2004 mazda rx8 power steering pump

So how do you find out what problems are occurring? Any duplicates or errors? It's not us.
Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you are interested in advertising a for-profit service,
contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page
Email this page. Add Complaint. While driving my , Mazda RX8 the electric power steering
module failed, and jerked the car aggressively to the left into the oncoming lane of traffic. The
force was so strong that it caused momentary loss of control. Fortunately, there wasn't any
oncoming traffic at that moment on that particular stretch of road. When reviewing the Mazda
forum there were several other owners that experienced the same loss of control or failure.
Additionally, Mazda had power steering assist recalls for the same problems, ref. My power
steering intermittently goes out from time to time. I have taken it to the shop 4 times. There is
something seriously wrong with this design and the vehicle is very dangerous. Electric-assist
power steering, randomly in the parking lot the wheel will turn all by itself, one way turns easier
than the other, sometimes you have no power steering and other times your steering wheel
turns like butter, I live in the mountains with a very windy and dangerous roads, I've taken it to
several mechanics finally one mechanic just unplug the wiring harness so there is no power
steering. It is very scary to drive especially with a newborn baby. There are a lot of cars on the
road with this issue I know 10 different people that have some sort of power steering issue. This
is very dangerous and I'm surprised there is not a recall yet on it. I've had two friends that are
close to me that have this issue as well, one friend wrecked his car the other friend sold it I
believe to pick-N-pull so it would not hurt anyone, please help and maybe help save a few lives,
thank you for your time and I look forward to speaking with you - Pioneer, CA, USA. Search
CarComplaints. The contact owns a Mazda Rx The vehicle was taken to an independent
mechanic to be diagnosed, but the mechanic was unable to provide an accurate description of
the cause of the failure. The contact was informed that the failure may be due to the rack and
pinion or an electrical fault with the power steering. The electric connector was removed,
cleaned, dielectric grease was added to the connector, and the connector was re-installed;
however, the failure recurred. Kelly Mazda Wyoming ave, scranton, pa , was contacted. The
manufacturer was not notified. The approximate failure mileage was , The VIN was not available.
My power steering malfunction indicator light came on when I started my car. Too hard to steer
my car when I drive. The coolant overflow hose is above power steering harness. The fluid leaks
on the electrical power steering harness causing a loss of continuity and ground, causing a loss
of power steering at start up and while driving and turning on city streets and highways. Its just
a matter of time before this faulty electrical power steering unit and power steering module will
result in injury and or death. On September 15th, I had stopped to vacuum out my car at a car
wash on highway 11 in attalla, al. Upon leaving the car wash I turned left onto pleasant valley rd
at a slow speed in first gear. As I was turning I shifted into second gear I hear a breaking noise
and the steering wheel abruptly spun to the left as the car went in a deep ditch flipping onto its
roof, then hitting a small culvert and landing on it's side. As I was inspecting the vehicle to see
what might have happened, the passenger lower control had broken and the ball joint had
separated from the control arm. Synopsis: Power steering going crazy at highway speeds.
Starting approx 2 years ago, the power steering would shudder, or jerk back and forth, when
turning the steering wheel somewhat sharply , for several minutes after the car was started.
This happened exclusively in cold weather, and at low speeds. Once the car was in motion for a
few minutes, the behavior would cease. The colder the weather, the stronger the jerking it
seems. However, a few weeks ago, the steering exhibiting the "normal" amount of shudder, and
then stopped as usual. But a few minutes later when I was traveling on a highway at highway
speeds , in relatively straight line, the steering suddenly began violently jerking back and forth.
