97 suburban fuel pump

One of the worst problems that can happen to a vehicle is a bad fuel pump. Without gas your
Suburban will not run at all. With that in mind, most of the symptoms of a bad fuel pump revolve
around the vehicle stalling out or not running at all. While being in the fuel tank makes the pump
more reliable, it also makes it a lot more difficult to get to. The good news is that fuel pumps are
inexpensive. The bad news is that they cost a lot in terms of labor to repair and replace. The
engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist could be a clue. Sometimes
when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor related trouble code as
well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel pump is that it resembles many other vehicular
issues in terms of symptoms. One of the most common signs that a fuel pump is going bad is a
whining sound. The whining sound can indicate that the fuel pump is going out before there are
any performance based issues. Keeping an open ear can save you from getting stuck
somewhere with a bad fuel pump. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or accelerating the
engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel pump can also feel a
heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the motor feel like it is
running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not feel as jarring. If you
are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters. If you get P or P
trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter causing these
symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going to be that the your
Suburban is difficult to start. A fuel pump that is going out is going to feel the same as a bad
fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad fuel filter very challenging. How
do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high pressure on its input side and low
pressure on its output side. A bad fuel pump will have low pressure on both sides. They are
both going to cause the same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting. The only way to
truly tell is to place a fuel pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a reading from both.
A priming fuel pump sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and can be heard with
a sharp engine right after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is engaged. The
symptoms of a bad fuel pump match a lot of other common problems that can occur in the
Chevy Suburban. Testing the pump and pressure on each side of it are going to be the quickest
ways to rule it out. If there is anything you would like to add, please leave a comment below.
Good luck! Challenges Starting the Engine One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is
going to be that the your Suburban is difficult to start. It'll also show you how to bench test the
fuel pump relay in a step-by-step way to find out if it's defective or not. It's very important that
you start off your fuel pump relay diagnostic by first testing the fuel pump pressure with a fuel
pressure test gauge. If the fuel pump relay is activating the fuel pump, then it'll register about
PSI even if the engine does not start. If you do see any fuel pressure below 50 PSI, the fuel
pump although working, is not creating enough pressure to start the engine and is defective. If
you don't have a fuel pressure test gauge, you can borrow one from your local auto parts store
like AutoZone, O'Reilly Auto Parts, etc for a small deposit that you'll get back when you return
it. Don't worry, once you arrive on the site, they'll make sure it fits! If it doesn't, they'll find you
the right one. The easiest and fastest way to find out if the fuel pump relay is bad is to swap it
out with another. The awesome thing is that you don't have to run out and buy another, since
you can swap it out with the AC relay. Locate the fuel pump and AC compressor relays in the
under-hood fuse and relay box. Swap the relays. We're using the AC relay because it won't
affect any other system when trying to crank up the engine. Have a helper crank the engine. The
fuel pressure test gauge should show PSI and the engine should start if the previous relay was
defective. This test result confirms that the fuel pump relay is defective and needs to be
replaced. This could mean that the fuel pump relay is not the problem behind the no-start
condition but to be sure, I suggest going on to the next test step: Making Sure The Fuel Pump
Relay Has Power. All Tutorials: 4. Outside the gilded cage This material may not be reproduced
without the author's consent. As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from
qualifying purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps
support my work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the
problem on your vehicle. Page 1 Page 2 Page 3. Contents of this tutorial:. Do NOT follow this
link or you will be banned from the site! Hate Spam. It looks like you're new here. If you want to
get involved, click one of these buttons! I have owned 2 suburbans and in both of them I cut an
access hole through the floor right over the pump replacement location and replaced the fuel
pumps Simple job with an access hole!! Why do you suppose GM didn't come up with the
ideah??? Howdy, Stranger! Sign in or Register. On Edmunds. Visit Edmunds How-To Guides.
