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The Chevrolet Venture is a minivan produced by General Motors for the to model years. The
Venture name was first used on a Chevrolet concept car, in this case a full-sized four-door
sedan more aerodynamic than the Chevrolet Caprice. The Venture was introduced in for the
model year as a replacement for the radically styled Lumina APV. The base models of the
Venture were short wheelbase models which came equipped with cloth upholstery, front bucket
seats with fixed head restraints, a 2nd-row 2-passenger bench seat, and steel wheels. The LS
came in both short and long wheelbases, and offered aluminum wheels, a varied seating
configuration, adjustable head restraints, side airbags, power windows optional on the base
models , and a remote keyless entry system. The LT model was an upscale of the LS and was
exclusively a long wheelbase model and offered a power driver seat optional on the base and
LS models , optional leather seats, a roof rack optional on the base and LS models , and a driver
side sliding door optional on the base and LS models from â€” The anti-lock brakes were
standard on all Ventures from â€”, but became optional on the base models later on. The
Venture and its siblings were powered by GM's 3. All Ventures used a four-speed automatic
transmission. The Venture was one of the few minivans to have an 8-passenger seating
configuration as an option when most minivans seated up to 7 passengers. In , the driver side
sliding door became standard on all trim levels, when the passenger side only sliding door
models of minivans have rapidly fallen out of favor since the models of Chrysler minivans. The
exterior was refreshed in , a back-up alarm was added to indicate possible obstacles behind the
vehicle, and all-wheel drive was introduced in Also for was a new steering wheel equivalent to
the Chevrolet Impala , replacing the steering wheel equivalent to the Chevrolet Lumina. New for
this generation, cabin air filters were installed, and the filters can be accessed from behind an
access panel easily accessed from inside the glove compartment. The optional seating
configuration was dropped in favor of the more conventional and seating configurations. The
was the standard for the Chinese-made Buick GL8 , and a seats arranged in a configuration was
used in a Chinese-made version of the Chevrolet Venture for export to the Philippines and Latin
America where it sold alongside the U. Venture where seaters are favored with lower taxes.
Reviews and sales were generally lukewarm, especially about the relatively narrow cabin due to
being designed for European roads. The vans came in both short and long wheelbases, and
all-wheel drive versions like the Chrysler minivans. The third row bench seat was designed to
fold flat introduced for and available on LS and Warner Bros. The Venture was replaced after by
the Chevrolet Uplander , which was essentially a facelift with one long wheelbase configuration,
and a longer nose which served chiefly to improve crush distance and styling more like an SUV.
Only the long-wheelbase Venture was sold for in the US but the short-wheelbase was still
offered in Canada. Production of the Chevy Venture ended on June 24, A Warner Bros. Shield
logo, and a DVD entertainment system, [1] a novelty at the time however, some editions
included a VHS player instead. The Warner Bros. These models included VHS and DVD
compilations of Looney Tunes , girls pajamas, a cooler with can holders, a special keychain,
and a beach blanket, as an amenity kit. The U. Tests on subsequent model years yielded results
of four stars in most categories, and three or five stars in others. The Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety tested the Pontiac Trans Sport a twin of the Venture in late , and it received a
"Poor" rating in the 40 MPH offset frontal crash test for poor structural performance, and was
ranked as the "Worst Performing Vehicle" of all the vehicles tested, with test results indicating a
high risk of serious injury or fatality. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article needs
additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. Motor vehicle. Edition
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By Rating. Overall 3. We have had a few issues regarding the air conditioning and the fuel
pump, but I am almost positive it is because we used the vehicle while living in Mexico for a
year, which put both the air conditioning and the fuel pump under higher than usual strain.
