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introduced as a replacement for the Leone , with the predecessor's EA series engines replaced
by the new EJ series. It is now in its fifth generation. Subaru has offered 4-door sedan and
5-door body variants since The firm also offered a coupe from until , and a 5-door wagon from
the Impreza's introduction in the form of a hatchback. Mainstream versions have received
"boxer" flat-four engines ranging from 1. Since the third generation series, some markets have
adopted the abbreviated Subaru WRX name for these high-performance variants. The first three
generations of Impreza were also available with an off-road appearance package called the
Outback Sport , exclusive to the North American market. For the fourth generation, this
appearance package was renamed the XV Crosstrek in North America , and is sold
internationally. Colloquially, the car is sometimes referred to as Scooby. Subaru has offered
both front- and all-wheel drive layouts for the Impreza. Since the lates, some markets have
restricted sales to the all-wheel drive modelâ€”therefore granting the Impreza a unique selling
proposition in the global compact class characterized by front-wheel drive. However, Japanese
models remain available in either configuration. A iSeeCars study named the Impreza as the
lowest-depreciating sedan in the United States after five years. In late , a two-door coupe was
introduced. In Japan it was called Impreza Retna. Initial engine choices included 1. Subaru
chose to continue their longstanding use of the boxer engine in the Impreza. According to
Subaru, their configuration of the engine inline with the transmission minimizes body roll due to
the lower center of gravity compared with offset engines in most other vehicles. The boxer
design provides good vibration mitigation due to the principles of a balanced engine because
the movement of each piston is largely countered by a piston in the opposing cylinder bank,
eliminating the need for a counter-weighted rotating crankshaft harmonic balancer , but with
some vibration from offsets. Torque steer is also reduced with this type of powertrain layout
since the front drive shafts are of equal length and weight. At the time of introduction, the
Japanese and European market naturally aspirated models 1. Only the WRX and regular North
American models received a conventional "full" grille until the facelift, when the regular models'
appearance was brought in line with that of the sporting models. It was the top trim level of the
Impreza wagon model with no significant mechanical or performance changes from the lower
trim levels aside from a slightly lifted suspension. Subaru found some sales success with the
Outback Sport as a smaller companion with similar ride height changes, body colors and trim
levels to the larger, more successful selling Legacy-based Outback. For the first time, the 2.
Later, the 2. Subaru discontinued the Gravel Express when the second generation Impreza was
introduced due to very limited sales. The hood-scoop found on the American Outback Sport
was non-functional but was probably included because the American and Japanese versions
were built at the same factory in Japan. The Outback Sport was offered with optional equipment,
such as a gauge pack installed on top of the dashboard, that included a digital compass,
outside temperature and barometer or altimeter readings. LX models were front-wheel drive,
and powered by a 1. GL trim levels were either front-wheel drive Subaru badged these 2WD or
all-wheel-drive badged AWD ; cars launched in had a choice of 1. From , the 1. Sport versions
had alloy wheels, and a 2. During this generation, Subaru offered a limited edition Impreza
Sports Wagon called the Casa Blanca, [8] which had a retro -inspired front and rear end
treatment, which was inspired by the popular kei car Subaru Vivio Bistro styling package and
Subaru Sambar Dias Classic. The Impreza received an external facelift for the model year,
followed by an interior redesign in , using the new redesigned dashboard from the Forester.
Subaru of North America initially offered the Impreza with the 1. The model line-up replaced the
base version with the low-content Brighton trim, also used in the Legacy model. A five-speed
manual transmission became available with the 2. Subaru later decided to emphasize all-wheel

drive in North America, making it standard on every Impreza and Legacy from onwards. To test
the waters for a full-fledged turbocharged model, Subaru showcased a turbocharged Impreza at
various car shows around the country. The vehicle was named the 2. Subsequently, the 2. A
naturally aspirated 2. The 2. Subaru adopted the name "WRX" to stand for "World Rally
eXperimental" as all WRX versions to present feature rally inspired technology, including all
wheel drive, stiffened suspensions and turbocharged four cylinder engines. The STi versions
were marketed with consecutive numbers. Another way to determine the version of a WRX was
to look at the chassis code. These models were upgraded from the standard WRX in many
categories, including blueprinted performance-tuned engines, transmissions, and suspensions.