Service Centers in. Browse Forums by:. What Edmunds Says Pros. June in Chevrolet. My noisy
fuel pump finally quit and blows the ECM fuse when turning on the ignition switch which tells
me the fuel pump relay is shorted out. So I need to change the pump and relay but my unit is
almost 10 years old and has 30G of gas in the tank. There is no way to drain it lbs which will

slosh around while dropping it so I want to replace it in the truck. Why didn't GM put a
removeable panel under the carpet to access the pump from above? And you think this one is
hard, the later Camaros and Firebirds have to drop the rear axle to drop the tank!! My plan is to
cut the floor and replace from above, then replace with a galvanized metal sheet, sealed and
popriveted in place. Anyone else out there done this?? Any comments or suggestions?? June
I'd just drain the tank. Put a thin tube siphon hose past the gas filler slosh flapper, and down
into the tank. I did it all the time to fill up fuel for the tractor on my 96, which had a 42 gal tank. I
usually fill up the tractor and four 5 gallon gas jugs Seems like you are making an awful lot of
work for yourself to cut out the floor. I was told my '99 K has a rollover valve down where the
filler neck attaches to the tank so not able to siphon any fuel out. And by having an access to
the top of the tank permits an emergency pump replacement on the road easier. The older noisy
pump died shortly after installing a Whipple supercharger on the GMC to help tow my 7k trailer
easier The pump couldn't handle the added boost needed. November My Dad used to do this
any time he needed to replace a fuel pump on any vehicle. That was his reasoning tom once
they go they'll go againa nd thats the only way you'll ever be able to chenge them on the road.
On a pickup its easy you still have the bedliner to over up the patch job so it doesn't look bad.
I'm thinking of doing the same thing to my suburban, the pump just let go. By now your already
done with the job I'm an Auto tech. December I guess not as the pump quit? When you turn the
key ON the pump comes on only for a couple of seconds if you do not start the engine. Fuel
pump will not run constantly with key in ON position if the engine is not running. When you
check for fuel being present in the fuel rail it should even when the pump is not running
because the pump charges the line during the brief moment it runs. If you do not have any fuel
pressure in the fuel line after you just turn the key ON it simply means that either your pump is
not working at all or fuel regulator does not hold pressure. After replacing fuel pump numerous
times I would not think the pump is the problem even Mr. Murphy would get tired of this so it
leaves you the fuel pressure regulator to check. If the regulator is bad it does not matter how
many pumps you replace. It will not work until you fix the regulator issue. There is a chance that
you really "destroyed" several fuel pumps during the process you have gone thru. This could be
possible if there is no fuel back pressure in the fuel line due to pressure regulator problems.
This could let your fuel pump to operate on much higher rpm that it is designed for. This may be
a far fetch but could be possible. Step 1 for you is to replace the fuel pressure regulator and
then the pump again if needed. January I shut the truck off at the store and it wouldnt start
when i returned to it after about 4 min. Truck cranks but wont fire and has spark. At first i
thought it was pump, due to lack of pressure and no noise coming from pump. I replaced it to
no avail. It sputtered and tried to start at first after the new pump and had pressure and also the
pump was priming but it just wouldnt catch. Plugs are wet with gas so i think i may have
flooded it trying to get it started. Any suggestions???? Any info would be great Your engine
gets air. Your engine gets fuel at correct spray pressure 3. The spark plugs have good spark.
Spark plug firing is timed correctly. Your engine carburetor probably has an idle air valve. Idle
air valve is used to control your engine's speed when you take your foot off of the accelerator
pedal. With foot off of the pedal the air intake butterfly valve of the carburetor closes and air that
engine needs for running idle enters engine thru this idle air valve that the computer controls
for correct idle speed. This is also the route for air when you are starting the car, i. Problems
with idle air valve should show up also with engine cutting off when you are driving and come
to a stop with foot off of the acc pedal but it also could be that the valve is failing so that when
engine runs it can pull enough air thru the valve but when you are starting it is not getting
enough air. To check for this is simply to open the throttle valve by pressing slightly on the
accelerator pedal when starting. If it starts then the problem most likely is with the idle air valve.
You mention that your spark plugs get wet with gasoline so definitely engine gets fuel. The
question is if it comes in at correct spray pattern, i. There is a fuel pressure check point in the
fuel rail. You need a special fuel pressure gauge to check it. Just to rule out fuel pressure
regulator as a problem I would change it. You mention that spark plugs have spark but is it
timed correctly? I don't know a '99 engine spark timing. I think it still use distributor? If so, it
has a vacuum or electronically controlled timing adjustor which retards spark timing when
starting the engine. Make sure this moving part inside distributor freely returns to spark
retarded position, i. Also, even when you see a spark make sure spark is strong enough, i.
