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Broadly speaking, liberty is the ability to do as one pleases. In modern politics, liberty is the
state of being free within society from control or oppressive restrictions imposed by authority
on one's way of life, behaviour, or political views. In this sense, the exercise of liberty is subject
to capability and limited by the rights of others. Freedom is more broad in that it represents a
total lack of restraint or the unrestrained ability to fulfill one's desires. For example, a person
can have the freedom to murder, but not have the liberty to murder, as the latter example
deprives others of their right not to be harmed. Liberty can be taken away as a form of
punishment. In many countries, people can be deprived of their liberty if they are convicted of
criminal acts. The word "liberty" is often used in slogans, such as " life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness " [8] or " Liberty, Equality, Fraternity ". Liberty originates from the Latin word
libertas , derived from the name of the goddess Libertas , who, along with the Goddess of
Liberty , usually portrays the concept, and the archaic Roman god Liber. Philosophers from
earliest times have considered the question of liberty. John Locke â€” rejected that definition of
liberty. While not specifically mentioning Hobbes, he attacks Sir Robert Filmer who had the
same definition. According to Locke:. In the state of nature, liberty consists of being free from
any superior power on Earth. People are not under the will or lawmaking authority of others but
have only the law of nature for their rule. In political society, liberty consists of being under no
other lawmaking power except that established by consent in the commonwealth. People are
free from the dominion of any will or legal restraint apart from that enacted by their own
constituted lawmaking power according to the trust put in it. Thus, freedom is not as Sir Robert
Filmer defines it: 'A liberty for everyone to do what he likes, to live as he pleases, and not to be
tied by any laws. Freedom of nature is to be under no other restraint but the law of nature.
Freedom of people under government is to be under no restraint apart from standing rules to
live by that are common to everyone in the society and made by the lawmaking power
established in it. Persons have a right or liberty to 1 follow their own will in all things that the
law has not prohibited and 2 not be subject to the inconstant, uncertain, unknown, and arbitrary
wills of others. John Stuart Mill â€” , in his work, On Liberty , was the first to recognize the
difference between liberty as the freedom to act and liberty as the absence of coercion. In his
book Two Concepts of Liberty , Isaiah Berlin formally framed the differences between two
perspectives as the distinction between two opposite concepts of liberty: positive liberty and
negative liberty. The latter designates a negative condition in which an individual is protected
from tyranny and the arbitrary exercise of authority , while the former refers to the liberty that
comes from self-mastery, the freedom from inner compulsions such as weakness and fear. The
modern concept of political liberty has its origins in the Greek concepts of freedom and slavery.
It is closely linked with the concept of democracy, as Aristotle put it:. This applied only to free
men. In Athens, for instance, women could not vote or hold office and were legally and socially
dependent on a male relative. The populations of the Persian Empire enjoyed some degree of
freedom. Citizens of all religions and ethnic groups were given the same rights and had the
same freedom of religion , women had the same rights as men, and slavery was abolished BC.
All the palaces of the kings of Persia were built by paid workers in an era when slaves typically
did such work. In the Maurya Empire of ancient India , citizens of all religions and ethnic groups
had some rights to freedom , tolerance , and equality. The need for tolerance on an egalitarian
basis can be found in the Edicts of Ashoka the Great , which emphasize the importance of
tolerance in public policy by the government. The slaughter or capture of prisoners of war also
appears to have been condemned by Ashoka. Roman law also embraced certain limited forms
of liberty, even under the rule of the Roman Emperors. However, these liberties were accorded
only to Roman citizens. Many of the liberties enjoyed under Roman law endured through the
Middle Ages, but were enjoyed solely by the nobility , rarely by the common man. The social
contract theory, most influentially formulated by Hobbes , John Locke and Rousseau though
first suggested by Plato in The Republic , was among the first to provide a political
classification of rights , in particular through the notion of sovereignty and of natural rights. The
thinkers of the Enlightenment reasoned that law governed both heavenly and human affairs,
and that law gave the king his power, rather than the king's power giving force to law. This
conception of law would find its culmination in the ideas of Montesquieu. The conception of law
as a relationship between individuals, rather than families, came to the fore, and with it the
increasing focus on individual liberty as a fundamental reality, given by " Nature and Nature's
God ," which, in the ideal state , would be as universal as possible. England and, following the
Act of Union , Great Britain , laid down the cornerstones of the concept of individual liberty. In
as a condition of his coronation William the Conqueror assented to the London Charter of
Liberties which guaranteed the "Saxon" liberties of the City of London. In the Charter of
Liberties is passed which sets out certain liberties of nobles, church officials and individuals.
The act, a forerunner to trial by jury, started the abolition of trial by combat and trial by ordeal.

Freedom is the natural faculty of doing what each person pleases to do according to his will,
except what is prohibited to him of right or by force. Sevitude on the other hand may be said to
be the contrary, as if any person contrary to freedom should be bound upon a covenant to do
something, or not to do it. In Magna Carta was enacted, arguably becoming the cornerstone of
liberty in first England, then Great Britain, and later the world. In the English Parliament passed
the Petition of Right which set out specific liberties of English subjects. In the English
Parliament passed the Habeas Corpus Act which outlawed unlawful or arbitrary imprisonment.