The STi versions of the WRX were immensely successful in rallies and popular among street
racers but were only sold in the Japanese market. The center differential was a viscous
coupling type, the rear limited slip differential was a viscous type. Targeted for race and rally,
the RA versions were generally lighter in weight; featuring reduced soundproofing, manual
windows, car horn delete, no air conditioning, no anti-lock brakes , and added racing features
such as more robust engines, 5th injection, intercooler water spray and shorter gearing. Close
ratio transmission is anticipated race use, the gap between each gear is brought closer together
and a specific close ratio transmission is used. The standard WRX with chassis code between
GC8- to is picked by workers from the production line according to race teams orders and
converted to the ra model. The rear rotors were substituted from ventilated disk to solid disk.
This version of the STi was the only version where the standard cars were taken at the end of
the assembly line and replaced by STi parts. A STi version of the Type RA was also offered,
again with many amenities deleted to reduce weight and cost. This device was an
electromechanical differential that could lock the differential. It was discontinued due to very
limited sales. This car is considered the inspiration for the Subaru Forester. The model year
WRX debuted in January The V-limited cars are painted in World Rally Blue. The interior is
colored blue on the seat inserts and carpeting. In September , the WRX was updated with new
styling. Although it actually developed about PS, the output was under-reported at the
then-established gentlemen's agreement power limit of PS. Subaru in the UK released the Turbo
"Catalunya" in March , a limited production of cars again excluding car number 13 in black with
red flecks riding on gold alloy wheels. The coupe was chosen by Prodrive for use in the WRC
because it was lighter and stiffer than the sedan, although it carried the same exterior
dimensions. This car also has a water-spray nozzle to dampen the top of the intercooler. The
water will then evaporate, taking heat away from the intercooler and cooling the intake charge.
This car was produced on an order-only basis. Also, there was a WRX Type RA sedan available,
with a roof vent instead of map lights, and wind up windows, although electrics are an option
from factory. It has a WRX motor with no forged internals like the STI, and it misses out on the
four-pot front brakes as they are to be installed by rally teams. It has a roof vent and is
lightweight, making a good base for a rally car. Forged pistons were also added. The interior
and the cockpit were changed into a newer design along with the new white colored gauges. On
the release of the sales, all Japanese units sold out in from 30 minutes to 48 hours, depending
on the report. The 16 cars imported to the UK were modified by Prodrive , with longer gear
ratios, and UK specification lights. Because 50 22Bs had already been imported privately into
the UK, Subaru had to wait until to register the 16 officially imported cars under the VCA's
Single Vehicle Approval scheme. This means the displacement was increased from 2. The car
has a unique hood, front and rear fenders, a WRC-inspired front bumper and a unique
adjustable rear wing. The fenders were replaced with the 22B STi fenders. The wheels were
increased in size from the standard WRX Type R STI Version from to inches and the clutch was
upgraded to a sintered twin clutch with a ceramic disk. The origin of the name 22B has been
debated. The 22 referred to the 2. However, the B is actually a Subaru internal code for Turbo.
Mechanically the GC8F was virtually the same as its predecessor. To celebrate the return of
British driver Richard Burns to the rally team, a limited edition of Turbo "RB5" models in gray
were created in for the UK. There was also an optional Prodrive suspension pack. It featured a
unique interior, suspension upgrade, new bodykit and wheels, plus WR Sport decals and an
optional ECU upgrade. For the STI, the power stayed the same as the previous version but the
engine layout and design was made cleaner and was dubbed as the "Boxer Phase 2" engine.