Sometimes spark is present but not "hot" enough for firing up the engine. If your spark is too
weak check that the ignition coil is not bad, i. Another low cost easy "rule it out" is to change
distributor rotor and cap. Doesn't matter if a or a , it is still a FI Vortec motor so there is no
carburetor and the ignition advance is controlled by the computer or ECU. Arrie is correct,
change the cap and rotor and check when the last time the fuel filter was changed. The fuel
pressure can be checked at the port on the line using one side of a AC gauge set R12or R22 and

should be around 52psi. Good luck But it still has an idle air valve that by-passes the big
butterfly throttle? I don't think a '99 is a "fly-by-wire" yet, or is it? I replaced my fuel pump in my
GMC Suburban about 2 years ago. I purchased the replacement at a local parts store. I aslo
talked with a different parts store and they told me the same thing, they do not recommend
Carter fuel pumps for GM trucks!! Thanks bready. April Yes I can confirm that Carter brand fuel
pumps are crap. I have a 94 S10 Blazer and a 97 Suburban. Both trucks had their fuel pumps go
out within months of each other. I put Carters in both trucks and within 4 months had to replace
them, 4 months later the carters went out. I wish I could get a pump that would last as long as
the orginal pumps did. I just purchased this van from a tow company and got a steal on it. The
motor runs if fuel is sprayed into the air system but then dies. Is there an easy way to check the
fuel pump? I need to check voltage. I live on a busy street and would not be able to hear
anything so I need some kind of visual method. I have it on blocks need to get the gas out.
Where is the fuel pump located and can you get to it? Can you get to the wires to check
voltage? I would be willing to cut a hole if necessary. I do have the mechanical skills to do the
job but I am not familiar with location etc. Any experience here would be appreciated. I have
done mine twice km then when it acted up the third time I started to investigate other issues;
there were a recall on the fuel pump module electrical harness, apparently some wires were
prone to shave through and cause a ground. I got suspicious after my tank gauge started to act
up. I have a Chev Suburban 2wd. Just a thought. We had the same problem, replaced the fuel
pump by taking it down to the ground, draining it, and then reinstalling it, only to have the same
fuel pump failure a year later. This time we cut a hole in the floor, took out the pump and then
replaced the cut out bit with metal border soldered on and a hinge so it works like a lid. Stupid
design. I love the Suburban but now that it is starting to break down a bit also a 10 year old
model there are many things I would design differently! By the way, I was advised to keep the
fuel tank at least a quarter full so that the fuel pump does not have to work so hard and
apparently this way will last longer. Seems it helps to keep the pump from heating up which is a
major cause of pump failure. Can anyone tell me of the following brands, which fuel pump
would last the longest? Delphi, Airtex, Bosch or Carter. I just read a string that stated Carter
was not a good pump so I can eliminate that one. Sorry to hear of your repeating problem with
fuel pumps. Mine was noisy for quite some time before replacing but saved money by buying
just the pump and NOT the whole assembly. This cuts the price almost in half but the
installation labor at a shop is high.. It depends on how much fuel is in the tank which can't be
siphoned out before dropping it. That's why I cut a hole in the floor and replaced it from above
and screwed a sealed plate over the hole. This way future pumps are so easy to access and a
DIY job. I'd go with the Bosch pump if it were mine to do again. Also check the regulator or
kinks in the line causing extra work on the pump that may cause premature failures. The
running pressure is normally around 52psi at the check port. Good Luck May edited June I need
weather stripping and body molding for a Chevy conversion sportsvan May Sorry but I can't
recall the exact dimensions and have sold the '99 and bought a newer model. Maybe someone
else will chime in and have the dimensions to share with you July Update 99 Suburban K miles
V-8, 7. Both AC Delco pumps were noisy but this new Airtex pump barely hums on an empty
tank! I will keep you updated on the longevity of this pump. Now if I can only figure out why the
needle on my fuel gauge vibrates constantly New pump had fuel sending unit so I can eliminate
that as a problem, any ideas? Im in the process of replacing my fuel pump for the second time
within 6 months but when we install you can hear it turn off then it stops checked the relay fuse
can anyone help me please. Check to be sure you have a good ground, especially if you're up in
the snow belt which causes lots of havoc with electrical systems. Then check all your plug
connections for a firm positive feel. When there is no operation, check the hot side of the fuel
pump relay for voltage going to the pump. If there is none there you may have a bad ECU which
sends a signal to send voltage to the pump. I am having some difficulties with a new pump and
read about a bad ECM. I have a few things to look at tonight before I post my issues. August
Does anyone know of the brand and part number to buy just the pump? I have the numbers for
the two pumps in my 91 ZR1 at Autozone and I guess one could buy just the pump for the
Suburban. Did you replace just the pump and not the whole assembly? If so, where did you get
the pump and what is the brand and part number? I have a suburban. Many thanks. October
edited October I recently had the fuel pump replaced in my '02 Tahoe - 5. I also noticed that the
fuel mileage had gone way down, I was around mpg, but now am getting less than 10 mpg. Took
it back to the shop that replaced the pump and they checked the error code, which was a code Catalytic Efficiency incorrect. I am now told that I need to replace the driver side catalytic
converter. Seems to me that we are fixing the problem, but not addressing the cause. They can't
tell me what caused the mileage to go from 16 to less than Has anyone run into this problem?