Needless to say this was disconcerting. I was able to control the car using both hands I am a
strong athletic male. The event lasted about seconds. I have researched this behavior when I
first noticed it a few years ago, and there are numerous reports online about the shuddering
behavior at startup. So I was not overly concerned. But this last episode at highway speeds was
very scary, and I think warrants immediate investigation. My electronic power steering has been
acting like it is shorting out. It started off as something that felt weird but got progressively
worse. As I would turn around a corner the steering wheel would feel like it was bouncing back
or fighting back, you could force it past the jolting but it would make corning very awkward and
concerning. At first it would happen maybe every few times I drove but it got more and more to
every time I drove the car. I eventually just unplugged the power steering and have been driving
without it since. It does eventually come back on but does go back off. It also will cause my
stering wheel to jurk left and right by itself cause me to swerve in an out of lanes. It got to the
point now where I have the power stering unplugged so that it doesnt jerk my wheel while
driving. I just need to know if there is a recall that will pay to fix this cause its getting
dangerous. There has been countless times where I am driving and my steering just wants to

fail. Ok so now it fails and sometimes, without warning, jerks my wheel one direction. If I am not
paying attention I could easily sideswip another car. It has done it while driving 55 mph and I
have hit the center medium bending my rim and destroying my tire. I have brought it into the
dealership and they can never get it with the light on. I have paid for two diagnostics where they
have not been able to diagnos the issue. The one time I got it in they were able to see the light
but once they plugged their stuff in it disappeared. They then said the terminals just needed to
get cleaned charging me for that and less then 1 day later the issue was back. Sometimes it also
does just fail when sitting stationary as well and the wheel just starts turning itself and
eventually the light comes on. Please help in fixing this issue. I have had my electronicaly
assisted steering go out on me and pose a serious risk to me and others while I drive. This was
1st noticed with a slight shutter or kickback when turning the steering wheel, while I did notify
the dealership; they told me that unless there was a code they could not do anything. This was
after it was already replaced with a re-manufactured one. When I had my car towed to the
dealership the tow guy even stated to the dealer that the steering indicator light was on. But
when the car was started at the dealer the light was not on. The electric power steering has a
connection directly under the coolant overflow. Coolant causes the connection to go bad, on
multiple occasions my power steering would completely cut out. Almost caused me to be in an
acciden. And from what I read online it seems to be a common issue. I do believe this to be a
huge safety risk. Takata recall after completing the "interim repair" the cars power steering will
intermittently go out without warning, or pull to the right electronically and forcefully with no
notice, this is a seriously dangerous problem as, in addition to the car pulling hard right without
notice, sometimes while correcting for the pull the power steering comes on without notice
forcing the steering correction to swerve left. This involves the electrically assisted steering.
While having an extended warranty that covered the part the dealer kept saying that there
wasn't an issue with the steering, even after I had showed them how to manually diagnose the
issue; and that they wouldn't be paying for it but the warranty would. This has been an ongoing
problem that keeps getting worse the steering indicator light is on and the issue is constant.
Whether at a stand still, driving, or turning. The wheel literally locks up and requires you to use
force to brake it free, when this happens you have to immediately counter act the extreme
breaking force rotational that you applied so you don't side swipe another car. This can and
makes it seem to you and others that you snapping the car, extremely quickly in your lane for
no reason. But also due to the force and speed makes the car want to break traction and spin
out. Another instance is where you have little still manual force on the wheel and then the teeth
of the gear seem to jump or bounce from 1 to the other which leads to a quick swaying of the
car not quite snapping. And finally now and recently the electrical assist seems to be kicking in
and adding more turn to the wheel. So when you think you've fixed the swaying forces the
electrical assist adds more force and it throws you off on how much or less force you have to
use so that you don't take out another vehicle these kinds of things should not be happening
and need to be fixed, so that no one gets hurt. I have had many close instances not hitting ppls
also I am unable to get my state inspection or a proper alignment of the vehicle so this is
putting wear on my tires and I am unable to sell the vehicle - Humble, TX, USA. Electronic power
steering quit working while driving down the road. Not what you are looking for? Search for
something else:. Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent
pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between
7 AM and 9 PM. The power steering pump is a belt-driven or electric-driven hydraulic pump that
generates the hydraulic pressure needed to provide power steering assist. It develops output
pressures of 1, PSI or more. The pump output is directed to the steering gear, often a rack and
pinion type unit, where the hydraulic pressure pushes on the steering rack, greatly reducing the
effort it would otherwise take to turn the steering wheel. If the power steering pump is operated
without an adequate amount of fluid, and the pump reservoir will not hold fluid due to a large
leak. The pump could seize, which would snap the serpentine belt and likely leave you stranded.
