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Introduction: Logic and the law of product cycling dictate that Explorer Sport's days must be
numbered. But as long as consumers buy them, Ford will keep building them. After all, the Jeep
Cherokee lasted 18 years. But we don't think the Explorer Sport has that kind of staying power.
In , Ford designers went for arugged "No Boundaries" style for the Explorer Sport by giving the
two-door Explorer the chiseled front fascia of the Sport Trac crew cab, along with flared fenders
and lower body cladding. But underneath the stylized exterior, the Explorer Sport still rides on
the old Explorer platform that dates back to the early '90s. The four-door Explorer, meanwhile,
was comprehensively redone and improved in Do not be mistaken. There is little "sport" in the
Explorer Sport. Sure, most shoppers in this category aren't looking for an ultra-stiff
canyon-carver, but the Sport's constant rocking and swaying practically leaves you seasick
after a quick jaunt to the grocery store. A Explorer offers dramatically better handling and
performance. We can only hope that the Explorer Sport moves to the new Explorer platform
sometime in the near future. Luckily for Ford, there aren't many other choices for two-door
SUVs. If you gotta have a two-door, your choices include the Isuzu Rodeo Sport or the two-door
Chevrolet Blazer. Compared to that motley crew, the Explorer doesn't look so bad. But with so
many nimble and roomy mini-utes on the market, it would be a shame not to consider them first
before this aging relic. You know, the kinds of people likely to drive way too fast in a vehicle
with a short wheelbase and high center of gravity. Kids, please, get an Escape. The XLS trim
late availability includes power windows and locks, styled steel wheels and single-CD audio
system. With the XLT Premium, you'll get bright-finish aluminum wheels, a premimum floor
console with a front power point, rear audio controls and rear climate vents, an auto-dimming
rearview mirror, automatic on-off headlamps, a power-adjustable driver seat, front tow hooks
4x4 only , side steps and an overhead console. You can also get a six-disc in-dash CD player, a
power moonroof, front side airbags and a limited-slip differential. Powertrains and Performance:
The Explorer Sport is powered by a 4. This translates to decent, if unrefined, acceleration. A
five-speed manual is offered only on the most basic XLS models; all others come equipped with
a five-speed automatic transmission. Shift-on-the-fly four-wheel drive is optional. Safety:
Antilock brakes are standard, and side airbags are optional. The Explorer Sport has received a
perfect five-star rating in front and rear side-impact testing by the government. However, it has
a low two-star rating in rollover resistance the four-door Explorer earns three stars. Neither
front crash tests nor IIHS tests have been performed. Interior Design and Special Features:
Inside, the Explorer Sport's front seats are surprisingly comfortable perches from which to
while away time. It can be folded flat to allow more space for cargo. Maximum cargo capacity is
The instrument panel features a snazzy gauge cluster with white dial faces and metallic plastic
trim, but otherwise is identical to what's been installed in the previous-generation Explorer
since As we wrote after driving the revised Sport, "put a fork in this one. The Sport's short
wheelbase, narrow track and high center of gravity mean that you'd better not take its name too
seriously. This truck is ungainly, at best. | purchased my 2 door Explorer Sport in with 12, miles
on it. It is now and it has over , miles on it. | would buy this vehicle over and over again. | take
very good care of it, get my oil changed every 3, miles and my tires rotated every other oil
change. Since | have owned this vehicle | have only had to replace my alternator. | have gone
through 3 sets of tires | just can't say enough good about this vehicle. When the kids flew the
nest, | decided that | wanted just a little more of a sporty look, so | traded in my 4 door for the 2
door. | do not have 4 wheel drive and | live in Minnesota. | have been driving this vehicle for 11
years now and there hasn't been one time that | would have even used the 4 wheel drive. Do not
hesitate to purchase one if you get the chance to. | purchased my Ford Explorer Sport back in
truck was 2. | am a Heavy equipment mechanic so | service my own vehicles. This vehicle does
evethhing | ask for. | bought this a couple of years ago at a buy here- pay here for way too

much money, but | have been pleasantly surprised, at the reliability of this vehicle! | have had to
do some repairs on it, but nothing major, driveshaft, hoses, and spark plugs, not much else! Not
bad for an 11 year old Truck with , miles on it! Write a review. See all 66 reviews. Consumer
ratings and reviews are also available for the Ford Explorer Sport and all its trim types. Overall,
Edmunds users rate the Explorer Sport 4. Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to sift
through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are saying about any
vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance, comfort, value,
interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to provide shoppers
with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the Explorer Sport. Edmunds
experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Ford Explorer Sport and all
model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations
for the Explorer Sport featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg,
safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance
data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written



by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you
can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and
comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay
attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's
enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in
the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive
database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle
you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find
out what other owners paid for the Ford Explorer Sport. Edmunds has deep data on over 6
million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and
specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly anments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Home Ford Ford Explorer Sport. Review Features Save. View
Photos. Appraise this car. Not as versatile as most SUVs, hobby-horse ride 3ua|ity, aged
platform. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds’' Expert Review
Way past its expiration date. There's no logical reason to buy this truck. Very few changes are
in store for this two-door SUV. Trim levels equipped with the Comfort Group now includes

ower lumbar support. This, along with heated seats, will also be included if you opt for the
eather trim. Sponsored cars related to the Explorer Sport. Most helpful consumer reviews 5 out
of 5 stars, Excellent little SUV!! People who viewed this also viewed 3. The Edmunds experts
tested the Explorer Sport both on the road and at the track. You probably care about Ford
Explorer Sport fuel economy, so it's important to know that the Explorer Sgort gets an
EPA-estimated 15 mpg to 17 mpg, depending on the configuration. What about cargo capacity?
When you're thinking about carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that the Explorer Sport
has And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Ford Explorer
Sport is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews, which come from real owners and
reveal what it's like to live with the Explorer Sport. Look for specific complaints that keep
popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the Explorer Sport's average consumer
rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're wondering whether the
Ford Ex,olorer Sport Is a good car. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature
availability should all be factors in determining whether the Explorer Sport is a good car for you.
Check back soon for the official Edmunds Rating from our expert testing team Learn more. If
you're interested in the Ford Explorer Sport, the next question is, which Explorer Sport model is
right for you? What do people think of the Ford Explorer Sport? Edmunds Expert Reviews
Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Ford Explorer
Sport and all model years in our database. Our Review Process This review was written by a
member of Edmunds’' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for a New Ford
Explorer Sport? Which Ford Explorer Sports are available in my area? Can't find a new Ford
Explorer Sports you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds?
Should I lease or buy a Ford Explorer Sport? Check out Ford lease specials. Sign Up. The Ford
Explorer Sport was a lame-duck model; Ford had announced its plans to discontinue the
two-door Explorer Sport, which no longer really had any unique selling qualities in an
overcrowded SUV marketplace. The flagship Explorer was still selling like mad, and the smaller
Escape had pretty much eclipsed the Explorer Sport's market share, so the guys in Dearborn
decided they'd pull the plug after the model year. With this in mind, there were no significant
changes made to the Explorer Sport. Two trimlines were offered, XLS and XLT, rather than the
selection of options packages that had been available in previous model years. Buyers also had
a choice of rear-wheel or four-wheel drive. The '03 Ford Explorer Sport wasn't distinguished by
its power; its 4. Gas mileage clocked at 15 mpg city, 20 mpg highway. The short half-life of the
Ford Explorer Sport ended not with a bang, but a whimper. It really was the little SUV that got
left behind. So my ford has the 4. On my way home from work | noticed my truck did not seem
as responsive as normal. As i was driving it keep getting harder and hard to stay at Drove fine



to work today. Went to the store and when | came out it was making a loud noise under the
hood that sounds like a lawnmower. When | press the gas the noise just gets much louder. All fl
So my car wont star or crank thee starter is good but i did find thet none of the fuses under the
steering wheel are getting any power.. Please tell me what causes the whole fuse box to not get
any Average user score. Based on 8 reviews. Acceleration by Daniel. Updated Nov 2, by
Anonymous. What's your take on the Ford Explorer Sport? Have you driven a Ford Explorer
Sport? Rank This Car. Cars compared to Ford Explorer Sport. Have questions? Ask a question.