The facelift the rest of the Impreza line had was also applied to the STI. The interior was also
changed slightly, including seats and steering. This model was also produced as a limited
edition. There is no change in the mechanical specifications. Added features are newly
designed alloy wheels, color-coded mirrors and door handles, remote central locking,
intermittent wipers with a timer and map lights. The STI 4 high-level wing was fitted to the
sedan, and STI-style front bucket seats and firmer suspension were also fitted. Options were
available from Subaru consisting of four-piston front brake calipers, electric Recaro seats, inch

wheels and a P1 stamped backbox. Likewise, for the STI, most of the changes were cosmetic
with the fender being sculpted to be more aggressive. The car was decked with nearly every
single part from the STI catalogue. The entire suspension was composed of STI parts. Larger in
size compared to the previous iteration, the sedan increased its width by 40 millimetres 1. The
coupe body style from the first generation did not reappear for the new series, and the off-road
appearance package that included contrasting-colored bumpers did carry over forward.
Marketed as a separate model line, this North America-only variant was, as before, badged the
Outback Sport. Naturally aspirated flat-four boxer engines comprised the 1. Turbocharged
versions of the 2. STI models featured a more powerful 2. WRX models featured a 2. Subaru
manufactured a badge engineered variant, marketed by Saab as the X for the North American
market in solely the wagon bodystyle. This badge-engineered model has been colloquially
referred to as a "Saabaru" among enthusiasts. As with the first generation, the turbocharged
STI variants were available in numerous specifications with a myriad of limited edition variants
sold. Subaru issued yearly updates to the STI, tweaking cosmetics and equipment levels, and
also improving performance and handling. Initially, the new Impreza was offered as a five-door
hatchback designated GH , with the four-door sedan designated GE introduced in This
generation also saw the discontinuation of the wagon, replaced by a new 5-door hatchback
body style. The wide-body variants of the hatchback and sedan are labelled GR and GV ,
respectively. The third series of the Impreza is slightly longer, wider and offers a longer
wheelbase. Two Subaru traditions were discontinued with the new model: the parking light
switch atop the steering column is no longer present, and for the first time the windows have
frames to improve noise, vibration, and harshness levels. Despite the increase in size, stiffness,
and safety equipment, the car's weight is similar to the previous generation. The front
suspension uses a MacPherson strut setup, while the rear features a new double wishbone
suspension. Flat-four gasoline engines in the naturally aspirated tune comprised a 1. Sales
began in several European countries from early , with the 2. Two models are available as of July
, 2. In the Japanese domestic market the range comprised the 1. Japanese dealers retailed the
hatchback initially, with the sedan body variant arriving in autumn as the Impreza Anesis. This
generation represented the first time that the Impreza was no longer in compliance with
Japanese government regulations concerning exterior dimensions. Japanese specification
models are fitted with an engine start button. Subaru Australia released the third generation
hatchback in September Naturally aspirated 2. The sedan body style came later in , paralleling
the hatchbacks's model range. North America received only the 2. Released to the United States
market for the model year, the model range consists of the 2. For , a new 2. While automatic
transmission was not available with the WRX, the 2. In the Canadian market, the base Impreza 2.
