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keep your cat as an indoors-only cat to shelter her from dangers, cats are generally playful and
like to explore. Your cat would certainly be happier if she were allowed some extent of contact
with the outside world. You might wonder, then: Is there a way to let her enjoy the outdoors
from a safe distance? There is. You can achieve that with a cat window box DIY. Thanks to the
cat window box, or as some may know it, the cat patio, you can let your cat explore and be safe
at the same time. You can buy a commercial one, but this is quite the expensive contraption.
The good thing is, we have compiled a procedure that you can follow to build this cat window
box at home with ease. After reading this article, you would be able to design a patio for your
cat that will allow her to move around freely, both indoors and outdoors without literally having
to get out of the house. The right material for the construction of a cat window patio is as
important as the process of construction itself. If you want your patio to last for a longer period
of time, you need to get strong and durable materials. Since the cat patio is going to be outside
and subjected to the battering of the elements, it should be able to withstand such weather
conditions. Namely, the material should be sun and water resistant. A cat patio is a small box. It
should easily fit in most windows, but the best type of window for this is a sash window.
Basically, what you need to consider keenly is the exact window location for the patio. Cats love
adventure and thus love places where they can see their surroundings and appreciate nature.
This makes them happy. Monitor her routine and favorite spots. This will help you get an idea of
which window she likes best and thus which one to place the patio on. If you place the patio on
a window that has no spectacular views of the outside, then it would be hard to convince the cat
to use that particular window. First and foremost, you would need to lock yourself inside where
you want to build the patio and keep your cat away from the scene. This is to avoid any form of
interruptions from the cat that would lead to you making mistakes or simply being distracted.
You then need to get a tape measure. Also, make sure you have the right equipment for cutting.
Use your tape measure to get the size approximation of the window in order to know what size
of a box you would need for the cat. Some of the factors you would need to consider when
measuring the dimensions of the cat window box include the following:. See Also: Best Cats for
Apartments. Having considered the above factors, you now know how big you want your cat
patio to be. The next step is to cut the materials to the appropriate size. Cutting the boards into

8 x 11 inches planks is standard. As much as this is a do it yourself activity, there are some
things that should perhaps be done for you by the professionals. Take for example the cutting
of plywoodâ€”which is the main material of the patio. Normally you can cut this at home, but it
would be advisable if you let the DIY store attendant or timber merchant cut the ply for you
since you would avoid making mistakes in the measurement and hurting yourself. Apart from
the plywood, you would also need to buy a Plexiglas window for the top of the box that would
easily enable your cat to view the outside environment clearly. The glass is appropriate for the
cat since it is scratch proof. Much as a cat window box looks like a complicated contraption, the
construction process is actually pretty straightforward. Then you are good to go. When building
your cat window box, you can let the creative juices flow. Everyone has his or her own way of
doing things and thus it is up to you to decide your way. However, there are some basic
fundamental features that would be required for a standard box so that the cat will feel
comfortable lounging inside. Some of the fundamental features that would be wise to add to
your construction would be:. You should be able to provide your cat with water to drink while
she is in the box. This means that you will need to find a way to place the water inside the box
without it spilling all over. To achieve this, you can nail a water bowl to the floor of the box. You
would find your cat taking a nap on your bed or the couch but rarely on the floor. Do not deny
your cat the comfort she has been enjoying all along in the house when you place her in the
box. The box should be able to offer the same or close to the same level of comfort that the cat
enjoys while she is inside the house. This way she would be able to adapt easily and get used to
the box. Control the temperature inside the box if possible. Different seasons have different
weather conditions. Cats, just like humans, are warm-blooded and thus will benefit from a
temperature adjustment system. You may be living near the wild. In order to prevent such an
ordeal, you would need to make the box safe enough by installing a predator-proof screen. You
can do this by creating a cage of steel around the cat window box so no outside threat will be
able to get to your cat. After you have put all that into consideration, you can now get to work
and build your cat a beautiful window box. As mentioned earlier, building your own cat window
box is a simple DIY activity that would give your cat a great view of the outside world without
necessarily letting her loose. The reason as to why many people would prefer this cat window
box is because of space. Most people living in apartments have little to no outdoor space which
limits the movement of their pets. In order to let your cat bask in the sun and get some fresh air
while still staying safe, you would need to build her a cat patio. These are usually quite easy to
build. Or you can hire a carpenter who will help you construct a custom-made cat window patio.