Talked to the dealer and they thought there could be a couple of injectors stuck open. I am also

reading online that one sign of a fuel pressure regulator being bad is dramatic drop in fuel
mileage. The old fuel pump was only putting out about 25 lbs in pressure, and I'm wondering if
that could have caused the fuel pressure regulator to go bad. Any ideas before I let the repair
shop go on a fishing expedition? I bought one on ebay for Drives good with no probelms. For
anybody looking for this fuel pumps. THEY Are all the same from the inside. This is the way to
do it, If you see a pump with a listing name like a yukon tahoe gmc and so on. Go in a web sight
like autozone. Put in your car information then the same information as the listing you will see
there the same part. This is a 3hr job even for a rookie like myself. Cowboy92 Thanks for the
update. My Suburban is not flex, however, that is the pump it uses. I will check on Amazon and
see how much less it would have been. I know I will need a new one in K miles!! Thanks again
Zr1george. Is the replacement similar to the Suburban or the Suburban. Please help. Sign In or
Register to comment. Skip to main content Menu. Close X. Call To Order: Central Port Fuel
Injector. Diesel Fuel Injector Pump. Electric Fuel Pump. Fuel Cap Tester Adapter. Fuel Feed
Line. Fuel Feed Pipe O-Ring. Fuel Filler Hose. Fuel Filler Neck. Fuel Filter. Fuel Filter Kit. Fuel
Filter Retainer Nut. Fuel Filter Seal. Fuel Filter Set. Fuel Heater Connector. Fuel Hose Clamp.
Fuel Injection Plenum Gasket Set. Fuel Injection Pump. Fuel Injection Pump Installation Kit. Fuel
Injector. Fuel Injector Retaining Bracket. Fuel Level Sending Unit. Fuel Line. Fuel Line
Connector. Fuel Line O-Ring. Fuel Line Repair Kit. Fuel Line Seal Ring. Fuel Lock Ring. Fuel
Pump Assembly. Fuel Pump Connector. Fuel Pump Control Module. Fuel Pump Driver Module.
Fuel Pump Driver Module Connector. Fuel Pump Driver Module and Resistor. Fuel Pump Flange
Gasket. Fuel Pump Hanger Assembly. Fuel Pump Lock Ring. Fuel Pump Mounting Gasket. Fuel
Pump Pulsator. Fuel Pump Relay Connector. Fuel Pump Tank Seal. Fuel Pump Wiring Harness.
Fuel Return Line. Fuel Screen. Fuel Sending Unit. Fuel Sending Unit Gasket. Fuel Separator.
Fuel Tank. Fuel Tank Attaching Hardware. Fuel Tank Cap. Fuel Tank Kit. Fuel Tank Pressure
Sensor. Fuel Tank Sender Assembly. Fuel Tank Strap. Fuel Tank Strap Bolt. Fuel Tank Vent
Valve. Fuel Temperature Sensor Connector. Fuel Vapor Pressure Sensor Connector.
Turbocharger Boost Solenoid. Air Intake. Body Electrical. Chemicals and Fluids. Climate
Control. Cooling System. Diesel Injection. Drive Belts. Engine Electrical. Engine Mechanical.
Fuel Injection. AC Delco. Action Crash. Brute Power. DIY Solutions. Spectra Premium. US Motor
Works. Shop By Vehicle. Click to Enlarge. Airtex E Electric Fuel Pump. Features: Meet or exceed
OE specifications. Airtex Fuel Pump Hanger Assembly. Features: Gasket Included Airtex fuel
pump sender assemblies feature exact fit, with design improvements, such as upgraded
polymers, brushes, and commutators to ensure lasting durability in multiple fuel blends. Also
features advanced rust-inhibiting finish for longer life. Shipping Options: Free Ground Shipping.