Browse guestions. Favorite Favorite. Ford Explorer Sport Experts. Know more, shop wisely
Search. Related Models For Sale. Other Years. Used Cars for Sale. Select Year More stars mean
safer cars. Learn about crash test ratings. Combines Driver and Passenger star ratings into a
single frontal rating. The frontal barrier test simulates a head-on collision between two similar
vehicles, each moving at 35 mph. The Side Barrier test simulates an intersection collision
between a standing vehicle and moving barrier at The Side Pole Barrier test simulates a crash
into a fixed object like a tree or utility pole. The Rollover Resistance test measures the risk of
rollover in a single-vehicle, loss-of-control scenario. Learn about safety technology. This is a
record of safety issues for vehicles of this year, make, model and trim. The vehicle identification
number tells you if your car is affected. Learn about our recall process. Report a problem with
your vehicle, tires, car seats or other equipment. We review every problem as we work to keep
our roads safe. Report a safety problem. Every vehicle has a unique VIN. Enter a VIN to learn if a
specific vehicle needs to be repaired as part of a recall. Recall information from this VIN lookup
tool is provided by the manufacturer conducting the recall. Skip to main content. United States
Department of Transportation. Report a Problem. Toggle navigation Homepage. Look up
another vehicle Vehicle Comparison Tool. Compare safety information. Search Vehicles Vehicle
Comparison Tool. Safety Ratings. Learn about crash test ratings Combines Driver and
Passenger star ratings into a single frontal rating. Learn about our recall process Have a safety
problem? Report a safety problem Find recalls by VIN. Search by VIN. Recently Searched. Has
had only one fit and finish problem with the console lid. | think it looks great inside and out!
Friends dislike getting into the back seat as it is a 2 door. Cons: Gas can be expensive and back
seat is a little tricky to access. Acceleration a€” it's the best ford suv, because brings a 4. Wish
Ford Hadnt Stopped Making The Sport Model &€” Ecellent braking, steering control is good too,
love the exterior design, interior hasnt changed much had a 95 gas mileage is ok, i get about
MPG Great to drive, didnt have any problems in the snow this past winter went were | wnated it
to go without bogging down at all. Liked it and bought it for a reasonable price. Read More. Cant
walt to be done spending money on it Didnt dislike anything. The only thing that remotely would
come close to dislike woulf be, It didnt come with an ask tray. That it! Otherwise, I truly love this
vehical! It was my black beauty. | bought this car used with km on it. It needed new leafs on the
back though. It is very reliable and a good 4x4. It had all the electrical features including a
premium sound system, | basical Have you driven a Ford Explorer Sport? Rank This Car. User
Reviews. View reviews where users commented on categories. Clear selections. Power Ranked
Chevrolet Colorado better. Family Car Ranked Chevrolet Colorado better. Zac says:. OK gas
mileage. Does GREAT n snow, everyone else goes 2 miles an hour an | pass them up smoothly,
comfortably an confidentlity going 25 no problem. Ride is a bit ruff an bumpy, but nice handling
around corners an stop an go. Is this review helpful? Yes No. Mitch writes:. Is this helpful?
Daniel writes:. Pros: confort. Cons: handling. Brian writes:. Wish Ford Hadnt Stopped Making
The Sport Model &4€” Ecellent braking, steering control is good too, love the exterior design,
interior hasnt changed much had a 95 gas mileage is ok, i get about MPG Great to drive, didnt
have any problems in the snow this past winter went were | wnated it to go without bogging
down at all Primary Use: Family transportation Pros: Greta design changes for Cons: None.
