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The serpentine belt is a single belt with ridges on its underside that travels inside of the
accessory pulleys. The serpentine belt on the Pontiac G6 is held onto the accessory pulleys by
an automatic adjustment tensioner. This tensioner keeps the proper amount of tension on the
belt as the belt travels around each accessory pulley. If the serpentine belt becomes stretched
or damaged, the belt will need to be replaced as soon as possible. Park the Pontiac G6 in a safe
area and open the hood. Look on the top of the fan shroud near the hood latch for the
serpentine belt routing diagram. Use this diagram when installing the new serpentine belt
around the pulleys. Locate the air filter housing cover. Unhook the air flow sensor from the air
filter housing. Compress the locking clip on the sensor with your hand and gently pull up on the
plug. Position the plug out of the way. Pull the air filter cover off and set it to the side of the air
filter housing. Jack up the front of the Pontiac G6 and place the jack stands under the
designated jacking points on both sides of the vehicle. Lower the vehicle onto the stands and
leave the jack upright. Reach in behind the passenger side front tire and remove the plastic
cover from the wheel well. The plastic cover is held on by small plastic clips. Use the flat head
screwdriver to pry the small clips through the holes. Then, pull the plastic cover out and set it to
the side. You can now access the serpentine belt on the crankshaft pulley and the air
conditioner pulley. Move back to the front of the engine and locate the automatic tensioner.
Reach down with your other hand and pull the belt off of the automatic tensioner pulley. Then,
remove the belt from the alternator, water pump and the power steering pump pulleys. Move
back to the front passenger side wheel well, and reach in and pull the belt off of the air
conditioner pump pulley and the crankshaft pulley. Then, pull the belt out of the engine
compartment through the wheel well. Position the new belt through the wheel well and onto the
crankshaft pulley and the air conditioner pulley. Move back to the front of the engine and route
the new belt around the remaining pulleys as directed by the serpentine belt routing diagram.
Then, slide the new belt onto the automatic tensioner pulley. Release the tensioner and it will
pull the slack out of the belt and bring it to the proper tension. Pull the breaker bar and socket
off of the tensioner pulley and out of the engine compartment. Reverse the same steps as
outlined above for reinstalling the wheel well cover, air filter housing and the air flow sensor.
Then, crank the engine and let it run for about one minute. Turn the engine off and examine the
belt again to make sure that the new belt is still inside of all of the accessory pulleys. Close the
hood. Grace Mclain has been writing professionally since Her articles have appeared on eHow.
COM, and she specializes in automotive and business topics. Step 1 Park the Pontiac G6 in a
safe area and open the hood. Step 2 Locate the air filter housing cover. Step 4 Jack up the front
of the Pontiac G6 and place the jack stands under the designated jacking points on both sides
of the vehicle. Step 5 Reach in behind the passenger side front tire and remove the plastic cover
from the wheel well. Step 6 Move back to the front of the engine and locate the automatic
tensioner. Step 7 Move back to the front passenger side wheel well, and reach in and pull the
belt off of the air conditioner pump pulley and the crankshaft pulley. Step 8 Position the new
belt through the wheel well and onto the crankshaft pulley and the air conditioner pulley. Look
at the routing direction of the old belt and draw a diagram of the serpentine belt as it is routed
around each pulley. The serpentine belt is a single belt with ridges on its underside that travels
inside of the accessory pulleys. The serpentine belt on the Pontiac G6 is held onto the
accessory pulleys by an automatic adjustment tensioner. This tensioner keeps the proper
amount of tension on the belt as the belt travels around each accessory pulley. If the serpentine
belt becomes stretched or damaged, the belt will need to be replaced as soon as possible. Jump
to: navigation , search. Look on the top of the fan shroud near the hood latch for the serpentine
belt routing diagram. Use this diagram when installing the new serpentine belt around the
pulleys. Locate the air filter housing cover. Unhook the air flow sensor from the air filter
housing. Compress the locking clip on the sensor with your hand and gently pull up on the
plug. Position the plug out of the way. Pull the air filter cover off and set it to the side of the air
filter housing. Jack up the front of the Pontiac G6 and place the jack stands under the
designated jacking points on both sides of the vehicle. Lower the vehicle onto the stands and
leave the jack upright. Reach in behind the passenger side front tire and remove the plastic
cover from the wheel well. The plastic cover is held on by small plastic clips. Use the flat head
screwdriver to pry the small clips through the holes. Then, pull the plastic cover out and set it to
the side. You can now access the serpentine belt on the crankshaft pulley and the air
conditioner pulley. Move back to the front of the engine and locate the automatic tensioner.