Brute Power Electric Fuel Pump. Brock Fuel Pump. Product Remark: with Installation Kit. AC
Delco Fuel Pump. Product List Price:. Shipping Options: Ground, Overnight, 2 Day. Autobest
Electric Fuel Pump. Autobest F Electric Fuel Pump. Quality: Premium - High quality new
replacement part. Action Crash Fuel Pump. Holley Electric Fuel Pump. Notes: Electric Fuel
Pump -- Fuel tank contamination is the leading cause of premature fuel pump failure. To reduce
risk of contaminating the replacement pump, Delphi recommends cleaning the fuel tank before
installing a new pump. Use of fuel tank cleaning kit FC01 is recommended. Features: years of
OE experience, supplier to the world's top automakers, OE Heritage and knowledge built into
every aftermarket part, comprehensive portfolio for a wide range of vehicles and model years.
Delphi is a global OE manufacturer and all fuel pumps are built to Delphi's OE standards
Designed to operate under extreme temperatures with quick engine starts and to avoid low-fuel
hesitation Improved pump performance as a result of Delphi's innovative design and durability
Lower amperage draws less load on vehicle's electrical system Part is validated, tested and
matched to the right vehicle application Restores fast pressure performance and system
integrity, translating to better pumping through less energy. Delphi Fuel Pump Hanger
Assembly. Notes: Fuel Pump Hanger Assembly -- Fuel tank contamination is the leading cause
of premature fuel pump failure. Delphi is a global OE manufacturer and all fuel pumps are built
to Delphi's OE standards Designed to operate under extreme temperatures with quick engine
starts and to avoid low-fuel hesitation Empty float height and float retention matches OE
specifications and guarantees correct gas gauge reading Lower failure rates due to its
innovative design and durability Lower amperage draws less load on vehicle's electrical system
Metal tubes in Delphi hangers are routed so as to not contact the tank or vehicle underbody at
any point eliminating noise and vibration during vehicle operation Restores fast pressure
performance and system integrity, translating to better pumping through less energy Part is
validated, tested and matched to the right vehicle application Show More Show Less. Delphi
Fuel Pump. Features: Proven in-field performance in global applications Flexibility to adjust
product features and performance to suit customer needs through selection of armature
windings, pump section configuration, and component features Carbon commutator technology

provides improved durability and robust performance for gasoline and flexible fuel, with blends
up to E Highly integrated design for lower overall cost Compact 39mm diameter that enables
excellent packaging flexibility Robu. Spectra Premium Fuel Pump. Spectra Premium W Fuel
Pump. Features: Carter Electric Fuel Pumps are made with all new materials under rigorous
quality controlled manufacturing and testing procedures. Quality Carter Electric Fuel Pumps
deliver optimum performance while providing long life. Carter Fuel Systems replacement
Electric Pumps consistently deliver fuel at the precise pressure and flow rate the vehicle
demands. Carter Fuel Pump Hanger Assembly. Features: Carter Electric Fuel Pumps and
Electric Fuel Pump Assemblies are made with all new materials under rigorous quality
controlled manufacturing and testing procedures. Most applications include the necessary
accessories such as tank seals, patented high-gradient density strainers and wiring harnesses.
Fuel sensor design provides resistance to corrosive fuel blends and additives. Denso Fuel
Pump. Features: OE-Equivalent and direct fit for easy installation. OE connections and fittings.
The high output turbine delivers fuel with minimal pressure pulsation for quieter operation.
Ultra-high balanced armature to minimize noise and vibration. High pressure check valve
provides superior hot fuel handling characteristics. The brushes are designed for durability,
efficiency, and low-resistance operation. High quality relief valve to protect the fuel delivery
system. Image is not vehicle specific. Bosch Electric Fuel Pump. Features: Bosch "Better than
OE design", improves upon ease of installation, drivability of your vehicle and extends the life
of the vehicle Patented Turbine Pump technology virtually eliminates fuel pulsation, noise, and
reduces hot-start problems Electromagnetic shielding prevents on-board electronic interference
from fuel pump Designed to operate under extreme temperatures and under low fuel conditions
while maintaining an extended service life All Bosch fuel pumps are 'end-of-line' function tested
in order to ensure highest quality and performance. Spectra Premium Electric Fuel Pump.