Music is really important to me, and I love the sound system. Nothing fancy, but the sound
quality is great. We also used this vehicle while I worked in an orphanage. We have piled tons of
kids in, and the van has been through quite a beating. It's really easy to clean inside and out. It's
really roomy inside as well. We were able to move all of our possessions back to the united
states without needing a trailer. We have had an issue with a tire, but I am pretty sure it is not a
problem with the vehicle per s My Venture is a great van. We have had an issue with a tire, but I
am pretty sure it is not a problem with the vehicle per say, but with the tire we put on it. Even
with all the miles we have on it, it rides great. I can't say it has been my favorite vehicle, and we
have had some problems, but our Venture has been reliable and has made some really long
trips. At a good price, I would buy another one. I drove 4 adults, and about 12 kids to a soccer
game in it. It need suspension work, has some rust along the bottom edges of the exterior body,
and it has few tears on the interior material lining the ceiling. Some of the interior plastic parts
are falling off, and the rear external door handle is broken off. Besides that, the engine still runs
great and it has been reliable for the 50 mile daily round trip. Most of the damage is cosmetic, so
the car still runs fine without needing the repairs. The van is a little beat up. Family vacation to
the Smokey Mountains, we slept most nights in the back of the van in parking lots and rest
stops. The van has a strong engine that is capable of travelling long distances. The fuel tank is
about 25 gallons, and it gets decent gas mileage for its size, so it usually only needs to be filled
up once a week. The interior is spacious, with removable seats, making it nice for picking up
large objects, such as furniture. It is also comfortable to sleep in on long trips. The body is
somewhat cheaply made. The plastic used easily breaks, including the door handle, the
headlight covers, and some interior parts. Some of the light bulbs blinker lights are stuck in
their sockets. It is an older vehicle so it has required multiple replacements, such as brakes,
muffler, fuel lines, and the battery. We have had a few issues regarding the air conditioning and
the fuel pump, but I am almost positive it is because we used the vehicle while living in Mexico
for a year, which put both the air conditioning and the fuel pump under Venture Owner. Overall
4. We have had a few issues regarding the air conditioning and the fuel pump, but I am almost
positive it is because we used the vehicle while living in Mexico for a year, which put both the
air conditioning and the fuel pump under My Venture is a great van. First time we took it thru the
snow and ice on them 14 inch rims an tires. Was the las time that ever happened. We spun out.
Good thing it was a flat road and not going down or uphill. Luckily we didn't crash into
something or some one. Then on them same lit tires we got stuck in the sand at the beach.
Thank god for bonfires an beer. Used Chevrolet Venture. Used Cars for Sale. It looks like you're
new here. If you want to get involved, click one of these buttons! Howdy, Stranger! Sign in or
Register. On Edmunds. Visit Edmunds How-To Guides. Service Centers in. Browse Forums by:.
What Edmunds Says Pros. March in Chevrolet. Thinking of buying a Venture. Aside from crash



test reports, any pro and con on this van would be appreciated. Thank you. March This sleeper
van has all the features the other vans should put in: power slider door remote,too! This van
must have been designed by a mom. Lots of cargo room. Both front seats can be powered.
Outside temp indicator. One of the best drives around. Middle windows open. You can get one
probably cheap because they have such a bad rep. All the talk about cheap, loose interior
plastic is true. The crash tests - but remember the new side impact bags for Reliability -
Consumer reports just named the GM trio the most unreliable cars out there. Good luck. April
Good luck mumbly6 on your van!! To Padekan or to anyone wanting more info than what is
shown in these two different topics on Chevy Ventures: Click on the blue name to find email
address to write people who were looking for a Venture a few months ago. You can see what
they have found out thru experience. June I have a '98 Trans Sport Montana with about 2, miles
on it and I love it. No problems, no adjustments, no nothing. Most parts are the same as the
Chevy Venture. In my opinion, the Venture is one of the best bang-for-the-buck buys going now.
CR just happens to love imports. I don't know of any complaints about '98 GM mini-vans, but go
look at the Sienna board I think we're dealing with mythology here. Go to MSN. We have a 97
Venture extended with about miles on it. We have had minor problems, broken seat, brakes
squeeled they replaced the pads, moisture in the headlight they replaced it and Firestone
couldn't align the wheels due to a problem. However, it is a very nice minivan that drives well,
handles nicely and is very roomy. I would recommend it because the price was affordable.
Imashmo2 Posts: 3. Anyone considering these vans should look at NHTSA or insurance
institute for highway safety web site. They are dangerous according to crash tests. SAhladas
Posts: Errrr, dangerous might be a little overstatement. Might be better to say they did poorly on
the offset test. Be sure to read GMs response to this teseting, and the response to GMs
response. These vans did OK in the government sanctioned full frontal test. For that matter are
they the only minivan with side airbags? But I guess since there was no side impact test done
on these vans, the side airbags don't make it any safer! Sounds like somebody is not happy
when GM delivers a product that outshines the rest Ralphie, is that you? Buy one and don't
crash it! You should only crash rental cars. Plan ahead. Love my Trans Sport, and you guys
goofing around with unofficial crash tests do not impress me. Seabrook Posts: 1. We purchased
a 98 Venture about 2 months ago. Loaded with all the bells and whistles except for the power
sliding doors. At miles we can say we love it! No problems at all. An easy vehicle to drive, great
gas mileage, and very comfortable on the long hauls. Will report back when we're at , miles!
