2004 mazda rx8 power steering

So how do you find out what problems are occurring? Any duplicates or errors? It's not us.
Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you are interested in advertising a for-profit service,
contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page
Email this page. Add Complaint. While driving my , Mazda RX8 the electric power steering
module failed, and jerked the car aggressively to the left into the oncoming lane of traffic. The
force was so strong that it caused momentary loss of control. Fortunately, there wasn't any
oncoming traffic at that moment on that particular stretch of road. When reviewing the Mazda
forum there were several other owners that experienced the same loss of control or failure.
Additionally, Mazda had power steering assist recalls for the same problems, ref. My power
steering intermittently goes out from time to time. I have taken it to the shop 4 times. There is
something seriously wrong with this design and the vehicle is very dangerous. Electric-assist
power steering, randomly in the parking lot the wheel will turn all by itself, one way turns easier
than the other, sometimes you have no power steering and other times your steering wheel
turns like butter, I live in the mountains with a very windy and dangerous roads, I've taken it to
several mechanics finally one mechanic just unplug the wiring harness so there is no power
steering. It is very scary to drive especially with a newborn baby. There are a lot of cars on the
road with this issue I know 10 different people that have some sort of power steering issue. This
is very dangerous and I'm surprised there is not a recall yet on it. I've had two friends that are
close to me that have this issue as well, one friend wrecked his car the other friend sold it I
believe to pick-N-pull so it would not hurt anyone, please help and maybe help save a few lives,
thank you for your time and I look forward to speaking with you - Pioneer, CA, USA. Search
CarComplaints. The contact owns a Mazda Rx The vehicle was taken to an independent
mechanic to be diagnosed, but the mechanic was unable to provide an accurate description of
the cause of the failure. The contact was informed that the failure may be due to the rack and
pinion or an electrical fault with the power steering. The electric connector was removed,
cleaned, dielectric grease was added to the connector, and the connector was re-installed;
however, the failure recurred. Kelly Mazda Wyoming ave, scranton, pa , was contacted. The
manufacturer was not notified. The approximate failure mileage was , The VIN was not available.
My power steering malfunction indicator light came on when I started my car. Too hard to steer
my car when I drive. The coolant overflow hose is above power steering harness. The fluid leaks
on the electrical power steering harness causing a loss of continuity and ground, causing a loss
of power steering at start up and while driving and turning on city streets and highways. Its just
a matter of time before this faulty electrical power steering unit and power steering module will
result in injury and or death. On September 15th, I had stopped to vacuum out my car at a car
wash on highway 11 in attalla, al. Upon leaving the car wash I turned left onto pleasant valley rd
at a slow speed in first gear. As I was turning I shifted into second gear I hear a breaking noise
and the steering wheel abruptly spun to the left as the car went in a deep ditch flipping onto its
roof, then hitting a small culvert and landing on it's side. As I was inspecting the vehicle to see
what might have happened, the passenger lower control had broken and the ball joint had
separated from the control arm. Synopsis: Power steering going crazy at highway speeds.
Starting approx 2 years ago, the power steering would shudder, or jerk back and forth, when
turning the steering wheel somewhat sharply , for several minutes after the car was started.
This happened exclusively in cold weather, and at low speeds. Once the car was in motion for a
few minutes, the behavior would cease. The colder the weather, the stronger the jerking it
seems. However, a few weeks ago, the steering exhibiting the "normal" amount of shudder, and
then stopped as usual. But a few minutes later when I was traveling on a highway at highway
speeds , in relatively straight line, the steering suddenly began violently jerking back and forth.