Walbro Electric Fuel Pump. Fuel Pump; Strainer; Hardware. May 14th, Posted by high quality!
Catalog: B. Vehicle Engine Chevrolet C Suburban. Catalog: Q. Catalog: P. Catalog: K. Catalog:
A. Catalog: D. Vehicle Notes Chevrolet C Suburban. Catalog: F. Delphi is a global OE
manufacturer and all fuel pumps are built to Delphi's OE standards Designed to operate under
extreme temperatures with quick engine starts and to avoid low-fuel hesitation Improved pump
performance as a result of Delphi's innovative design and durability Lower amperage draws
less load on vehicle's electrical system Part is validated, tested and matched to the right vehicle
application Restores fast pressure performance and system integrity, translating to better
pumping through less energy Position: In-Line Condition: New Position s In-Line Shipping
Options: Ground This Part Fits:. Delphi is a global OE manufacturer and all fuel pumps are built
to Delphi's OE standards Designed to operate under extreme temperatures with quick engine
starts and to avoid low-fuel hesitation Improved pump performance as a result of Delphi's
innovative design and durability Lower amperage draws less load on vehicle's electrical system
Part is validated, tested and matched to the right vehicle application Restores fast pressure
performance and system integrity, translating to better pumping through less energy Position:
In-Tank Condition: New Position s In-Tank Shipping Options: Ground This Part Fits:. Delphi is a
global OE manufacturer and all fuel pumps are built to Delphi's OE standards Designed to
operate under extreme temperatures with quick engine starts and to avoid low-fuel hesitation
Empty float height and float retention matches OE specifications and guarantees correct gas
gauge reading Lower failure rates due to its innovative design and durability Lower amperage
draws less load on vehicle's electrical system Metal tubes in Delphi hangers are routed so as to
not contact the tank or vehicle underbody at any point eliminating noise and vibration during
vehicle operation Restores fast pressure performance and system integrity, translating to better
pumping through less energy Part is validated, tested and matched to the right vehicle
application Show More Show Less Condition: New Shipping Options: Ground This Part Fits:.
Catalog: C. Catalog: N. Read More. The fuel pump feeds fuel to the engine at a reliable rate;
without this pump, your fuel would just sit in your tank, useless and inert. The fuel pump is a
device that moves fuel from your tank to the engine, supplying the fuel at a constant pressure to
ensure that your engine runs smoothly. Depending on the age of your vehicle, you may have
either a mechanical or an electronic fuel pump. Mechanical pumps run off of the motion of the
engine; a diaphragm mounted to the outside of the fuel tank expands and contracts, creating a
low pressure system that forces the fuel out of the tank and into the engine. Electronic pumps
are typically located inside of the fuel tank and use electromagnetic motors to force fuel to the
engine at high pressure. Mechanical pumps are usually found in cars that use carburetors, and
electronic pumps are usually used with fuel injection systems. Since mechanical pumps are
driven directly by the motion of the engine and contain few moving parts, they tend to be
reliable and relatively easy to diagnose and fix. Most problems with mechanical pumps occur
when the diaphragm is damaged in some way, throwing the pressure system off balance.

Electronic pumps are typically linked to electronic control systems and contain multiple moving
parts; because of this increased complexity, these types of pumps are more prone to failure.
Any one of several different parts can malfunction and lead to fuel pump problems. Although
mechanical and electronic pumps fail for different reasons, the symptoms of failure are similar
for both types of pumps. This interruption in fuel flow causes your engine to skip several power
strokes, forcing the engine to sputter and jerk. In the early stages of failure, this sputtering may
only last for a minute or so before the engine returns to normal operation. Some drivers may
confuse this sign with the effects of dirty gas, but modern fuel standards make a failing fuel
pump more likely. If you notice that your car often loses power when you try to accelerate from
a stop, your fuel pump may be in trouble. Accelerating requires more fuel, forcing your fuel
pump to work harder. If your pump is failing, it may not be able to keep up with this increased
demand, starving your engine of fuel as it tries to accelerate. Certain driving activities, such as
climbing a hill or towing a load, place an extra strain on your engine and demand more fuel to
deliver the same performance. These demanding situations increase the strain on your pump,
causing the weak elements to fail. As your fuel pump begins to wear out, its components often
wear down at different rates. When this mismatch becomes great enough, the pressure in your
fuel lines can become inconsistent. If you ignore all of the other warning signs of a failing fuel
pump, it will eventually fail completely. Once your fuel pump has finally given up the ghost, no
fuel will reach your engine. To confirm that your pump has failed, check the pressure in your
fuel lines with a fuel pressure gauge; if it reads zero, then your pump is likely dead. Some of the
symptoms of a bad pump can also be caused by other mechanical problems, so the repair shop
will perform a number of tests to isolate the true cause of the problem. Using a multimeter, the
mechanics will measure the voltage drop on different ends of the fuel pump to determine
whether there are any problems within the pump itself. Your fuel pump is an integral part of
your car, supplying your engine with a steady supply of the fuel it needs to keep you moving.