July We just purchased a white 98 Venture loaded with all the options including the power
sliding door - which is great. Wish they had it on the other door. Only a few miles on it. I
recommend that anyone considering a Sienna or Chrysler product consider it 00 if you can find
one. Speaking on behalf of carmakers, he told Dateline the Insurance Institute a. IIHS test
simulates an accident so fast, so severe, it almost never happens. Sixty-five thousand years of
driving. Consumer Reports people. They collided head-on. The front-end of the Silhouette
basically go mangled, but the Beretta got flipped off the road into a ditch and it was all mangled.
The driver of the Silhouette was treated and released for minor cuts and bruises. However, the
Beretta driver was killed instantly. Bottom Line: Gm minis not safe, quackery! We bought the
red Venture, loaded, with trailer tow, 2 months ago and now have miles. It is fun to drive. Its gas
mileage is anywhere from I, too, wish the power sliding door was on my the driver's side for
easier loading, but I STILL like the power door, especially for my yr old mother, and for the
children. Inside dash plastics rattle a little on rock road, but I can tolerate it because it drives
wonderfully. We have had no trouble with it. Praise God and thanks to GM. I even got to sleep in
it on the floor one night moving the seats out of my way while my husband was in hospital thus
saving a motel bill. The Chevy Venture is a real sleeper of a deal. Some people are not looking at
them, and will regret this as time passes. We have a 97 Venture with 15k miles on it. We have
had a couple of minor issues that required dealer repairs the emergency brake cable was too
long and started rubbing making a funny noise, and the HVAC vents disconnected and needed
to be reconnected. Other than that we love the vehicle. Still drives great and hasn't developed
any significant rattles etc. See my post on GM minivans to understand why Consumer Reports
data may not be nearly as useful as they seem to think it is. We can't find a factory who makes
fiberglass running boards of the 98 Venture. Can you post a company's name and phone
number here, if you know of one, please? Am considering a Chevy Venture for purchase today,
so any quick info on Pros and Cons would be very helpful!! Also any negative experiences
anyone made have had regarding reliability or repairs. Quick Feedback!! I have a 97 Venture.
I've had few problems with it. It handles well in the snow. I suggest the 4 door model. The seat
removal is simple but not as easy as they say. It handles well for a big vehicle. Also, the gas
mileage is good. September We just bought a 98' venture but it hasn't arrived to the dealer yet.
We were wondering about the tires. If we put them on how will that effect the performance. I



know they are a little wider. To:ron14 I would not be in a hurry to swap tires. My Trans Sport
came with General's that are self sealing for punctures. You might want to find out if that's the
case for your General's as well. It's a nice ride - Enjoy! TWK Posts: 1. We are looking at the '98
Chevy Venture and think it's a good value. We're like the extended 4 dr model and are trying to
decide on the second row captains chairs vs. So far, everyone who has ridden in the back seat
on the regular bench seats say they are comfortable and the tall ones like the extra leg room. I
wish we had ordered 3 seats for the middle row so our family members could get in and out
easier from both sides. The seat is right by the door so they don't have to crawl over. The seats
are very very easy to remove. The sliding doors on either side open so easy that if I had thought
more about it, I may not have ordered the power door. That is the side that the seat is NOT close
to the door. We have miles on our extended 98 Venture. Took it to Minn. We pulled a 16' boat
with 40hp motor of us and gear. And it did just fine. Love that front traction. Average mpg
Coming back, we heard air compressor running after turning off motor. Had to pull out fuse so
compressor pump wouldn't burn up. Took it to dealer, and they found a hole in one of the rear
shocks, so installed new one. Faulty factory shock. The "service engine soon" light went on on
the way to get shock installed. I praised God that it was on the way TO the service department!