Generally, however, it would cost you more to buy a pre-built patio or have someone install it
for you than to just buy the materials and do the construction yourself. We know you can do it.
Are you interested in building your own cat window box? Did we miss anything while outlining
the steps to DIY-ing a cat window box? Are you perhaps more interested in a cat window perch
instead of a window box? If so, try visiting this web page for more information. Creating new
looks for cats and other pets is his passion. Jeremy shares his house with the wife and
wonderful Siamese cat. Written by Jeremy Vaughn. Facebook 0. Twitter 0. Pinterest 0. View all
posts. In the thought experiment, a hypothetical cat may be considered simultaneously both
alive and dead as a result of being linked to a random subatomic event that may or may not
occur. The scenario is often featured in theoretical discussions of the interpretations of
quantum mechanics , particularly in situations involving the measurement problem. The
prevailing theory, called the Copenhagen interpretation , says that a quantum system remains in
superposition until it interacts with, or is observed by the external world. When this happens,
the superposition collapses into one or another of the possible definite states. The EPR
experiment shows that a system with multiple particles separated by large distances can be in
such a superposition. He proposed a scenario with a cat in a locked steel chamber, wherein the
cat's life or death depended on the state of a radioactive atom, whether it had decayed and
emitted radiation or not. One can even set up quite ridiculous cases. A cat is penned up in a
steel chamber, along with the following device which must be secured against direct
interference by the cat : in a Geiger counter , there is a tiny bit of radioactive substance, so
small, that perhaps in the course of the hour one of the atoms decays, but also, with equal
probability, perhaps none; if it happens, the counter tube discharges and through a relay
releases a hammer that shatters a small flask of hydrocyanic acid. If one has left this entire
system to itself for an hour, one would say that the cat still lives if meanwhile no atom has
decayed. The first atomic decay would have poisoned it. The psi-function of the entire system
would express this by having in it the living and dead cat pardon the expression mixed or
smeared out in equal parts. It is typical of these cases that an indeterminacy originally restricted
to the atomic domain becomes transformed into macroscopic indeterminacy, which can then be
resolved by direct observation. In itself, it would not embody anything unclear or contradictory.

There is a difference between a shaky or out-of-focus photograph and a snapshot of clouds and
fog banks. If the cat survives, it remembers only being alive. But explanations of the EPR
experiments that are consistent with standard microscopic quantum mechanics require that
macroscopic objects, such as cats and notebooks, do not always have unique classical
descriptions. The thought experiment illustrates this apparent paradox. Our intuition says that
no observer can be in more than one state simultaneouslyâ€”yet the cat, it seems from the
thought experiment, can be in such a condition. Is the cat required to be an observer, or does
its existence in a single well-defined classical state require another external observer? Each
alternative seemed absurd to Einstein, who was impressed by the ability of the thought
experiment to highlight these issues. You are the only contemporary physicist, besides Laue ,
who sees that one cannot get around the assumption of reality, if only one is honest. Most of
them simply do not see what sort of risky game they are playing with realityâ€”reality as
something independent of what is experimentally established. Nobody really doubts that the
presence or absence of the cat is something independent of the act of observation. A commonly
held interpretation of quantum mechanics is the Copenhagen interpretation. This thought
experiment makes apparent the fact that the nature of measurement , or observation, is not
well-defined in this interpretation. One of the main scientists associated with the Copenhagen
interpretation, Niels Bohr , offered an interpretation that is independent of a subjective
observer-induced collapse of the wave function, or of measurement; instead, an "irreversible"