In Israel, the Impreza is denoted as the B3, and three styles are offered: the B3 1. Four-door and
five-door models are available for each engine type, ranging from the basic R class, to the
medium RX and top RXI class. Indonesian-specification versions were initially only available as
the hatchback style, with the sedan arriving in The 1. However, in Singapore and Thailand, the
Impreza 1. Safety of the car has been increased with range wide inclusion of electronic stability
control as standard in many markets. The Impreza range received a facelift in late for the model
year, gaining a new grille insert. Subaru debuted the turbocharged WRX performance variant of
the third generation series alongside the mainstream naturally aspirated models on 2 April The
main change is the airflow efficiency of the heads. Changes in the engine compartment consist
primarily of a fourth generation Legacy GT style intake manifold and intercooler. The TD04 turbo
remains from the previous generation, however it has been adjusted to fit the new intake
design. It was offered in either a five-speed manual, or 4 speed automatic. The five-speed
manual transmission was changed to the same found in the fourth-generation Legacy GT. In
contrast, curb weight of the standard Impreza model is around In Australia, the WRX is available
as a sedan or hatchback. An optional premium package adds the satellite navigation with DVD
player and 7-inch screen, leather upholstery and a sunroof. In response to criticism that the
third generation WRX suspension is too soft, and needing to keep on par with rival car
companies new releases, Subaru issued several changes in for the model year, known in the UK
as the WRX-S. Interior changes consisted of aluminum pedals, silver trim around the shifter, red
stitching on the shift boot and seats, and a red WRX logo embroidered on the driver and
passenger seat. Further changes in for the model year saw the WRX gain the wide-body shell
from the STI, as well as the addition of quad muffler tips with diffuser. Firmer rear sub-frame
bushings and wider inch wheels contribute to improved traction. The STI available in Japan is
fitted with the 2. Export markets receive the higher-displacement 2. The turbocharger directs air
through a larger top-mount intercooler which has lost the red "STI" that was on previous
generations. Furthermore, Subaru utilized aluminum suspension components for the STI.
Electronic modifications include a multi-mode electronic stability control with "normal",

"traction", and "off" modes; Subaru Intelligent-Drive SI-Drive with three modes: "intelligent",
"sport", and "sport sharp"; and multi-mode driver controlled center differential DCCD. The
DCCD is a combined mechanical and solenoid operated limited-slip differential which enables
the driver to switch between manual and automated centre differential locking. The most
noticeable feature on the STI sedan is a large rear spoiler. Australia also received the model
year STI as a sedan to complement the hatchback released in An electric sunroof, leather
upholstery, satellite navigation, and BBS wheels are standard on the spec. R, while Recaro
seats are optional. A facelift of the STI arrived in for the model year, distinguished by a new
front bumper. Tweaks to the suspensionâ€”stiffer springs, larger anti-roll bars, new pillow ball
bushings on the front lower arms, as well as wider standard tiresâ€”had the effect of improved
handling. It is a concept vehicle based on the Impreza WRX STI hatchback with upgraded
springs and shocks, revised suspension bits, lightweight spoke wheels, undisclosed engine
tweaks and a slightly reworked exterior. The vehicle was unveiled in Motorsport Japan It is a
limited units version of the Impreza WRX STI hatchback for the Japanese market, with a new set
of coilovers with retuned springs and shocks, thicker front and rear anti-roll bars, inch
aluminum wheels, white body colour, black lip spoiler, Recaro leather seats with red stitching, a
commemorative plaque on the center console, new set of door sills. It included engine,
suspension, and body parts improvement over the regular model. The ball bearing on the
turbine axle was modified to reduce friction, the ECU retuned for better response, and an
intercooler water spray fitted. The cross member, suspension and power steering were also
improved for better handling and body rigidity. An aluminum hood, laminar window glass, and a
lighter battery helped to reduce weight. The vehicle went on sale initially in Japan and
Singapore, [24] and later also in Hong Kong, and later in Thailand, Indonesia, and Australia in
The vehicles were unveiled at the British Motor Show. Subaru announced, on 10 September ,
that the S variation would not be produced, due to homologation and specification difficulties.
As the name implies, focus was given to the car's performance on public roads in its
development in order to create the best road-going car possible. As for the engine, maximum
output was increased to PS and the maximum torque to In addition, Brembo inch discs and
calipers were installed on the front and rear brakes. With regard to the exterior, aerodynamic
devices including STI front and rear under spoilers were fitted. As a result, the car could
achieve exceptional vehicle maneuverability, which made the car react smoothly to the driver's
intention. It included stiffer suspension and a thicker stabilizer bar for better handling, seven
twin-spokes gray inch alloy wheels, downgraded manual air conditioning, a four-speaker stereo
instead of climate control and speaker premium audio on the regular WRX STI. The vehicle was
unveiled at the Tokyo Auto Salon. The vehicles went on sale on 3 July Four-door sedan or
five-door hatchback versions of the fourth-generation Impreza were unveiled in at the New York
International Auto Show. There is also a bigger station wagon with different bodywork, called
the Subaru Levorg. It was first shown at the Tokyo Motor Show and went on sale in April Early
US models include a choice of a 2. Trim package included base 2. Japan models went on sale
on 20 December Remaining nearly the same size as the previous series, the new model is
lighter and more fuel efficient, plus is claimed to be better packaged. The Impreza received
longer wheelbase that provides more interior room for passengers. The Impreza hatchback rear
head-and-legroom is impressive; two adults can ride in the back of the Impreza with comfort.