Owner for 3 years, 4 months Miles Driven per Year: 20, James says:. Sporty family car if you
have small kids , better for a guy who likes a sporty truck but needs leg room. The 4. The 5
speed manual is for those guys who really like more control and driving experience, and seems
to hold up better than the exploder auto tranny. Rust is an issue under the doors and trim.
Dariajean says:. Great car. Starter car for child. Reviews From Other Years. Read all 5 Ford
Explorer Sport reviews. Read all 26 Ford Explorer Sport reviews. Cars compared to Ford
Explorer Sport. Related Models For Sale. Other Years. Used Cars for Sale. Select Year Primary
Use: Commuting to work Pros: Relaible, Sporty, Fun to Drive and | haven't seen to many of
them Cons: Gas can be expensive and back seat is a little tricky to access 2 of 2 people found
this review helpful. Pros: confort Cons: handling 1 of 1 people found this review helpful. Owner
for 3 years, 4 months Miles Driven per Year: 20, 1 of 1 people found this review helpful. Explorer
2 dr is nice because kids in no way shape or form cannot open the rear door. It will be a pain to
get car seats in for toddlers, but year olds will be fine and room for groceries in the back
without everything going every where in an open pickup bed. This page is for personal,



non-commercial use. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are also how we keep the garage
doors open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our stories free for you and for
everyone. And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our site, we promise to keep
bringing you great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading Autoblog. To: King Motors
Featuring Chris | live at the following street address. Please call me at. Thank you. By clicking
the button, you agree to our terms. Back Send Message. Back Close. To: Taylor's Auto Sales.
To: Schroeder's Motors. To: Little Rock Auto Sales. To: Turnpike Motors. To: Starfleet Cars.
More Listings. Research Another Vehicle. We notice you're using an ad blocker. Please
consider allowing Autoblog. Allow Us! Here's how to disable adblocking on our site. Click on
the icon for your Adblocker in your browser. A drop down menu will appear. Select the option to
run ads for autoblog. The exact text will differ depending on the actual application you have
running. Refresh the Autoblog page you were viewing. Hey again! You still haven't turned off
your adblocker or allowed our site. It only takes a few seconds. You must be logged in to
perform that action. You must have JavaScript enabled to experience the new Autoblog. Please
follow the instructions below to enable JavaScript in your browser. By choosing this color:.
Cancel Chan?e Color. By choosing this option:. Cancel Confirm. Updating Configuration A
majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly
hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, iInsurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes | had the report. Vehicle
imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with us and we have a lot
of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant Access. We offer you
unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions. Trusted by millions of
users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to detect mileage rollback?
Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the selling process of used cars.
However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though odometer fraud is difficult to
detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a car from the USA. There are a
few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service History of a Car. How
important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these questions and explains
the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can find the complete
history of service records. Make a VIN Search. Would you like to sell products for this vehicle
on Amazon. Learn how. There's a problem loading this m
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enu right now. Learn more about Amazon Prime. Get free delivery with Amazon Prime. Back to
top. Get to Know Us. Amazon Payment Products. English Choose a language for shopping. Skip
to main content. Exterior Accessories. Mirrors Exterior Mirrors Towing Mirrors. Interior
Accessories. Amazon Music Stream millions of songs. Amazon Advertising Find, attract, and
engage customers. Amazon Drive Cloud storage from Amazon. Alexa Actionable Analytics for
the Web. Sell on Amazon Start a Selling Account. AmazonGlobal Ship Orders Internationally.
Amazon Rapids Fun stories for kids on the go. ComiXology Thousands of Digital Comics.
DPReview Digital Photography. East Dane Designer Men's Fashion. Shopbop Designer Fashion
Brands. Deals and Shenanigans. Ring Smart Home Security Systems. Amazon Subscription
Boxes Top subscription boxes a€” right to your door. PillPack Pharmacy Simplified. Amazon
Reneweg er-new products you can trust. Amazon Second Chance Pass it on, trade it in, give it
a second life.
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