or effectively irreversible process causes the decay of quantum coherence which imparts the
classical behavior of "observation" or "measurement". In , Hugh Everett formulated the
many-worlds interpretation of quantum mechanics, which does not single out observation as a
special process. In the many-worlds interpretation, both alive and dead states of the cat persist
after the box is opened, but are decoherent from each other. In other words, when the box is
opened, the observer and the possibly-dead cat split into an observer looking at a box with a
dead cat, and an observer looking at a box with a live cat. But since the dead and alive states
are decoherent, there is no effective communication or interaction between them. When
opening the box, the observer becomes entangled with the cat, so "observer states"
corresponding to the cat's being alive and dead are formed; each observer state is entangled or
linked with the cat so that the "observation of the cat's state" and the "cat's state" correspond
with each other. Quantum decoherence ensures that the different outcomes have no interaction
with each other. The same mechanism of quantum decoherence is also important for the
interpretation in terms of consistent histories. Only the "dead cat" or the "live cat" can be a part
of a consistent history in this interpretation. Decoherence is generally considered to prevent
simultaneous observation of multiple states. The ensemble interpretation states that
superpositions are nothing but subensembles of a larger statistical ensemble. The state vector
would not apply to individual cat experiments, but only to the statistics of many similarly
prepared cat experiments. This interpretation serves to discard the idea that a single physical
system in quantum mechanics has a mathematical description that corresponds to it in any
way. The relational interpretation makes no fundamental distinction between the human
experimenter, the cat, or the apparatus, or between animate and inanimate systems; all are
quantum systems governed by the same rules of wavefunction evolution , and all may be
considered "observers". But the relational interpretation allows that different observers can
give different accounts of the same series of events, depending on the information they have
about the system. Before the box is opened, the cat, by nature of its being alive or dead, has
information about the state of the apparatus the atom has either decayed or not decayed ; but
the experimenter does not have information about the state of the box contents. In this way, the
two observers simultaneously have different accounts of the situation: To the cat, the
wavefunction of the apparatus has appeared to "collapse"; to the experimenter, the contents of
the box appear to be in superposition. Not until the box is opened, and both observers have the
same information about what happened, do both system states appear to "collapse" into the
same definite result, a cat that is either alive or dead. In the transactional interpretation the
apparatus emits an advanced wave backward in time, which combined with the wave that the
source emits forward in time, forms a standing wave. The waves are seen as physically real, and
the apparatus is considered an "observer". In the transactional interpretation, the collapse of
the wavefunction is "atemporal" and occurs along the whole transaction between the source
and the apparatus. The cat is never in superposition. Rather the cat is only in one state at any
particular time, regardless of when the human experimenter looks in the box. The transactional
interpretation resolves this quantum paradox. The Zeno effect is known to cause delays to any
changes from the initial state. On the other hand, the anti-Zeno effect accelerates the changes.
For example, if you peek a look into the cat box frequently you may either cause delays to the
fateful choice or, conversely, accelerate it. Both the Zeno effect and the anti-Zeno effect are real

and known to happen to real atoms. The quantum system being measured must be strongly
coupled to the surrounding environment in this case to the apparatus, the experiment room But
while there is no information passed to the outside world, it is considered to be a
quasi-measurement , but as soon as the information about the cat's well-being is passed on to
the outside world by peeking into the box quasi-measurement turns into measurement.