In the Bill of Rights granted "freedom of speech in Parliament", and reinforced many existing
civil rights in England. The Scots law equivalent the Claim of Right is also passed. In the
Somerset v Stewart judgement found that slavery was unsupported by common law in England
and Wales. In an essay by the philosopher John Stuart Mill, entitled On Liberty , argued for
toleration and individuality. To deny this is to assume our own infallibility. In Two Concepts of
Liberty , by Isaiah Berlin , identified "negative liberty" as an obstacle, as distinct from "positive
liberty" which promotes self-mastery and the concepts of freedom. In British representatives
attempted to but were prevented from adding a legal framework to the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. It was not until that the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights came
into force, giving a legal status to most of the Declaration. According to the United States
Declaration of Independence , all men have a natural right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness". But this declaration of liberty was troubled from the outset by the
institutionalization of legalized Black slavery. Slave owners argued that their liberty was
paramount since it involved property, their slaves, and that Blacks had no rights that any White
man was obliged to recognize. The Supreme Court, in the Dred Scott decision, upheld this
principle. It was not until , following the Civil War , that the US Constitution was amended to
extend these rights to persons of color, and not until that these rights were extended to women.
By the later half of the 20th century, liberty was expanded further to prohibit government
interference with personal choices. Connecticut , Justice William O. Douglas argued that
liberties relating to personal relationships, such as marriage, have a unique primacy of place in
the hierarchy of freedoms. Appel has summarized this principle:. I am grateful that I have rights
in the proverbial public square â€” but, as a practical matter, my most cherished rights are
those that I possess in my bedroom and hospital room and death chamber. Most people are far
more concerned that they can control their own bodies than they are about petitioning
Congress. In modern America, various competing ideologies have divergent views about how
best to promote liberty. Liberals in the original sense of the word see equality as a necessary
component of freedom. Progressives stress freedom from business monopoly as essential.
Libertarians disagree, and see economic freedom as best. The Tea Party movement sees the
undefined "big government" as the enemy of freedom. The bloodbath that followed, known as
the reign of terror , soured many people on the idea of liberty. Edmund Burke, considered one
of the fathers of conservatism , wrote "The French had shewn themselves the ablest architects
of ruin that had hitherto existed in the world. According to the Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Politics , liberalism is "the belief that it is the aim of politics to preserve individual rights and to
maximize freedom of choice ". But they point out that there is considerable discussion about
how to achieve those goals. Every discussion of freedom depends on three key components:
who is free, what they are free to do, and what forces restrict their freedom. Liberals allow
others freedom to do what they want, in exchange for having the same freedom in return. This
idea of freedom is personal rather than political. According to republican theorists of freedom,
like the historian Quentin Skinner [43] [44] or the philosopher Philip Pettit , [45] one's liberty
should not be viewed as the absence of interference in one's actions, but as non-domination.
According to this view, which originates in the Roman Digest , to be a liber homo , a free man,
means not being subject to another's arbitrary will, that is to say, dominated by another. They
also cite Machiavelli who asserted that you must be a member of a free self-governing civil
association, a republic, if you are to enjoy individual liberty. The predominance of this view of
liberty among parliamentarians during the English Civil War resulted in the creation of the
liberal concept of freedom as non-interference in Thomas Hobbes' Leviathan. Socialists view
freedom as a concrete situation as opposed to a purely abstract ideal. Freedom is a state of
being where individuals have agency to pursue their creative interests unhindered by coercive
social relationships, specifically those they are forced to engage in as a requisite for survival
under a given social system. Freedom thus requires both the material economic conditions that
make freedom possible alongside social relationships and institutions conducive to freedom.
The socialist conception of freedom is closely related to the socialist view of creativity and
individuality. Influenced by Karl Marx 's concept of alienated labor, socialists understand
freedom to be the ability for an individual to engage in creative work in the absence of
alienation, where "alienated labor" refers to work people are forced to perform and un-alienated

work refers to individuals pursuing their own creative interests. For Karl Marx, meaningful
freedom is only attainable in a communist society characterized by superabundance and free
access. Such a social arrangement would eliminate the need for alienated labor and enable
individuals to pursue their own creative interests, leaving them to develop and maximize their
full potentialities. This goes alongside Marx's emphasis on the ability of socialism and
communism progressively reducing the average length of the workday to expand the "realm of
freedom", or discretionary free time, for each person. While many anarchists see freedom
slightly differently, all oppose authority, including the authority of the state, of capitalism, and
of nationalism. In a positive sense, liberty consists of "the fullest development of all the
faculties and powers of every human being, by education, by scientific training, and by material
prosperity. In a negative sense, liberty is "the revolt of the individual against all divine,
collective, and individual authority. Some authors have suggested that a virtuous culture must
exist as a prerequisite for liberty. Benjamin Franklin stated that "only a virtuous people are
capable of freedom. As nations become corrupt and vicious, they have more need of masters. It
is wholly inadequate to the government of any other. In this the Indians agree with the
Lacedaemonians. Yet the Lacedaemonians have Helots for slaves, who perform the duties of
slaves; but the Indians have no slaves at all, much less is any Indian a slave. From Wikipedia,
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where our audiences come from. To learn more or opt-out, read our Cookie Policy. Your home is
likely your most valuable asset, and you definitely want to protect this important investment.