If the pump turns and there is adequate fluid, but there is no power assist, it will require much
greater effort to turn the steering wheel, and that presents inherent safety risks. Estimate price
near me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you.
Free 50 point safety inspection. See availability. Power Steering. When to consider replacing the
power steering pump: Groaning or whining noise when turning. Noise can occur if there is wear
on the pump bearings or impeller vanes. A low fluid level or trapped air can also cause noises. If
the pump has already been operating while dry, adding fluid may not resolve the noise and
replacement of the pump might be necessary. Power steering fluid leaks. Leaks can develop at
pump seals, threaded connections, hoses, or on the steering rack and pinion unit. Pump seal
leaks will generally require a replacement. Difficult steering. Should you notice it is harder to
turn the steering wheel, it might mean the power steering pump output pressure is too low, or

there could be blockages in the pump or lines. Damage to the pump pulley. Should the pump
pulley become damaged or is loose on the pump shaft, you might detect vibration, drive belt
damage, or hard steering. Either the pulley will have to be serviced or the pump assembly
replaced. How do mechanics replace the power steering pump? If driven by a drive belt, the
power steering pump is bolted to the engine via a bracket that allows for adjustment of the
pump drive belt. Once the engine is cold, and safe to work on, the drive belt is removed. If
driven by an electric pump, the pump may be mounted in conjunction with the steering shaft or
in conjunction with the steering rack. With either a drive belt or electric pump, removal of any
dash, panel, or steering components is performed to access the pump. The threaded
connectors to the pump inlet and outlet are loosened and removed. Any mounting bolts and
brackets are removed so the pump can be removed. If the old pump has failed catastrophically,
or there is reason to suspect contaminants in the power steering hoses, the system is flushed.
The new pump is bolted on, the pressure and return hoses attached and the system is bled of
all air. Finally, the engine is run and the car is road tested to confirm normal steering effort. If a
new drive belt was installed, belt tension is measured again, and adjusted as needed, after the
belt has run for a few minutes. Is it safe to drive with a power steering pump problem? When
replacing the power steering pump keep in mind: Any belts driving the pump should be
inspected and replaced as needed. The pump will only produce the required hydraulic pressure
if it is driven by the belt at an adequate speed. Power steering leaks from aged rubber hoses,
particularly where the rubber is crimped to the steel tube, are not unusual and should be
carefully inspected. The system operates under high pressure. The fluid is flammable, and if
leaking fluid happens to contact a hot engine part, a fire might result. You always want to be
sure the hoses and connections are sound. Number of Mazda RX-8 services completed.
Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular Mazda Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet some of
our expert Mazda mechanics Real customer reviews from Mazda owners like you. Excellent
Rating. Rating Summary. Joel 21 years of experience. Request Joel.
2002 ford focus alternator wiring diagramcraftsman lawn mower ignition switch diagram
2001 ducati monster
pt cruiser radio install kit
I'm impressed and have already scheduled additional services based on my initial contact.
Finding a good mechanic is hard stuff and I believe I have accomplished this with Joel. Highly
Recommended. Tony 14 years of experience. Request Tony. Tony was polite and
knowledgeable. I will call again when I need this service. John 20 years of experience. Request
John. As rated in the past, John's work has been excellent. He goes the extra mile to insure the
job gets done correctly. Would definitely recommend him for any future work. Jamahl 20 years
of experience. Request Jamahl. My follow up with Jamahl went as expected. He came in,
completed the job in less than the time allotted , and kept the area he worked in the same
condition as it was when he first got in. After the work done on my vehicle, it is now back to
what I remember it sounding like! Put a smile on my face! Thank you Jamahl and to the guys at
YourMechanic! How can we help? Read FAQ. Service type Power Steering Pump Replacement.