Higher quality materials are fitted throughout the interior, and due to its larger exterior
dimensions as defined by Japanese government regulations , the Impreza is an upmarket
product in Japan. It is now almost exactly the same dimensions as the first and second Subaru
Legacy â€” The â€” models had an updated grille, bumper, side mirrors and increased sound
deadening. The third generation high-performance WRX variants continued in production until
new versions were released in early The WRX and WRX STI are performance trims of the
Impreza with higher output engines, firmer suspension, larger brakes, slightly resculpted body
panels, lowered ride height and larger intakes. Subaru had promised to completely move the
WRX and STi off the Impreza chassis and body to create a standalone model, but they instead
chose to simply alter the Impreza's body, and chassis and remove the Impreza name. In addition
to the regular models, Subaru also offered the Impreza Sport Hatchback in the Premium and
Limited trim levels. The so-called American Impreza Sport not to be confused with the JDM
regular hatchback with the same name has the rugged style with side spoilers, roof rack,
different style alloys, and availability of two-tone colors. However it also has the normal ground
clearance, unlike the new XV. EyeSight consists of two cameras with one on each side of the
interior rear view mirror, that use human like stereoscopic vision to judge distances and
generally keep tabs on the driver. The system can help maintain a safe distance on the highway,
a lane departure warning system , a wake up call when traffic lights change, and even keeps an
eye out for pedestrians. Autonomous cruise control system has been integrated into the

EyeSight feature as a driver safety aid. This feature is initially available only in Japan, but was
expanded to US models of other vehicles, beginning with Legacy and Outback models. Like its
predecessor, the fourth generation Impreza is also available with crossover-styled model. This
model debuted at the Frankfurt Motor Show. For the VA series WRX released in [54] for the
model year, Subaru took a different approach with the model when compared to past
generations. This time, the Impreza name was dropped in all markets in which the new model is
named simply as the WRX, as had been the case in North America with the previous model,
while in Japan it was sold as the WRX S4. The body design also took a stronger departure from
the Impreza donor model than in the past. However, the entire front end bodywork plus the rear
quarter panels were unique to the WRX. The rear doors received a subtle reskin with an
upwards kink and revised character line, but retained an otherwise identical shape. Subaru
unveiled the fifth generation model year Impreza sedan and hatchback at the New York
International Auto Show in March Japanese domestic market models went on sale on 13
October at Subaru dealerships, while the new Impreza entered the core North American and
Australian markets for the company in December In Japan, the new Impreza outsold its monthly
sales target of 2, units by more than fourfold, with 11, orders. The new Subaru Global Platform
underpins both sedan and hatch versions of the Impreza. The suspension has been set up for
better comfort, while Active Torque Vectoring in some models improves dynamics. The car is
longer and wider than the old one, with a longer wheelbase. Much of the increase in wheelbase
was used to improve front and rear-seat legroom; in the United States, Subaru now boasts that
the new Impreza has category-leading passenger room. Powering the new Subaru Impreza [57]
is a revised version of the FB20 2. This engine is sold in all markets except Europe. Subaru's
Lineartronic CVT was also improved with enhanced ratio coverage, and a 5-speed manual
transmission continues to be available. The changes made to the Impreza's 2. Subaru has rated
the new Impreza in the US market [58] with 2. Subaru's EyeSight suite of active safety functions
is available, as is a new infotainment system with both Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. The
North American model Impreza Limited is also offered with a power driver's seat for the first
time in the model's history. Although not present in the North American model, the new Impreza
is also the first car ever produced by a Japanese brand to include a pedestrian protection airbag