Purchasing a home insurance policy from a company with a proven track record is your best
option, safeguarding you from destruction and damage due to covered disasters and burglary.
However, not all coverageâ€”including endorsementsâ€”and companies are equal. Liberty
Mutual is one of the largest auto and home insurers in the country, with strong financial backing
and a wide variety of coverage options available nationwide. The insurer offers extensive
endorsements alongside many discount opportunities. Its monthly price is already competitive.
Unfortunately, coverage and discounts can vary by state. Overall, we give Liberty Mutual home
insurance a score of Some reviews note efficient claims processing, while others echo
concerns about prices increasing unexpectedly. Liberty Mutual offers all of the basic
protections, in addition to extensive endorsement options for flexible coverage. The exact cost
of Liberty Mutual homeowners insurance depends on a variety of factors, including your
property value, size, and the materials it was constructed with, where you live, the coverage
limits you select, the insurance deductible you choose, and more. Liberty Mutual offers a wide
variety of discounts to help reduce the cost of your home insurance coverage. Discounts may
vary by state. However, customers rate Liberty Mutual just over 1 star. They really stepped up.
Not to say there were not a few snags along the way. But they went above and beyond and kept
a happy customer. We all hate insurance because we have to have it, but never use it. You never
know how good your insurance company is until you file a claim. If they can help they will. They
do the right thing, very refreshing. Thanks again Rebecca and Andy. Their rates were great,
customer service was great and larger discounts than most. We had auto insurance on two
vehicles and renters insurance. Actually my rates have always stayed the same or went down.
Will never be back. Although it is a great option if you want reasonable rates for one year. As
one of the largest auto and home insurance companies in the country, Liberty Mutual has
strong financial backing and extensive coverage offered nationwide. Unfortunately, coverage
and discounts may vary by state. We give Liberty Mutual home insurance an overall score of
Liberty Mutual is a solid choice for homeowners seeking to customize their coverage with many
endorsement options, or who have the opportunity to qualify for discounts. However, Liberty
Mutual may not be the best choice for budget-conscious homeowners, as its prices run a little

higher than the competition. Liberty Mutual homeowners insurance covers all of the industry
basics, in addition to an extensive number of endorsements that are rare in the industry, like
inflation coverage to protect customers from rising rebuilding prices. Its basic insurance
policies do not cover flood or earthquake damage. Injury to the owner of the property is not
covered. The This Old House Reviews team values accuracy, transparency, and trust. With that
in mind, we created a thorough, objective rating system to score each home insurance company
based on the following six factors:. Our Reviews team has a full-time researcher who collects
and regularly updates data points from every company to help us compare them on key factors
such as coverage, service, and dependability. Read more on our methodology here. To share
feedback or ask a question about this article, send a note to our Reviews team at reviews
thisoldhousereviews. Cookie banner We use cookies and other tracking technologies to
improve your browsing experience on our site, show personalized content and targeted ads,
analyze site traffic, and understand where our audiences come from. By choosing I Accept , you
consent to our use of cookies and other tracking technologies. Liberty Mutual Home Insurance
Review Pinterest Email Pocket Flipboard. To get home insurance quotes in your area, call or
enter your zip code in our free quote tool:. Liberty Mutual Add-ons Type Description Type
Description Umbrella coverage Provides additional liability coverage beyond what is offered in
the underlying policy Inflation protection Automatically adjusts coverage limits when your
policy is renewed to keep up with inflation Scheduled items Provides additional coverage for
valuables including art and jewelry Personal property Raises limits to help cover the cost of
damaged or destroyed collectibles or valuables Flood insurance Provides coverage for damage
or destruction caused by floods required by some lenders Earthquake coverage Provides
coverage for damage and destruction caused by earthquakes Identity fraud Provides coverage
for attorneys fees and other costs associated with identity theft and fraud Water backup and
sump pump Covers water damage caused by drain or sewer backup or sump pump failure. We
recommend that homeowners get quotes from multiple providers in their area to make sure they
find the best home insurance policy for their needs. For free quotes from companies near you,
call or enter your zip code in the tool below:. Email required. By signing up, you agree to our
Privacy Notice and European users agree to the data transfer policy. Covers living expenses if
your home is temporarily uninhabitable due to covered damage or destruction, including
accommodations and dining. Discount for installed protective devices like fire extinguishers,
smoke alarms, burglar alarms, and more. Reset password. Email address. New In Back to
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