain disabled for about 4 minutes until the brakes have cooled. If
the light remains on when the parking brake has been disengaged, and the fluid level is at the
full mark on the master cylinder reservoir, it indicates a possible brake hydraulic system
malfunction. Prolonged driving with the MIL on could cause damage to the engine control
system. It also could affect fuel economy and driveability. If the MIL is flashing, severe catalytic
converter damage and power loss will soon occur. Immediate service is required. Press and
hold the time button until the hours blink. To stop the scan function, press the button a second
time. Many radio stations do not currently broad- cast PTY information. The display will show
the disc number, the track number, and index time in minutes and seconds. Play will begin at
the start of track 1. This feature plays the selections on the compact disc in random order to
provide an interesting change of pace. Multisession discs may contain combinations of normal
CD audio tracks and computer files including MP3 files. ID3 version 2 is not supported by the
radios. Pressing the button within the first ten seconds plays the previous file. Press and hold
the MSG button while in the message display priority mode or elapsed time display priority
mode will display the song title for each file. Press the top of the button to search up and the
bottom of the button to search down. Holding the TUNE button causes the radio to bypass
channels until the button is released. Pressing a pre-set memory button during a music type
scan, will call up the memory channel and stop the search. Reach behind the wheel to access
the switches. Try a known good disc before considering disc player service. NOTE: To improve
your selection choices, the system allows you to operate at intermediate positions between the
major modes. These intermediate positions are iden- tified by the small dots and give an even
blend of both modes. The warmer air goes to the floor outlets. This feature gives improved
comfort during sunny but cool conditions. Heat Floor Outside air flows primarily through the
floor out- lets located under the instrument panel. Page Rear Temperature Control - If Equipped
Temperature Control The temperature of the air is controlled by a slide located on the top center
of the control panel. Move the slide left or right to change the temperature. The blue area of the
scale indicates cooler temperatures while the red area indicates warmer temperatures. Floor
mode in the front will give you floor in the rear. Based on the sensor input, the system will automatically control comfort by varying the temperature, fan speed, and mode. This maintains a
comfortable tempera- ture, even under changing conditions. Pressing the fan speed button or
any mode button places the system into manual operation. While in manual operation there are
six fan speeds available and the choice of any mode. It will not operate in Mix, or Defrost
modes. The recirculation symbol will flash three times indicating recirculation is not available in
these modes. NOTE: If the interior of the windows begin to fog, press the recirculate button to
return to outside air. This dehumidifies the air to help dry the windshield. Each of these outlets
can be individually adjusted to direct the flow of air. Moving the air vane knobs on the outlets to
one side will shut off the airflow. Interior fogging on the windshield can be quickly removed by
selecting the defrost mode. Regular cleaning of the inside of the windows with a non-filming
cleaning solution vinegar and water works very well will help prevent contaminates cigarette
smoke, perfumes, etc. Pressing the rotating switch inward activates the rear window washer.
Rotating the switch will enable one of five intermittent delay times for the rear wiper. When the
vehicle is restarted, the wiper will resume operation. Rear Window Defrosting A push-button
type switch is located in the climate control panel. Page Snowplow Waiting a few seconds
between such intervals will protect the starter from overheating. Page Normal Starting Normal
Starting Normal Starting of either a warm or cold engine is obtained without pumping or
depressing the accelerator pedal. If the engine fails to start within 10 seconds, turn the key to
the OFF position, wait 5 seconds, then repeat the starting procedure. Never pour fuel or other
flammable liquid into the throttle body air inlet opening in an attempt to start the vehicle. This
could result in flash fire causing serious personal injury. After Starting The idle speed is
automatically controlled on fuel injected engines and will decrease as the engine warms up.
Remember to disconnect the cord before driving. Damage to the volt electrical cord could cause
electrocution. The selector lever is mounted on the right side of the steering column. To drive,
move the selector lever from Park or Neutral to the desired drive position. Your vehicle could
move and injure you and others if it is not completely in P Park. Check by trying to move the
gearshift lever back and forth without first pulling the lever toward you, after you have set it in P
Park. Engine may be started in this range. Set the parking brake if you must leave the vehicle.