as standard. At the car's introduction in , it won the Car of the Year Japan Award. The Impreza
chassis has been more successful in rallying than Subaru's previous contenders. However, with
the rest of the rally competition increasingly shifting towards smaller and lighter chassis,
Subaru introduced the smaller Impreza, immediately achieving a podium on its debut on the
Lakes Rally. To jumpstart its early rally efforts, and to develop the Impreza into a competitive
rally car, Subaru teamed up with preparatory firm and British motorsports company Prodrive , in
New recruit for the following season, and World Champion, Carlos Sainz brought the Impreza its
inaugural victory on the Acropolis Rally. The Impreza brought Subaru three consecutive WRC
constructors' titles â€” , the latter season the first for the newly introduced World Rally Car
class and a driver's championship for McRae in , the late Richard Burns in , and the Norwegian,
Petter Solberg in Unfortunately, the team had several major problems with reliability as the car
experienced mechanical difficulties in almost every rally from its first. Subaru debuted an
Impreza WRC in hatchback form for the first time from the Acropolis Rally onwards, on which
event Solberg scored a second-place finish. On 16 December Subaru announced that it would
withdraw from the World Rally Championship due to economic problems. Also, there are still
several teams using Subaru models in the Intercontinental Rally Challenge. Possum Bourne
won the Silverstone Race to the Sky in From to , the Cusco team entered into the Super GT
championship using an Impreza, being the only team to do so using a 4WD car. The Alcan
Winter Rally was won by a Subaru Impreza winning first in its class and taking first place in the
overall race, continuing the winning tradition begun with the Legacy in Hitoshi Goto won the
Super Taikyu Series , finishing on the podium in every race. From Wikipedia, the free
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BT. LCCN : sh The Subaru Impreza sedan and hatchback impress with their roomy interiors and
standard all-wheel drive. Both Subaru body styles have anonymous styling and fail to preserve
fuel as well as other compact cars. Still, the Impreza has a playful driving demeanor that
transcends many alternatives thanks to its quick steering and assured composure. Power
comes from an anemic flat-four-cylinder engine that can be paired with a manual transmission,
but it's one of the few that we'd avoid due to its imprecise action. Those looking for popular
driver-assistance options and infotainment features will appreciate the small Subie's
well-stocked roster. Although the Impreza is far from perfect, it does have a handful of desirable
qualities. For , the Impreza only receives a couple changes. The rear spoiler on the Sport
hatchback now features Crystal Black Silica end pieces. More notably, the Premium model now
comes with the engine performance management system called SI-Drive , which can be
controlled via switches on the steering wheel. We like the added practicality of the hatchback
Impreza more than the sedan body style. We also think the Premium model provides the best
mix of features and value. It comes standard with steering-wheel-mounted paddle shifters,
heated front seats, a host of driver assists adaptive cruise control, lane-keeping assist, and
more as well as an enhanced infotainment system that includes SiriusXM satellite radio, an
extra USB port, and integrated smartphone apps. The lone option pack is also worth adding, as
it brings blind-spot monitoring with rear cross-traffic alert, passive hands-free entry and
push-button start, a power-adjustable driver's seat, and a sunroof. The Impreza is a tortoise in a
class of hares, with a four-cylinder engine that makes horsepower and lb-ft of torque. With little
low-end punch, the Impreza requires considerable goading to keep the engine where it needs to
be to make power. Although the five-speed manual transmission on our Impreza Sport sedan
performed less lethargically at our test track compared with the CVT of our long-term Sport
hatch. The Impreza comes standard with all-wheel drive. The Impreza strikes a near-perfect
balance between ride and handling. The body doesn't lean in turns and the quick steering gives
the compact car an additional sense of verve. We found the Impreza Sport's relatively firm brake
pedal and short stopping distance during emergency-braking situations to be exemplary for the