Quasi-measurements, like measurements, cause the Zeno effects. According to objective
collapse theories , superpositions are destroyed spontaneously irrespective of external
observation , when some objective physical threshold of time, mass, temperature, irreversibility
, etc. Thus, the cat would be expected to have settled into a definite state long before the box is
opened. This could loosely be phrased as "the cat observes itself", or "the environment
observes the cat". Objective collapse theories require a modification of standard quantum
mechanics to allow superpositions to be destroyed by the process of time evolution. The
experiment as described is a purely theoretical one, and the machine proposed is not known to
have been constructed. However, successful experiments involving similar principles, e. In
many cases the state is short-lived, even when cooled to near absolute zero. In quantum
computing the phrase "cat state" sometimes refers to the GHZ state , wherein several qubits are
in an equal superposition of all being 0 and all being 1; e. According to at least one proposal, it
may be possible to determine the state of the cat before observing it. Wigner's friend is a variant
on the experiment with two human observers: the first makes an observation on whether a flash
of light is seen and then communicates his observation to a second observer. The issue here is,
does the wave function "collapse" when the first observer looks at the experiment, or only when
the second observer is informed of the first observer's observations? From Wikipedia, the free
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version. Wikimedia Commons. Winter shelter is critical for feral and stray cats living in frigid
climates and can help them thrive despite the low temperatures. Listed here are mostly
examples of inexpensive, do-it-yourself shelters that can be built in a matter of hours or less.
Further down this page, you'll find info on placement of shelters, insulating materials to place
inside your cat cabins, extra protection for extreme cold and flap doors. For more on winter
care, see how to stop freezing water. When we first started out, Karin Hancock of Port Jefferson,
NY, showed us how to turn a Styrofoam sheet used for insulating walls into a great winter
shelter that can comfortably house three or four cats. A single sheet 8 ft. Adhesive linoleum
tiles are added to the floor, then all the pieces are attached together with silicone glue. A coat of
deck paint for camouflage and protection finishes the job. This shelter has gotten the cats
through many a tough winter! Follow our instructions and see the PictureTrail created by
volunteer Arjun Ray. Use of a table saw for cutting up the Styrofoam is recommended to ensure
straight edges. The interior walls, floor and ceiling are lined with pieces of 1 inch thick
Styrofoam cut from a sheet 8 feet long by 2 feet wide. Precise edges are not necessary so the
pieces can be hand cut. Straw is stuffed in the bottom and a doorway cut in the side. Like most
winter shelters, it is lightweight and should be weighed down with a board or heavy rock.
Feralvilla manufactures the best-selling outdoor cat shelter on the market. Cats enter the lower
level from outside, then climb up through an inner opening to the fully insulated upper floor.
Shingle roof is optional. The wood composite material, LP's SmartSide, is environmentally
friendly and uses a low toxicity resin to bind the fibers. Perishable items like meat and fish are
often shipped in Styrofoam boxes. The containers used to ship Omaha steaks are an excellent
example. Even vaccines are packed in them, so your veterinarian might be a good source as
well. Keep the bottom of the doorway a few inches above ground level, to prevent flooding in
the event of rain. The silicone will seal the lid and make the shelter waterproof. When time is of
the essence - a bad storm or sudden cold snap may be arriving soon - an adequate temporary
shelter can be quickly put together. Cardboard is actually good insulation. Use duct tape to
secure the loose plastic around the opening you just made. The cats will gain added warmth by
burrowing into the newspaper. Then proceed with steps 1 through 4, above, being sure to cut
the doorway through both boxes. If possible, place your cardboard shelter beneath something
that will shield it, like a porch or tree. Raise it off the ground a few inches by placing it on a
pallet, bricks or something similar. Weigh the shelter down with a heavy rock or a few bricks,
but nothing heavy enough to crush the roof. Once the crisis has passed, replace with more
permanent shelter. The level of skill with construction and the need for power tools varies
among them. Here's some that caught our eye:. Where and how you place your shelters could
go a long way towards encouraging your feline wards to use them. Putting them near the
feeding station has the advantage of limiting how far the cats have to travel to eat during snow
or other inclimate weather. Don't put the shelters out in the open, like in the middle of a yard or