NOTE: If the vehicle is started in extremely cold tem- peratures, the transmission may not shift
into Overdrive and will automatically select the most desirable gear for operation at this
temperature. Normal operation will resume when the transmission fluid temperature has risen to
a suitable level. Page performance and reduce the potential for transmission overheating or
failure due to excessive shifting. Shifts into Overdrive 4th gear are allowed during steady cruise

for improved fuel economy and automatic closed-throttle downshifts to 3rd gear for improved
braking will occur during steady braking. This is due to the fluid partially draining from the
torque converter into the transmission. This condition is normal and will not cause damage to
the transmission. The torque converter will refill within five seconds of shifting from Park into
any other gear position. Page or illuminates during driving, it means that the 4WD system is not
functioning properly and that service is required. Always engage the parking brake when
powering down the vehicle if the Service 4WD light is illuminated. Not engaging the parking
brake may allow the vehicle to roll which may cause personal injury. Forces the front and rear
wheels to rotate at the same speed. Additional traction for loose, slippery road surfaces only.
NOTE: If any of the requirements to select a new transfer case position have not been met, the
transfer case will not shift. The indicator light will flash and the current transfer case position
will be maintained. To retry a selection, turn the control knob back to the current This feature
provides the safety, security, and convenience of operating in all-wheel drive at all times
regardless of road conditions. When additional traction is required, the 4LOCK and 4LO
positions can be used to lock the front and rear driveshafts together through the transfer case
inter-axle differential and force the front and rear wheels to rotate NOTE: Do not attempt to
make a shift while only the front or rear wheels are spinning. You or others could be injured if
you leave the vehicle unattended with the transfer case in the Neutral N position without first
fully engaging the parking brake. The transfer case Neutral N position disengages both the front
and rear driveshafts from the powertrain and will allow the vehicle to move regardless of the
transmission position. In this situation a position indicator light will flash and the original
position indicator light will remain ON. While still rolling, rotate the transfer case control switch
to the desired position. After the position indicator light has stopped flashing, shift the
transmission back into gear. Alternate Procedure 1. Bring the vehicle to complete stop. To
release the parking brake, pull the parking brake release handle. Also be certain to leave an
automatic transmission in Park. Failure to do so may cause the vehicle to roll and cause
damage or injury. The pump motor makes a low humming noise during operation, which is
normal. When the light is illuminated, the Anti- Lock Brake system is not functioning. The least
amount of accelerator pedal pressure to main- tain the rocking motion without spinning the
wheels or racing the engine is most effective. Tires designed to this standard have the tire size
molded into the sidewall beginning with the section width. The letter P is absent from this tire
size designation. Tires with white sidewalls will have the full TIN including date code located on
the white sidewall side of the tire. Tire and Loading Information Placard This placard tells you
important information about the, 1 number of people that can be carried in the vehicle 2 the total
weight your vehicle can carry 3 the tire size designed for your vehicle Page Loading The vehicle
maximum load on the tire must not exceed the load carrying capacity of the tire on your vehicle.
Determine the combined weight of luggage and cargo being loaded on the vehicle. That weight
may not safely exceed the available cargo and luggage load capacity calculated in step 4. If your
vehicle will be towing a trailer, load from your trailer will be transferred to your vehicle.
Overloading of your tire is dangerous. Overloading can cause tire failure, affect vehicle
handling, and increase your stopping distance. Use tires of the recommended load capacity for
your vehicle. Never overload them. Page Tire Inflation Pressures 2. Economyâ€” Improper
inflation pressures can cause uneven wear patterns to develop across the tire tread. These
abnormal wear patterns will reduce tread life resulting in a need for earlier tire replacement.