Needless to say this was disconcerting. I was able to control the car using both hands I am a
strong athletic male. The event lasted about seconds. I have researched this behavior when I
first noticed it a few years ago, and there are numerous reports online about the shuddering
behavior at startup. So I was not overly concerned. But this last episode at highway speeds was
very scary, and I think warrants immediate investigation. My electronic power steering has been
acting like it is shorting out. It started off as something that felt weird but got progressively
worse. As I would turn around a corner the steering wheel would feel like it was bouncing back
or fighting back, you could force it past the jolting but it would make corning very awkward and
concerning. At first it would happen maybe every few times I drove but it got more and more to
every time I drove the car. I eventually just unplugged the power steering and have been driving
without it since. It does eventually come back on but does go back off. It also will cause my
stering wheel to jurk left and right by itself cause me to swerve in an out of lanes. It got to the
point now where I have the power stering unplugged so that it doesnt jerk my wheel while
driving. I just need to know if there is a recall that will pay to fix this cause its getting
dangerous. There has been countless times where I am driving and my steering just wants to

fail. Ok so now it fails and sometimes, without warning, jerks my wheel one direction. If I am not
paying attention I could easily sideswip another car. It has done it while driving 55 mph and I
have hit the center medium bending my rim and destroying my tire. I have brought it into the
dealership and they can never get it with the light on. I have paid for two diagnostics where they
have not been able to diagnos the issue. The one time I got it in they were able to see the light
but once they plugged their stuff in it disappeared. They then said the terminals just needed to
get cleaned charging me for that and less then 1 day later the issue was back. Sometimes it also
does just fail when sitting stationary as well and the wheel just starts turning itself and
eventually the light comes on. Please help in fixing this issue. I have had my electronicaly
assisted steering go out on me and pose a serious risk to me and others while I drive. This was
1st noticed with a slight shutter or kickback when turning the steering wheel, while I did notify
the dealership; they told me that unless there was a code they could not do anything. This was
after it was already replaced with a re-manufactured one. When I had my car towed to the
dealership the tow guy even stated to the dealer that the steering indicator light was on. But
when the car was started at the dealer the light was not on. The electric power steering has a
connection directly under the coolant overflow. Coolant causes the connection to go bad, on
multiple occasions my power steering would completely cut out. Almost caused me to be in an
acciden. And from what I read online it seems to be a common issue. I do believe this to be a
huge safety risk. Takata recall after completing the "interim repair" the cars power steering will
intermittently go out without warning, or pull to the right electronically and forcefully with no
notice, this is a seriously dangerous problem as, in addition to the car pulling hard right without
notice, sometimes while correcting for the pull the power steering comes on without notice
forcing the steering correction to swerve left. This involves the electrically assisted steering.
While having an extended warranty that covered the part the dealer kept saying that there
wasn't an issue with the steering, even after I had showed them how to manually diagnose the
issue; and that they wouldn't be paying for it but the warranty would. This has been an ongoing
problem that keeps getting worse the steering indicator light is on and the issue is constant.
Whether at a stand still, driving, or turning. The wheel literally locks up and requires you to use
force to brake it free, when this happens you have to immediately counter act the extreme
breaking force rotational that you applied so you don't side swipe another car. This can and
makes it seem to you and others that you snapping the car, extremely quickly in your lane for
no reason. But also due to the force and speed makes the car want to break traction and spin
out. Another instance is where you have little still manual force on the wheel and then the teeth
of the gear seem to jump or bounce from 1 to the other which leads to a quick swaying of the
car not quite snapping. And finally now and recently the electrical assist seems to be kicking in
and adding more turn to the wheel. So when you think you've fixed the swaying forces the
electrical assist adds more force and it throws you off on how much or less force you have to
use so that you don't take out another vehicle these kinds of things should not be happening
and need to be fixed, so that no one gets hurt. I have had many close instances not hitting ppls
also I am unable to get my state inspection or a proper alignment of the vehicle so this is
putting wear on my tires and I am unable to sell the vehicle - Humble, TX, USA. Electronic power
steering quit working while driving down the road. Not what you are looking for? Search for
something else:. See the Back button â€” blue bar at the very top of the page â€” to explore
more. Add your complaint? My power steering light comes off and on randomly. When the light
comes on my power steering does not work, which in most cases I am already on the road and
this is very unsafe. The power steering comes and goes, sometimes it last for a couple days
before it turns off but most of the time it does not work at all. I have about 15 friends with this
same car and they have all had the same issue. Mazda needs to fix this before a wreck happens
when someones power steering goes off while they are driving 70 mph down the interstate. Add
Complaint. I first noticed a problem in my steering while driving in my neighborhood. The
steering felt very light and crisp when I would turn to the left. When I would return to dead
center and then turn the steering wheel to the right, the steering became very stiff. The next day
when I started the car, the "power steering malfunction" light was on. Power steering was
completely disabled at that time. Upon doing research I have found out that this is a very
common problem with and RX8's. I just got the car back from dealership they had to put new
motor in at miles replaced motor and catalytic converter 3 coils and also told me they had to
flush it out as it was flooded I drove less than miles and power steering went out? I was driving
my Mazda Rx-8, which had approximately 60, miles at the time, when I suddenly lost power
steering in one direction and steering became very light in the other direction. This problem
disappeared the next time I started the car, but reappeared intermittently for several hundred
miles, eventually causing the car to lose power steering in both directions. This was intermittent
for a while, as well, but eventually the power steering ceased to function altogether. These

failures were accompanied by a power steering warning light, which remains illuminated to this
day. The first time I experienced the phenomenon, I was very startled by it and feel that, had the
problem occurred at an inopportune moment, it could have very well contributed to an accident.