lot, but under or against something, like a building, fence, tree, porch, bush or some type of
overhang. One idea is to position two shelters about one and a half feet apart with the front
doors facing each another. To prevent flooding, raise the shelters off the ground by placing
them on pallets or bricks. If you do this, make sure the shelters are stable and not wobbly when
raised. A unsteady shelter could discourage cats from entering. If your shelters are lightweight,
such as those made from Styrofoam, place bricks or other heavy objects on the roofs to weigh
them down. Encourage your cats to start using the shelters by sprinkling catnip at the
entrances. Your cats will be warmer and cozier if they can burrow into insulating materials
you've placed inside their shelters. Straw is perfect - it's loose, dry and provides added
insulation. Shredded newspaper will work as well. When cats lie on top of these materials, their
body heat is drawn out, making them colder not warmer. Hay should never be used as
insulating material because, unlike straw, it draws and holds moisture. Straw can be found at
most large garden centers, such as Home Depot and Lowe's. Craft stores like Michael's and AC
Moore sell small bales to be used as decoration. Another option is to seek out stores,
restaurants or banquet halls whose fall displays use bales of straw. Instead of throwing it away
after Thanksgiving, like they usually do, perhaps they'll donate it to you! You can also order a 4
lb. Free shipping is offered. After being microwaved, these plastic discs give off heat. When a
cat lies on it, the peanuts will conform to her shape and wrap her in warmth-capturing
insulation. Note that packing peanuts used to always be made from Styrofoam but are now
increasingly made from starch, which dissolves in water. To prevent the peanuts from getting
wet and melting away, place and tie them into a plastic bag, then put the bag inside the pillow
case. In far north regions where extreme cold is often the norm during the winter, shelters can
be made warmer by lining the interior walls, floor and ceiling with Mylar blankets. Mylar is a thin
polyester material that traps body heat and reflects it back to its source. Search Amazon to find

Weldbond glue. Be sure to tuck in any loose material at the seams so the cats won't be tempted
to pull or chew at it. Putting a cover, or flap, over the doorway of your shelter will help keep cold
air out and warm air in. A piece of heavy vinyl or rubber, like a car's floor mat, will work. The
material has to be thick enough to provide some insulation but light enough for the cats to
easily pull or push it open. How the flap is attached will depend on the type of material the
shelter is made of. With storage bins, again drill two holes and use any suitably sized nuts and
bolts. Do not attach a flap door, however, until after the cats have gotten used to going in and
out of the shelter. Otherwise, it might deter them from going in and exploring. Feral cat winter
shelter. Keeping cool cats warm Winter shelter is critical for feral and stray cats living in frigid
climates and can help them thrive despite the low temperatures. Flap doors Putting a cover, or
flap, over the doorway of your shelter will help keep cold air out and warm air in. Originally
published on Sep 15, â€” but always added to! Thanks to all the Floppycats readers that
contributed photos of their kitties for this post:. Zoey is the box queen. She seems to enjoy it
even more if it has nice cushy packing material inside. Taro Needs Boxhab:. You may leave a
comment about the post, reply to existing comments, or both. LOL, These are so cute and
remind me so much of the box antics that go on in my house. One time I was unpacking a slim
upright vacuum and my Raggie, Valentino, jumped up really high to get into the tall narrow box.
It was hysterical. And unexpectedâ€¦I was really glad I removed the sharp-edged things inside.
Super duper adorbsable! Yes, I just made up my own word â€” adorbsable. Cute
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ness overload! Lurved them and the videos were hilarious! Really made my coo, ahh and laugh
out loud! Thanks for these, Jenny! And a big thanks to everyone who sent these pictures of
their precious babies!!! Wonderful re-post, Jenny! I just chuckled, grinned and laughed out loud
my way through all these pics again! This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your
comment data is processed. Skip to content Share this post:. More Like This. Enter your details
below to get it. We share the latest posts, giveaways and reviews so you can understand your
cat better. We respect your email privacy. Author Jenny Posted on August 15, August 15, Share
this post. Comments 9 Trackback URL. Comments RSS Feed. Reply to this comment. These are
all great, but Hank and Howie are a gorgeous pair! Big hugs! Leave a Comment Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Comment Name Email Website. Previous Previous
post: Happy 15th Birthday, Caymus! Next Next post: Happy 10th Birthday, Chiggy!