Underinflation also increases tire rolling resistance and results in higher fuel consumption. Do
not make a visual judgement when determining proper inflation. Radial tires may look properly
inflated even when they are underinflated. After inspecting or adjusting the tire pressure always reinstall the valve stem capâ€”if equipped. This will prevent moisture and dirt from
entering the valve stem, which could damage the valve stem. Page Tire Pressures for High
Speed Operation The manufacturer advocates driving at safe speeds within posted speed limits.
Where speed limits or condi- tions are such that the vehicle can be driven at high speeds,
maintaining correct tire inflation pressure is very important. Combining radial ply tires with
other types of tires on your vehicle will cause your vehicle to handle poorly. The instability
could cause an accident. Al- ways use radial ply tires in sets of four or 6, in case of trucks with
dual rear wheels. Page Limited Use Spare - If Equipped Do not install a wheel cover or attempt
to mount a conventional tire on the compact spare wheel, since the wheel is designed
specifically for the compact spare. Because of the reduced ground clearance, do not take your
vehicle through an automatic car wash with the The limited use spare tires are for emergency
use only. Installation of this limited use spare tire affects vehicle handling. Keep inflated to the
cold tire inflation pressure listed on either your tire placard or limited use spare tire and wheel
assembly. When the indicators appear in 2 or more adjacent grooves, the tire should be
replaced. Many states have laws requiring tire replacement at this point. Some combinations of

unapproved tires and wheels may change suspen- sion dimensions and performance
characteristics, resulting in changes to steering, handling, and brak- ing of your vehicle. Page
Supplemental Tire Pressure Information Improper alignment will not cause vehicle vibration.
Vibration may be a result of tire and wheel out-of- balance. Proper balancing will reduce
vibration and avoid tire cupping and spotty wear. Tire chain use is permitted only on the rear
tires of Durango trucks. For these reasons, they wear at unequal rates and tend to develop
irregular wear pat- terns. These effects can be reduced by timely rotation of tires. The routine
use of pre- Except 5. Page Reformulated Gasoline and durability for your vehicle. We
recommend the use of gasolines that meet the WWFC specifications if they are available.
Gasolines blended with MMT reduce spark plug life and reduce emission system performance. If
the Check Engine or Service Engine Soon light is flashing, immediate service is required; see
onboard diagnostics system section. Materials Added To Fuel All gasolines sold in the United
States are required to contain effective detergent additives. Use of additional detergents or
other additives is not needed under normal conditions and would result in unnecessary cost. A
fire may result if gasoline is pumped into a portable container that is inside of a vehicle or on a
truck bed. You could be burned. Always place gas containers on the ground while filling. If
spark knock persists, lighten the load, or engine piston damage may result. Page Catalytic
Converter the vehicle is raised. Have any abnormal conditions repaired promptly. Until repaired,
drive with all side windows fully open. Curb Weight The curb weight of a vehicle is defined as
the total weight of the vehicle with all fluids, including vehicle fuel, at full capacity conditions,
and with no occupants or cargo loaded into the vehicle. If you do, parts on your vehicle can
break, or it can change the way your vehicle handles. This could cause you to lose control.