Power steering failure. Vehicle power steering intermittently decreases to the point of little or no
power assist. Most common on starts after a long vehicle soak. Secondary concern is that the
battery fails rapidly and repeatedly, and vehicle stalled in traffic en route to dealer to investigate
poor power steering performance. Root cause reported as a failure of the electric power
steering system in vehicle. Per manufacturer service, only fix is replacement of entire power
steering rack. The contact owns a Mazda RX8. The contact stated that while driving at low
speeds, the power steering suddenly failed and became difficult to maneuver. The vehicle was
unable to be driven and was towed to an authorized dealer. The vehicle was inspected by a
dealer who advised her that the body control module had failed. The vehicle was repaired. The
failure mileage was approximately 85, My Mazda RX8 is having power steering problems, one
time it lost power steering while I was driving I would recommend checking this out, because
this is definitely a lawsuit just waiting to happen The contact stated that while driving
approximately 30 mph and making a turn he experienced a failure with the power steering which
made it difficult to turn the steering wheel. The failure occurred on an intermittent basis. The
vehicle was inspected by a dealer who informed him that the electric power steering module
needed to be replaced. The vehicle had not been repaired. The failure mileage was
approximately 55, My Mazda Rx-8 only has 53, miles on it and is again in the shop due to
manufacturer-related engine failure. This is the second time in less than 1 year I've been left
stranded in hazardous circumstances because of engine failure. Please consider organizing a
class-action lawsuit against Mazda to hold them accountable for putting many valuable lives at
risk. I don't even know where to begin with the problem I have had with my Mazda Rx I have
owned it since September and it has had countless issues, parts replaced and failures. The
incident I experienced last night put me over the edge and almost cost me my life. My Rx-8,
which was just at the dealer 2 weeks ago, had an engine malfunction while I was on a major
highway in Massachusetts. The speed of the vehicle went from approx 50mph to 10mph in a
matter of a few seconds. Luckily I was able to make my way to the breakdown lane without
injuring myself or anyone else; however, this is unacceptable. Every single part in my Rx-8 has
been replaced except for the engine mounts and engine. I have dished out thousands of dollars
already and the vehicle only has 44, miles on it. Not only is this a safety hazard to those of us
driving the vehicle, but it is also a safety hazard to those around us. Had the car behind me not
been paying attention my vehicle could have caused a deadly car crash in the middle of rush
hour on a major highway. I have contacted numerous dealerships, the BBB, and am now
looking into a class action lawsuit. Mazda needs to be held accountable for their actions.