One cylinder misfiring--I could feel it, but they cleaned the fuel injectors and everything is okay
again. I still like the car--lots and lots of room and good gas mileage. To scottbusey: We got our
van last saturday and I must say it's Great. That along with the Theft alarm is the only options
that it it doesn't have. Seems with the low intrest rates and incentives that their offering it's
getting hard to find just what you want but were very happy with what we have. I will check out
if the tires are self sealing. Kind of thought I would use them and save the General's for when I
trade it off in a couple years. I'll keep you updated. Van on!!!! It really makes a difference with
varying loads. VentureMan Posts: Does anyone have information to changes or improvements
to the Venture? I am hoping they will have new color choices and 8 passenger seating as
TransSport does. I'm afraid that the TransSport body cladding will start to rattle after a few
years and don't want to take the chance. I read "Gator's" response and would like to know more,
and what his resources are. I have not been able to find anything on the How about the second
generation door? Gator, are you out there? Greetings, I am beginning the search for a new
mini-van and will take a close look at a fully loaded, 4dr Chevy Venture. My concern is the 3. I
live in the Denver area and spend time up in the Rocky Mountains so I am concerned about
engine power for this van. Will the '99 model have a 3. Any comments and real life experiences
would be appreciated! Thanks and I look forward to reading your comments! TO:msteve22 I
have the Trans Sport with the same engine, and it's plenty powerful hp and good transmission
gearing. In any event, the Venture is a great choice! I thought I would ask once again in case
anyone has found out anything new about the Ventures. I am hoping they will have new color
choices and 8 passenger seating as Montana does. I'm afraid that the Montana body cladding
will start to rattle after a few years and don't want to take the chance. Thanks a lot. October
Total Ventures sold for the model year is 99, Total U. GM minivan sales for model year is ,
Edmund's info and review of the Chevy Venture is now available. I'm in the market for a Venture
LT. A few questions for everybody. Question 1: Those of you out there that paid x dollars over
invoice, is that including the holdback or not? Question 2: Is over true invoice inv. Will I have to
pay any extra taxes or registration because I'm buying in a different state than I'm registering?
Question 4: Anyone have any dealer recommendations? Your help is greatly appreciated!! We
will be buying a Venture within the next months. Why is that? How can I determine exactly what
its going to cost me if I can't figure out the options cost? Thanks for any help Melissa. Edmunds
does not currently have the options pricing for 99 Ventures, but I have found a site that does.
Check it out. I'm still looking for an LT in the DC area, anyone seen one in white or carmine red
metallic?? If you're in the market for a 99 Venture, I've got good news. I called the salesman I've
dealing with the past week, and he told me the good news. We're still working out the final
details, but I think I'm getting a pretty good deal. Now if I could just settle with the Insurance
company of the idiot that totalled our Grand Caravan I'll complete the deal. I'll post again when
the deal is final. Look what I found! I will be buying this, or a Pontiac Montana before year end
and was wondering for how long these rebates would be offered. Hope to hear from you,
VentureMan. I got this info from my dealer since I am trying to buy a Olds Silhouette. I then sent
an e-mail to the Olds website and received confirmation regarding this. Hope this helps!!! I
finally purchased the 99 Venture that I had been looking at. I see forest2 already answered
VentureMan's question for me. It had every option that comes standard with the LT, the
8-passenger seating, and the self-sealing tires wife's request. Why they just didn't call it an LT I
couldn't tell you. With the 1k cash back, I thought it was a great deal. I've had to return to
replace a defective battery already, and I hope that is the last problem I will encounter. Wish me
luck!! TO: atr Enjoy your new Venture! Take time to understand the reduced maintenance



schedule. Many things we once did to keep a car nice aren't required with the GM Minivans
sealed tranny, permanent coolant, super-duty drive belt, etc. Safty IS important. But lets keep it
in perspective. To eliminate a choice simply on the basis of one crash test --that is least likely to
happen to a minivan driver-- is paranoid. And the injuries from a frontal crash will only pertain
to adults children should not ride in the front seat. All Volvo owners I have met are sa
wiki intersex
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 fty paranoid. They are willing to settle for a smaller and more expensive and in my opinion, ugly
vehicle with great safty engineered into them. So Volvo is one of the most safe cars on the road
and yet its injury and deaths are no better than minivans. Buy a minvan because it meets your
needs and likes, and not because of false hysteria. Best of luck, VentureMan. I know that Dodge
will either give you low interest financing or the rebate. Never did hear back from the salesman
as to what the price would be on a '98 so I'll go to another dealer that wants to sell me a van.
Thanks alot for your help. November I understand the rebate OR low financing is available. I
also understand the rebate is good only on the day of delivery. If you take delivery even on a
confirmed order after the expiration of a rebate period, GM and the dealer will not stand behind
it. Make sure you get a guaranteed price in writing you are happy with and understand the deal
you make. Sign In or Register to comment.
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