Also, overloading can shorten the life of your vehicle. NOTE: Remember that everything put into
or on the trailer adds to the load on your vehicle. If a hitch is ordered, the proper wiring will be
provided. Page Gross Combined Vehicle Weight Rating Gcwr Trailer sway control and
equalizing hitch are required for tongue weights above lbs. Your vehicle may be factory
equipped for safe towing of trailers over 2, lbs. Therefore, an occasional vi- sual check around
the vehicle is recommended. Once the trailer is removed the above indication will return to the
vehicle. The direct connection of hydraulic brake lines from vehicle brake system to trailer
system is not accept- able. Refer to the following illustrations. Snowplows, winches, and other
aftermarket equip- ment should not be added to the front end or your vehicle. Using this vehicle
for snowplow applications can cause damage to the vehicle. Attaching a snowplow to this
vehicle could ad- versely affect performance of the airbag system in an accident. Internal
damage to the transfer case will occur if a front or rear wheel lift is used when recreational
towing. After shift is completed and the Neutral N light comes on release Neutral N button. Start
engine. Shift automatic transmission into Reverse R. Release brake pedal for five seconds and
ensure that there is no vehicle movement. This is known as hydroplaning and may cause partial
or complete loss of vehicle control and stopping ability. Press the flasher switch and all front
and rear directional signals will flash intermittently. Press the switch a second time to turn off
the emergency flashers. A fire may result if gasoline is pumped into a portable container that is
in a vehicle or on a truck bed. Always place gas contain- ers on the ground while filling. Remove
the gas cap slowly to prevent fuel spray from the filler neck which may cause injury. The jack is
secured in place with a winged stud and a fixed stud. Remove the rubber plug from the floor in
the cargo area. Engage the jack wrench extension to the spare tire winch through the hole in the
floor. Getting under a jacked-up vehicle is dangerous. The vehicle could slip off the jack and fall
on you. You could be crushed. Never get any part of your body under a vehicle that is on a jack.
Never start or run the engine while the vehicle is on a jack. For example, if the right front wheel
is being changed, block the left rear wheel. Page When changing a rear wheel, assemble the
jack drive tube to the jack and connect the drive tube to the extension tube. Place the jack under
the axle as close to the tire as posssible with the drive tubes extending to the rear. Raising the
vehicle higher than necessary can make the vehicle unstable and cause an accident. It could
slip off the jack and hurt someone near it. Raise the vehicle only enough to remove the tire. If
acid splashes in eyes or on skin, flush the con- taminated area immediately with large quantities
of water. Page 4. Connect one end of a jumper cable to the positive terminal of the booster
battery. Connect the other end of the same cable to the positive terminal of the discharged
battery. Do not permit vehicles to touch each other as this could establish a ground connection
and personal injury could result. Any procedure other than above could result in: 1. Personal
injury caused by electrolyte squirting out the battery vent; 2. Personal injury or property
damage due to battery explosion; 3. Damage to charging system of booster vehicle or of
immobilized vehicle. Page Fog Lights Page Engine Compartment 4. Page Engine Compartment
5. This system monitors the performance of the emissions, engine, and automatic transmission
control systems. When these systems are operating properly, your vehicle will provide excellent

performance and fuel economy, as well as engine emis- sions well within current government
regulations. Failure to pass could prevent vehicle registration. Page Replacement Parts the key
is turned off. The MIL light will remain fully illuminated until the first engine crank or the key is
turned off. You can be badly injured working on or around a motor vehicle. Do only that service
work for which you have the knowledge and the proper equipment. Page 1. Position the vehicle
on a level surface. Turn Off the engine and allow approximately 5 min- utes for the oil to settle to
the bottom of the crankcase. Remove the engine oil level indicator dipstick. Wipe the engine oil
level indicator dipstick clean. Page The proper SAE viscosity grade of engine oil should be
selected based on the following recommendation and be within the operating temperature
shown in the recom- mended SAE viscosity chart. Synthetic engine oils may be Page Engine Oil
Filter governmental agency for advice on how and where used oil and oil filters can be safely
discarded in your area. Engine Oil Filter The engine oil filter should be replaced at every engine
oil change. Check the Vehicle Emissions Control Information label for the proper type of spark
plug for your vehicle. When replacing plugs, do not overtighten. You could damage them and