Unfortunately because my car was purchased in , BBB wouldn't have anything to do with the
case, however I have 57 pages of detailed repairs that have been made to this vehicle since I
owned it, which I am more than happy to send to you. Tons of people online have had similar
issues; just from automotive. Please help us get to the bottom of this faulty engine and make
Mazda own up to their mistakes. People's lives are in danger and this is neither acceptable nor
ethical. Her name is cortney and her contact information is ext : I received this from the
automotive. While driving 75 mph the steering wheel warning light illuminated on the dashboard
and the power steering failed. The contact lost control of the vehicle and was able to safely
drive onto the emergency lane. The vehicle was towed to his residence. The dealer advised him
to have a diagnostic test performed. The failure mileage was 82, This is regarding a Mazda Rx-8
with about 65, miles. Power steering on car works ok when car first started. After about 15
minutes and usually by the time I hit the highway the car will jerk itself to the left and back to the
right very sharply, almost causing loss of control of the car on at least three occasions. After
jerk, steering light will light on dashboard and no power steering assist is available. Power
steering has also gone out in the middle of a turn, also almost causing loss of control of
vehicle. I found out through rx8club. Experienced failure of power steering on Mazda Rx-8 with
approximately 25K miles of use. Previously, power steering would fail intermittently but would
correct itself after turning the car off and restarting it. We requested servicing of this problem in
April of but it didn't show up in the computer scan of the car so the dealership told us to bring it
back while the problem was occurring. However, it wasn't possible to drive the vehicle safely
while the failure was occurring and it would correct itself once the car was stopped and
restarted. The problem continued intermittently until July 12, when it failed completely. Car is
currently back in the dealer shop waiting for parts that contain a sensor that should correct the
problem to be shipped from Japan. The repair will require removing and replacing most of the
steering system as the part can only be replaced as an entire unit. We were informed this was
not covered by the warranty as it's not a defect and occurs through normal wear and tear.

Failure of power steering on Mazda Rx Steering then pulls to the right during driving and at a
stop, the steering wheel will rotate on it's own. Dealer has repaired suspected short in wiring
harness, cleaned harness ground connections, replaced a sensor in the power steering circuit.
Car is currently back in the dealer shop waiting for a new harness "pigtail" to replace on the
electrical steering harness. Contacted Mazda and they said since car is out of warranty, it's my
problem--even though I consider the car unsafe for driving. I can't trust this car, and though the
service dept at the dealership has attempted to repair it numerous times, the problem has not
subsided. The times that I start the car and the power steering is not locked, while driving the
wheel becomes very loose, then the car shakes, then the steering locks. I have been lucky and
have gotten safely out of traffic, but the wheel is very hard to turn, especially when driving at
low speeds. I would prefer to have Mazda buy back the car from me, since, at this point, I don't
feel safe in my car, especially to drive long distances. But if Mazda can repair the problem for
good, I'll be satisfied. Thank you. Second incident September power steering goes out poor
connection on engine room harness connection fixed steering gear replaced; third incident
October , steering problem steering shaft torque sensor malfunction broken wire
repaired--learned that the vehicle had been serviced 15 times prior to my purchase. So how do
you find out what problems are occurring? Any duplicates or errors? It's not us. Don't waste
your time wasting ours! If you are interested in advertising a for-profit service, contact us. Find
something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page.
Add Complaint. The contact owns a Mazda Rx The contact would have to move off the roadway
and reset the power steering assist through the engine compartment. The vehicle was taken to
the dealer where they advised him that the battery terminal had failed. After replacing the
battery terminal, the failure recurred. The vehicle was taken back to the dealer where they then
advised that they were inspecting the wiring harness being the failure. The vehicle was repaired.
The failure mileage was approximately 92, The current mileage was approximately 92, I have
been going back and forth to the dealer for my RX8's power steering failure while driving at
various speeds. When it shut off twice of the many times, it pulled my car to the hard right and I
almost ran off the road because of it. The dealership charged me the first time to replace the
battery terminal because it was loosing power to the steering unit. Then multiple times later,
hundreds more, they said that repairing the wiring harness connectors was recommended by
their tech line and they said that may not be the last thing needed. First of all, the dealership,
heritage Mazda of lutherville, md, seem to be working hard on this problem, but this truly is a
traffic safety issue and its costing me hundreds in a shot in the dark to fix the problem. Can you
please look into this safety matter, even mike with the service department added that it was
definitely a safety issue that needed to be addressed. On the RX8 club website, there are
numerous complaints about the same power steering failure. The vehicle was taken to an
independent mechanic who repaired the steering column wire but the failure recurred. The
vehicle was taken to the dealer who diagnosed that the steering gear box needed to be
replaced. The remedy failed to repair the problem. The manufacturer was made aware of the
failure who did not offer any assistance since the vehicle was no longer under warranty. The
failure mileage was 52, and the current mileage was 53, Search CarComplaints. Power steering
intermittently goes out. A search of the internet indicates that this is a known problem for
Mazda yet there are no recalls to fix faulty engineering. The radiator overflow leaks onto the
connectors for the electric power steering causing corrosion and sporadic connections. The
vehicle was hit on the drivers side door. The air bag in the steering wheel did not deploy as the
steering wheel detached from the steering column. The side air bags did deploy. The passenger
side air bags did not deploy. The driver suffered a crushed pelvis, tail bone shattered, and their
urethra was severed in half. The contact stated the side air bag did very little to protect the
driver. There was no mention of a police report being filed. The failure mileage was unknown.