Reach down with your other hand and pull the belt off of the automatic tensioner pulley. Then,
remove the belt from the alternator, water pump and the power steering pump pulleys. Move
back to the front passenger side wheel well, and reach in and pull the belt off of the air
conditioner pump pulley and the crankshaft pulley. Then, pull the belt out of the engine
compartment through the wheel well. Position the new belt through the wheel well and onto the



crankshaft pulley and the air conditioner pulley. Move back to the front of the engine and route
the new belt around the remaining pulleys as directed by the serpentine belt routing diagram.
Then, slide the new belt onto the automatic tensioner pulley. Release the tensioner and it will
pull the slack out of the belt and bring it to the proper tension. Pull the breaker bar and socket
off of the tensioner pulley and out of the engine compartment. Reverse the same steps as
outlined above for reinstalling the wheel well cover, air filter housing and the air flow sensor.
Then, crank the engine and let it run for about one minute. Turn the engine off and examine the
belt again to make sure that the new belt is still inside of all of the accessory pulleys. Close the
hood. Look at the routing direction of the old belt and draw a diagram of the serpentine belt as it
is routed around each pulley. Always keep your hands away from moving pulleys. Categories :
Repairs Pontiac G6. Navigation menu Personal tools Create account Log in. Namespaces Page
Discussion. Views Read Edit View history. This page was last modified on 31 August , at Our
mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified
mobile mechanics can come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The
belt drives many, and often all, of the engine accessories such as the alternator, air
conditioning compressor, power steering pump, water pump, and air pump. The serpentine belt
is tensioned by a hydraulic or spring-loaded automatic tensioner. Some older cars use a
serpentine belt to drive most accessories but will also have a shorter v-style belt to drive, for
example, the power steering pump. Should the belt have visible damage, you risk unexpected
and sudden breakage that could potentially leave you stranded. Serpentine belt problems that
result in the alternator not charging may cause the battery to discharge, which will result in loss
of electrical power to the vehicle. Additionally, if a deteriorated belt breaks and that belt drives
the water pump, the engine will overheat in a matter of seconds. Estimate price near me. Service
Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. When to consider replacing the serpentine belt: Regularly
scheduled maintenance. Typically, belt manufacturers recommend belt replacement at 90,
miles. However, the belt must be inspected for wear or damage at regular intervals prior to this
high mileage. Squealing noise, belt slippage, visible belt damage. Should the belt fail or wear
out prematurely, you may hear noise or you may see visible signs of deterioration such as
missing chunks of rubber, excessive cracking, or a shredded appearance on the edge of the
belt. Battery Light. A loose belt, perhaps caused by a defective tensioner, may not drive the
alternator at adequate speed and thus the battery may discharge, causing the warning light to
illuminate. Engine overheating. Often, the serpentine belt drives the water pump. In those
applications, if the belt breaks the engine will overheat in seconds to minutes. If the belt is
inadequately tensioned, you may notice higher-than-normal engine operating temperature. How
do mechanics replace the serpentine belt? Prior to removing the belt, the mechanic must run
the engine to determine if the idler pulley and the belt tensioner are noise-free. Those rotating
components have grease filled bearings and are subject to wear. In addition, the mechanic will
ensure that all pulleys and accessories are turning in the same plane. These steps help make
sure your new belt will operate trouble-free for its full-service life. The belt tensioner is released,
usually with a wrench or lever, to release the tension from the belt. With the tension off, the belt
slides off the pulleys. All rotating components â€” that is the alternator, air conditioner
compressor, etc. If everything checks out, the new belt is slipped over all of the pulleys while
holding the tensioner away from the belt. Once the belt is centered on all pulleys, the tensioner
is released and the installation is complete. The engine is run to ensure normal operation. Is it
safe to drive with a serpentine belt problem? When replacing the serpe
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 ntine belt keep in mind: On many cars, the expected service life of a serpentine belt is around
90, miles. Should the belt fail well prior to that, a very careful inspection should be performed to
check for out-of-alignment pulleys, a possibly out-of-position crankshaft harmonic balancer on
which the drive pulley is mounted, binding pulleys, or a defective belt tensioner. Attention
should always be given to serpentine belt routing, since proper routing is critical to proper belt
tension, and function of the driven components. Sometimes it is difficult to distinguish
serpentine belt related noise from other engine noises. In these cases, a mechanic will
determine the origin of the noise by momentarily running the engine without the serpentine belt
attached. Yourmechanic was featured in. Popular Pontiac Jobs. Auto service in Your City. Meet
some of our expert Pontiac mechanics Real customer reviews from Pontiac owners like you.
Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. How can we help? Read FAQ.
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