cause them to leak. Ignition Cables Replace the ignition cables 5. Page Engine Fuel Filter
Engine Fuel Filter A plugged fuel filter can cause stalling, limit the speed at which a vehicle can
be driven or cause hard starting. Should an excessive amount of dirt accumulate in the fuel
tank, frequent filter replacement may be necessary. Catalytic Converter The catalytic converter
requires the use of unleaded fuel only. You will never have to add water, nor is periodic
maintenance required. Battery posts, terminals, and related accessories con- tain lead and lead
compounds. Always wash hands after handling the battery. Refer to the illustration. This service
should include cleaning of the condenser fins and a performance test. How- ever, the
manufacturer recommends that air conditioning service be performed by dealers or other
service facilities using recovery and recycling equipment. Damaged seals should be replaced to
prevent leakage or contamination of the grease. Drive Shaft Constant Velocity Joints All four
wheel drive models are equipped with four constant velocity joints. Page Windshield Wiper
Blades Windshield Wiper Blades The rubber edges of the wiper blades and the windshield
should be cleaned periodically with a sponge or soft cloth and a mild nonabrasive cleaner. This
will remove accu- mulations of salt or road film. Operation of the wipers on dry glass for long
periods may cause deterioration of the wiper blades. Mopar All Weather Windshield Washer
Solution used with water as directed on the container, aids cleaning action, reduces freezing
point to avoid line clogging, and is not harmful to paint or trim. Exhaust System The best
protection against carbon monoxide entry into the vehicle body is a properly maintained engine
exhaust Page bugs, leaves, etc. If dirty, clean the radiator core by gently spraying water from a
garden hose at the back of the core. Check the coolant bottle tubing for condition and tightness of connection at coolant bottle and radiator. Inspect the entire system for leaks. Disposal
of Used Engine Coolant Used ethylene glycol based engine coolant is a regulated substance
requiring proper disposal. Mixing of coolants other than specified non- HOAT , may result in
engine damage that may not be covered under the new vehicle warranty, and decreased
corrosion protection. If a non-HOAT cool- ant is introduced into the cooling system in an
emergency, it should be replaced with the specified coolant as soon as possible. Never add
coolant to the radiator when the engine is overheated. Do not loosen or remove pressure cap to
cool overheated engine. The coolant is under pres- sure and severe scalding could result.
Coolant Pressure Cap The coolant pressure cap must be fully tightened to prevent loss of
coolant, and to insure that coolant will return to the radiator from the coolant coolant bottle.
Page Emission Related Components The radiator normally remains completely full, so there is
no need to remove the pressure cap except checking coolant freeze point or replacement with
new antifreeze coolant. Your service attendant should be advised of this. When additional
coolant is needed to maintain the proper level, it should be added to the coolant bottle.
Particular attention should be given to examining hose surfaces nearest to high heat sources,
such as the exhaust mani- fold. Insure nylon tubing in these areas has not melted or collapsed.
Page Brake System Brake System Power Disc Brakes Front Disc brakes do not require
adjustment; however, several hard stops during the break-in period are recommended to seat
the linings and wear off any foreign material. Use of brake fluid that may have a lower initial
boiling point, or is unidentified, as to specifications may result in sudden brake failure during
hard prolonged braking. You could have an accident. Overfilling the brake fluid reservoir can
result in spilling brake fluid on hot engine parts and the brake fluid catching on fire. Worn brake
hoses can burst and cause brake failure. If you see any sign of cracking, scuffing, or worn
spots, have the brake hoses replaced immediately. Automatic Transmission Fluid Level Check
â€” 3. Remove the dipstick and feel if the fluid is hot or warm. The fluid cannot be comfortably
held between the finger tips. Place the gear selector momentarily in each gear position ending
with the lever in P Park. Remove the dipstick, wipe it clean and reinsert it until seated. Remove

the dipstick again and note the fluid level on both sides. It is important that the transmission be
adjusted periodically, the fluid main- tained at the correct level, and that it be drained and
refilled as specified. If a fluid leak is evident the transfer case fluid level may be low. Have the
transfer case serviced immediately. Damage may result from operation of the vehicle with low
transfer case fluid. The transfer case fluid should be drained and refilled at the intervals
specified. Chemicals that make roads passable in snow and ice, and those that are sprayed on
trees and road surfaces during other seasons, are highly corrosive to the metal in your vehicle.