The preceding vehicle then spun into the front driver's side door of the contact's vehicle. The air
bags did not deploy and the steering wheel was detached from the steering column upon
impact. The driver sustained severe injuries and suffered a crushed pelvis, shattered tail bone
and a severed urethra. The contact stated that the side air bags did very little to protect the
driver. The failure mileage was not available. On April 3, at 10pm in buffalo NY. I was driving my
04 RX8 around a bend at 35mph. The indicator light came on instantly I lost the steering sending
me into the front of a steel divider of a train bridge. I was taken to ecmc by ambulance. I luckily
only suffered minor injuries to my back neck ribs head and shoulder. I am not one to sue nor am
I'm going to pursue any legal action against Mazda. I just thought anyone looking to buy an RX8
should read on numerous sites that this malfunction is an extremely common problem that
Mazda is aware about but still does not wish to post a tsb or a recall. Love the car but have lost
faith in Mazda. Sincerely unhappy owner. Car would loose its power steering, never on the
highway. Loss of power steering. Restart engine ok. Happened twice again since then, same

solution. Power steering went out. While driving the car, the power steering has repeatedly
failed. This is a common defect in these cars. The car was purchased in October First
indications, the failure warning light upon starting. Used another car that day. I was able to stop
the car before it ran off the road - no failure warning light on the dash. Since then the failure
light has appeared in increasing frequency to the point it is mostly on. When the warning light is
on, the steering is essentially manual, but workable. It has happened a few times, even when at
a full stop and the wheel turns by itself to the right. Pretty disconcerting. The full symptom
description is that it becomes extremely easy to turn clockwise and more difficult to turn
counter-clockwise. I'd rather it was in failure mode and hard to steer than indicating everything
is fine and then suddenly decide it wants to go a different direction - always to the right in my
case. Reviewing the other complaints here makes it seem like a flaw in the implementation or
probably the selected part s Mazda used, but worse even, there are two different failure modes,
one making it hard to steer, but at least consistent, and the other mode leaving the driver
guessing as to what direction the car will travel and when it may decide to do that. I'm having it
repaired and will retain the failed components. When it does indicate failure it remains that way
until the engine is shut down. When it indicates everything is fine, it may fail anytime, but never
indicates failure. I'm submitting this in hopes that something can be done to prevent a terrible
accident for someone who has not yet experienced the problem. The first case for me was on a
dirt road - if it was on a highway As I turned on my car one time, the power steering just didn't
come on. I then shut it off, and then turned it back on and it worked. After this happened several
times the power steering ceased to turn on at all. It wasn't as if the motor for the electric
steering was slowly going out; it was either night or day. My Mazda RX8 had power steering fail
while driving my child home from school. So not cool. Power steering issues, failing, electrical
issues where coolant overflow is located not covered in warranty. My electronic power steering
is going in and out causing me to lose power steering. This is a problem that many Rx-8 owners
are discussing online and in forums. Dealers and mechanics know of the problem with
connectors and racks going bad but Mazda has refused to address the chronic problem. It is
dangerous and costly, I am on my second repair of the problem. Please push Mazda to step up
and address this growing and chronic problem. Not what you are looking for? Search for
something else:. Rotary-engine fans in North America are spinning with glee--at rpm. Because
not since the '95 model year, when the last twin-turbo horsepower rotary-powered Mazda RX-7s
were sold here, could they warble the praises of the unconventional and compact 1. Back then,
RX-7 R2s were peaky, pricey as much as a BMW M3 , sometimes spooky to drive, and produced
substandard emissions and fuel economy. Yet many still say the last-gen RX-7 remains one of
the most attractive cars ever to come from Japan. All that's changed for the '04 Mazda RX The