class. Choose any Impreza with the continuously variable automatic transmission CVT , and
you'll be thoroughly impressed with this all-wheel-drive compact car's fuel economy. Opt for the

manual transmission, though, and you'll visit your local gas station more frequently. The most
efficient Impreza earns EPA ratings of 28 mpg city and 36 mpg highway; the least efficientâ€”a
hatchback with a manual transmissionâ€”is rated for 22 mpg city and 30 mpg highway. Our
manual-equipped Impreza Sport sedan was particularly inefficient, managing 30 mpg in our
real-world highway fuel-economy test. For context, the nonhybrid Toyota Corolla managed an
impressive 41 mpg, albeit with an automatic transmission. The Impreza's interior may be short
on style, but it is tops in its design. Easy-to-read gauges, simple controls, and an intuitive
climate-control system make the Impreza easy to operate. Additionally, the Impreza's cabin
benefits from soft-touch plastics, cushy armrests, and impressive fit and finish. Its interior
space is class competitive, and taller drivers will appreciate the model's ample front-seat
legroom. The cargo areas of both the Impreza sedan and hatchback are on the smaller side of
the class. Limited storage cubbies within the Impreza's cabin means that there are few places to
store smaller personal items. While base and Premium-level models feature a 6. Both systems
boast logical menu structures and crisp graphics. Key safety features include:. The Impreza's
warranty is average for this group of competitors. Buyers who value extensive warranty
coverage would be wise to look at the Hyundai Elantra or the Kia Forte. Displacement: cu in, cc
Power: hp rpm Torque: lb-ft rpm. More Features and Specs. New Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type
keyword s to search. View Photos. Eric Stafford. More on the Subaru Impreza. The Car and
Driver Difference. Expand Collapse. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. More From
Subaru. The Subaru Impreza offers two body styles: sedan and hatchback. Both come standard
with all-wheel drive, which could be appealing if you live in a cold-weather region and need the
extra traction. Furthering the niche appeal here is the car's available manual transmission. Few
automakers bother to offer one these days, so credit to Subaru for keeping the flame alive for
people who enjoy the more tactile feeling of a clutch and manual shifter. In other aspects,
however, the Impreza is pretty average. So is the Impreza for you? Read our full Edmunds rating
of the Impreza to see how it rates in regard to performance, comfort, utility and more. The
Subaru Impreza is available as a sedan or a four-door hatchback. Features on the four trims are
broadly similar for both body styles. The four trims available are the base , Premium , Sport and
Limited. Base The Impreza starts you out with:. Subaru's EyeSight suite of driver aids is
available on the base Impreza and standard on the Premium and above. It includes:. Premium
and Sport trims are also available with blind-spot monitoring with rear cross-traffic alert and a
sunroof. Sport and Limited models have the option of the sunroof plus a Harman Kardon stereo.
Be the first to write a review. Much like the Impreza, the Mazda 3 is offered in both sedan and
hatchback configurations. The Mazda 3 doesn't come standard with all-wheel drive like the
Impreza, but Mazda does offer it as an option on certain trim levels. The Mazda 3 is also more
refined on the inside. In the Impreza's favor is its more spacious rear seating. Read Edmunds'
long-term road test of the Mazda 3. Some shoppers might pass up the Honda Civic because it
doesn't offer all-wheel drive before even giving it a chance. But if you don't need the all-weather
capability, the Civic is our favorite small car. It's spacious and refined and comes as both a
sedan and a hatchback. Its turbocharged engine has more power and better fuel economy too. If
you're looking for a bit of driving fun in an affordable package, the Kia Forte specifically in the
GT trim is a great place to start your search. The Forte doesn't offer all-wheel drive, but it does
have a spacious trunk, an easy-to-use interior interface, and lots of features for the money. It
rides a bit stiff compared to the Subaru, however. Available styles include 4dr Hatchback AWD
2. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Subaru Impreza and all its trim types.
