Car audio fails

Car speakers tend to wear out, and even break, over time. This is especially true with the kind of
lower quality original equipment OE speakers that most cars and trucks come equipped with.
Internal components can wear out or come loose through regular use, and there's not a lot that
can be done about it. That being said, car speakers tend to fail one at a time. Every speaker in a
car audio system dying at once is very unlikely without some serious abuse, like cranking the
volume high enough to blow the speakers out. In order to narrow down the exact cause of this
type of car audio problem, some basic troubleshooting is in order. Check the volume, fade and
pan settings. Test different audio inputs i. Check for loose or unplugged wires. If you are unable
to locate any issues with the head unit, then you will want to determine whether or not you have
an external amplifier. In-car audio systems that use external amps both OEM and aftermarket ,
the amp is the most common cause of this type of problem, since the audio has to pass through
it on the way to the speakers. In the process of checking out the amp, you will want to:. Verify
that the amplifier is actually turning on. Inspect for loose or disconnected input or output
speaker wires. Test both inline and onboard fuses. Although there are many common car
amplifier problems that you can identify and fix on your own, you may run into a situation where
the amp seems fine even though it has failed. When you checked the fade and pan settings on
your head unit, you may have discovered that they were set to a speaker or speakers that had
failed and that you were able to get sound by moving to a speaker or speakers that work. Since
speaker wires are often routed behind panels and molding, under seats, and beneath the carpet,
it can be difficult to visibly inspect them. Depending on your situation, it may be easier to check
for continuity between one end of each wire at the head unit or amp and the other end at each
speaker. If your speakers are mounted in doors, then a common point of failure is where the
speaker wire passes between the door and the door frame. Although door wiring harnesses are
typically protected by hard rubber sheathes, the wires can still end up breaking over time due to
the repeated stresses endured in opening and closing the doors. With that in mind, you may
also want to check for continuity and shorts with the doors both open and closes. If you find
that one speaker is shorted to ground in that manner, that can actually cause all of the speakers
to cut out. Another way to test the speakers, and to rule out bad wiring at the same time, is to
obtain some speaker wire and to simply run new, temporary wires to each speaker. If you end
up ruling everything else out, and you really are dealing with a coincidental failure, then it's time
to just replace your car speakers en masse. However, you should probably make sure that they
weren't blown out by someone cranking up the stereo. It's pretty easy to tell when car speakers
blow out if you're there when it happens because you'll immediately notice that they stop
working or no longer sound normal. If it happens when you're not around, and the guilty party
isn't willing to fess up, verifying blown speakers takes a little work. The surest way to test
whether car speakers are blown out is to disconnect the speaker and check for continuity. If
there isn't any continuity between the speaker terminals, that usually means it's blown. Jeremy
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won't turn on. The remote wire acts essentially like your finger flicking a switch, where your
finger is battery power, and the switch is a mechanism inside the amplifier. The remote turn-on
wire usually comes from the radio, in which case your amplifier won't turn on if the radio isn't
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ground wire. If everything there checks out, then you will have to rule out problems with
individual components. The first step in diagnosing an amplifier protect mode light is to simply
unplug the speaker wires. If you notice that any of them are blown, then that may be the cause
of your problem. If you are unable to find any problems with your speakers, RCA patch cables
that are grounded out or otherwise faulty can also cause the protect light to come on. To check
this, you can simply hook up a set of good RCA cables to your head unit and amp. If that causes
the light to turn off, replacing the RCA cables will fix the problem. In-home audio setups,
clipping is typically caused by an underpowered amp or inefficient speakers, but loose or burnt
wires can introduce similar problems in cars. This is a pretty easy process if you have access to
both the head unit and the amp â€” simply unplug the RCA cables from each unit and reconnect
them with a good set. Verify that the head unit is turned on, the volume is turned up, and cycle
through multiple inputs, like the radio tuner, CD player, or auxiliary input. If you get sound from
one input but not another, the problem is in your head unit, and not your amp. If the amp drives
that just fine, then you have a problem with your speakers or wiring. First, you need to inspect
your patch cables and speaker wires. If the cables that connect your head unit and amplifier run
alongside any power or ground cables at any point, they can pick up interference that you will
then hear as distortion. The same is true of the speaker wires. Using higher quality cables or
wires with good shielding can also help. For more information on how to diagnose that type of
problem, check out how to deal with ground loops , and more details about what causes car
speaker whine. Strange sounds can come from a subwoofer that's overpowered, underpowered,
or simply installed incorrectly, so getting to the bottom of this particular problem can take some
work. This can lead to an unfortunate farting sound, as the vibrating speaker cone drives air
into and out of the box past the seal. This can be fixed by simply seating the speaker properly.
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