new non-turbo Renesis 1. We anticipated a hunger for more torque than lb-ft would suggest, yet
its curve is so flat and the tach needle swings so willingly that we have few complaints there,
either. Taking 6. In fact, blazing hot laps at Mazda Raceway nee Laguna Seca and a mph slalom
run here at home underscore the car's true athleticism. Appropriately sporty Bridgestone
Potenza RE tires also helped achieve a stellar foot stop from 60 mph. Mazda says the RX-8 is a
sports car like no other, which raises issues: Does the rotary-powered, controversially styled,
four-door coupe RX-8 answer a question nobody asked? Or does it fill a niche long neglected by
other carmakers? We're leaning toward the latter--especially because the RX-8 is so darn fun to
drive. Close Ad. Watch Originals. Join MotorTrend. There's nothing conventional in this ride:
Styling, engine, and structure are unique. David Newhardt photographer Chris Walton
photographer. Share on Facebook Share on Twitter. Hi there. This is a common issue on your
vehicle. Most of the time this is caused by a problem with the steering angle sensor. The sensor
stops reading properly which causes the steering to act like this. There are also common issues
with the steering module either failing or losing programming. I usually start by scanning the
module for any codes which would identify what the problem may be. If there are not any codes
then I would try reprogramming the module to see if that takes care of it. If the problem persists
then it may have an issue with the module itself. My car's transmission is unknown to me.
Robert Tomashek Automotive Mechanic. The statements expressed above are only for
informational purposes and should be independently verified. Please see our terms of service
for more details. Home Questions. What others are asking Car won't start, fuel gauge and
speedometer malfunctioning Hello there, the first place I would look, with all of the symptoms
you've described, is into the no start condition. The most likely cause of a no start would be a
problem with the battery, starter, ignition switch, fuel Read more. Jerking reaction when
accelerating What you are describing sounds like a dirty or faulty mass air flow sensor. The
mass air flow sensor monitors air intake as it is mixed with fuel prior to being injected into the
motor. This sensor relays vital information My steering wheel locked now my car won't start
Hello. It sounds like you have a steering lock or ignition switch problem. Most of the time the

switch fails which will turn the ignition off and lock the steering. I typically take the steering
column apart to inspect the Water leaking from hose If it is engine coolant that the car is
leaking, you will want to repair that as soon as possible. If you continue to drive it as is, you run
the risk of overheating it and causing severe engine damage Is my repair strategy is good? The
best strategy is to buy a brand new sensor from Ford and install it in your existing column.
Ford's recommendation Possilbe minor blown head gasket or warped cylinder? Checking for
cooling system leaks is the first place to start. There can possibly be a leak that's small enough
Did you check the output volume of the fuel pump? From what you've described, it sounds like
you are not getting sufficient fuel to the fuel injectors. For an issue like Intermittant front end
vibration like a front flat tire,, Hi Gary. Thanks for writing in to YourMechanic. In many instances,
what you are describing can be caused
sc400 transmission
1967 ford f 100
new ford explorer 2015
by a damaged CV joint, wheel bearings, lower ball joint or even a strut mount that is loose. A
wheel weight At what speed do you need to be hit at for the side airbags in a mazda 3 to deploy
Hi there. Air bags on modern cars are deployed not necessarily on the speed of impact, but
multiple variables including location of the hit along with the g-force of the impact. It could be
less than 10 mph or more Related articles. How to Check a Front End Assembly If you have
worn out components on your front end assembly, it can cause a number of issues with
Symptoms of a Bad or Failing Power Steering Belt If you hear strange noises coming from the
front of your vehicle or the power steering belt looks worn, have your power steering belt
replaced. Symptoms of a Bad or Failing Pitman Arm Shaft Seal If the power steering fluid is
leaking, at a low level, or making a noise, you may need to replace the pitman arm shaft seal.
Browse other content. Steering wheel does not respond properly Inspection.