Do not use abrasive or strong cleaning materials such as steel wool or scouring powder, which
will scratch metal and painted surfaces. Never use an abrasive type cleaner. Use caution when
cleaning inside rear windows equipped with electric defrosters or windshields equipped with a
windshield wiper de-icer. When replacing a blown fuse, it is important to use only a fuse having
the correct amperage rating. The use of a fuse with a rating other than indicated may result in a
dangerous electrical system overload. If a properly rated fuse continues to blow, it suggests a
problem in the circuit that must be corrected. WLâ€”2 Liftgate Lamp Remove one nut that
attaches the headlight to the inner fender panel. Access to the nut is possible by removing the
fender panel access door which is located in the wheel liner. Grasp the headlight and pull firmly
to disengage the headlight from the fender panel. Remove the two push-pins from the tail light
housing. Rotate the light to the outboard side of the vehicle and 3. Unlock and remove electrical
connector. Remove the three screws holding the bulb strip to the 5. Remove the bulb strip from
the tail light lens. Remove bulbs from bulb strip by pulling the bulb straight out. Page License
Lights License Lights 1. Remove the two screws securing the lens to the liftgate. Pull bulb from
socket. Remove two screws securing stoplight housing assem- bly to the liftgate. Pull bulb
straight from socket to remove. Pull bulb off of connector. These, and all other maintenance
services included in this manual, should be done to provide best vehicle performance and
reliability. It is for vehicles that are operated under the conditions that are listed below and at
the beginning of the schedule. Failure to perform the required maintenance items may result in
damage to the vehicle. Checking the oil level while the vehicle is on level ground will improve
the accu- racy of the oil level reading. Rotate tires. Change rear axle fluid. Change front axle
fluid 4X4. Inspect engine air cleaner filter, replace if neces- sary. Check transfer case fluid level
4X4. Inspect brake linings. Replace spark plugs. Inspect PCV valve, replace as necessary. Page
Miles Kilometers Change engine oil and engine oil filter. Inspect engine air cleaner filter, replace
if necessary. Inspect auto tension drive belt and replace if re- quired. Flush and replace engine
coolant. Inspect and replace ignition cables if neces- sary 5. This applies only if your vehicle is
used for police, taxi, fleet, or trailer towing. Drain and refill automatic transmission fluid and
change main sump filter 4. Replace engine air cleaner filter. Flush and replace engine coolant at
60 months, regardless of mileage. Page Miles Kilometers [Months] Change engine oil and
engine oil filter. Drain and refill tranfer case fluid 4X4. Flush and replace engine coolant, if not
done at 60 mos. Flush and replace engine coolant, if not done at , miles km Inspect brake
linings. Page Inspection and service should also be performed anytime a malfunction is
observed or suspected. Retain all re- ceipts. Do only that service work for which you have the
knowledge and the right equipment. Take your warranty folder. All work to be performed may
not be covered by the warranty, discuss additional charges with the service manager. Page The
manufacturer has empowered its dealers to make warranty and repair decisions that ensure you
are not inconvenienced. There is no need for you to wait for a decision from the manufacturer.
We appreciate that you have made a major investment when you purchased your new vehicle.
2000 grand cherokee heater core
starter for 2004 chevy malibu
jeep cj7 clutch linkage
Your dealer has also made a major investment in facilities, tools, and training to assure that
you are absolutely delighted with your ownership experience. They will help you keep your
vehicle operating at its best. Visa, Mas- tercard, American Express, and Discover orders are accepted. If you prefer mailing your payment, please call for an order form. These manuals have
been prepared with the assistance of service and engineering specialists to acquaint you with
specific Chrysler group vehicles. Included are starting, operating, emergency and maintenance
pro- cedures as well as specifications, capabilities and safety tips. Page Axle Lubrication Page
Daytime Running Lights Page Transfer Case Page Key, Replacement Page Rearview Page
Reclining Front Seats Page Emergency Jump Starting Page Filter This manual is also suitable
for: hb durango. Print page 1 Print document pages. Cancel Delete. Sign In OR. Don't have an
account? Sign up! Restore password. Upload from disk. Upload from URL.