Like any device, however, fuel pumps can and do eventually wear out after thousands of miles
of use. If your car struggles with weak or inconsistent power, it may be time to replace the fuel
pump on your car. Symptoms of a Failing Fuel Pump Although mechanical and electronic
pumps fail for different reasons, the symptoms of failure are similar for both types of pumps.
Have you ever had to deal with a failing fuel pump? Alex Jefferson June 20, Open toolbar. Post
by James B. Privacy Terms. Quick links. No start. Fuel pump relay?? This is with the key in the
on position. I've tested to see if the pump is working and it is. I connected a lead to the pump
and directly to the battery and it starts pumping like crazy and I can start the car like that. So, is
it a bad relay? With the relay clicking I thought that meant that it was working. How can I test the
relay, or should I even bother? They aren't expensive I also bought a new relay and it still does
the same thing. So, I have voltage to the relay plug, I have good wiring after the relay plug and I
have two relay switches that are acting the same. What am I missing? I don't understand. Did
you shove a multimeter probe into them? I just touched them to it and had my wife turn the key.
I did notice though that some of the connectors did seem a tad big looking. I'll go out there and
try to bend them back. Can I get the underhood box open? If I can then i'll just pull each wire out
and bend it all back and cross my fingers. The relay fits really really well but the stupid thing
still won't activate the fuel pump. Ground is good 3. EDIT The middle prong is the one that is
supposed to feed the fuel pump. It never gets power. Not with either relay old and new. I can still
just jumper the connection and the pump starts whirring away. Any suggestions? What could
be causing this? Either you have two bad relays or one of the terminals is not making contact.
You can take that fuse box apart and remove the terminals from the housing. Unplug the battery
first. It's one bolt and some tabs. Then you need a teeny tiny screwdriver or a small knife to
release the plastic retaining tabs and remove the terminals. Before you can do that the
secondary retainters need to be removed though. It will be obvious once you get the fuse box
apart. If it is, turn the key on, wait about ten minutes until the light goes out. Turn ignition off,
then repeat the ten-minute process twice more. How does the oil pressure switch that cuts fuel
supply when oil pressure is too low fit into this? Does it drop power feeding the relay or the
pump directly? If the oil pressure switch is defective I could see this happening. Livx, you
probed terminals 85 and 86 on the relay while turning the key on. They received 12 volts from
the PCM and the relay clicked. That means the control side of the relay is working. You also
jumpered terminals 30 and 87 and heard the fuel pump turn on. That means the 12 volt supply to
pin 87 is good, and the connection between pin 30 and the fuel pump is good. This means either
the switch mechanism in the relay is shot or there is a bad connection between the relay
terminals and the socket. If you've replaced the relay with a known good one, this leaves a bad
connection as the only possibility. Connect 12 volts to the fuel pump test lead. It is taped off in
the harness coming out of the fuse box about 8" away from the box itself. It is connected to
terminal 87a of the relay. If when you supply 12 volts to this test point with the key off the pump
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s, your bad connection is at pin 87 on the relay. If it doesn't run, then either pin 87a, 30, or both
have bad connections. Look at the terminals in the relay socket. There should be no visible
"hole" in them. If there is, try to use a small paper clip or something to bend the tabs back out
so that they make good contact with the relay legs that poke into the terminals. This is exactly
what I was thinking. However, when I have the wires pulled out and securely attached to the
relay I never get power at 87a. That is what is frustrating me so much. I guess I could have two
bad relays, but since they are clicking and I can feel the movement inside if I have a finger on
the relay it makes me think they are working. I guess I will go get another relay today to see if it
helps. You are right that the connectors were bent and not making a good connection. I'll report
back later today an let you know. Keep any other suggestions and ideas coming. If this isn't it
the I don't know where to look.