Edmunds consumer reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to
understand what other drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating
breakdowns including performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and
reliability are available as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why
customers like the Impreza. Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and
reviews for the Subaru Impreza and all model years in our database. Our rich content includes
expert reviews and recommendations for the Impreza featuring deep dives into trim levels and
features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings,
road test and performance data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and
more. This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers.
Our team drives every car you can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating
how they drive and comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like
you, so we pay attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to
know if there's enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our
favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car
that fits your life. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from
our massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used

vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Subaru Impreza. Edmunds has deep data on over 6
million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and
specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Home Subaru Subaru Impreza. Select year - New - New. Select a
type Hatchback Sedan. Other years. Pros Standard all-wheel drive Roomy cabin is quiet and
comfortable Plenty of advanced driver safety features Available manual transmission for those
who want to row their own gears Cons Slow and noisy acceleration Lower-quality interior
materials compared to many rivals Hard to match fuel economy estimates in the real world
What's new Premium trim level now comes with Subaru's SI-Drive engine management Part of
the fifth Impreza generation introduced for The Impreza is roomy and provides extra
wet-weather traction because of its standard all-wheel-drive system. But the engine and
transmission are a bit of a letdown. The weak engine is one of the Impreza's biggest failings. Its
mph time of 9. Passing on the highway or merging into traffic requires more time and planning
than it should. It's not all bad news. The brakes are firm and easy to control, meaning you can
bring the car to a smooth stop with ease. The steering is quick and responsive without feeling
unsettled, and it's sportier relative to the steering in most competitors. Body roll is well
controlled, and standard all-wheel drive helps the Impreza feel more sure-footed than some
other small sedans. With a relatively quiet and smooth ride, the Impreza is a breeze to drive on
the highway. It's comfortable and compliant without feeling too soft or floaty. There's no wind
noise, but the continuously variable automatic transmission does result in some unpleasant
whine. The seats are comfortable and well bolstered even if they are a bit on the firm side for
long road trips. The rear seats are flat but comfortable. The available automatic climate control
is easy to operate, but the vents aren't well placed. A couple of the main air vents are right next
to the steering wheel, right where you would grip, unfortunately cooling your fingers quicker
than the cabin. The Impreza's interior is definitely functional. The controls are clear and easy to
use, and the secondary screen on the top of the dash is more useful than it may seem at first.
The Impreza is easy to see out of, especially in hatchback form. There's plenty of room for
passengers, though those over 6 feet tall might find the rear seats a little tight. The large door
openings make it easy to get in and out. The steering wheel tilts and telescopes, offering plenty
of adjustment for drivers of any size or shape. The touchscreen is laid out much like a
smartphone homescreen. It's familiar, easy to see and understand, and responsive to touch
inputs. The navigation command structure is simple, and finding points of interest is easy. But
the stereo's speaker quality and max volume could be better. The EyeSight system's adaptive
cruise control works well. It maintains a proper distance and doesn't slam on the brakes when
you get cut off or follow too far behind. The lane keeping assist system also works well.
Between the two available Impreza bodies â€” sedan and hatchback â€” we'd recommend the
hatch. The sedan has limited trunk space compared to class leaders such as the Honda Civic
and the Mazda 3. Storage for small items is fine, but some competitors do better. There are
plenty of cupholders, all capable of fitting a standard water bottle or soda can. Child seat
accommodation is excellent. The latches are easy to access, and you'll find three anchor points
behind the rear seat. The roomy interior means there's a good amount of room for bulky
rear-facing child seats. That's right on target for the segment's top competitors. But real-world
fuel economy is disappointing; our test Impreza struggled to yield even 28 mpg. In lower trim
levels, the Impreza is a good way to get all-wheel drive without a big price premium. But as you
move up the trim-level ladder, the rising cost makes the Subaru a less compelling offering. The
interior isn't as nice as what you'll find in some other small sedans, and no features help the
Impreza stand out in the class. It's certainly a plus that the Impreza is one of the few cars in the
class with all-wheel drive. But the lackluster engine reduces desirability. The Impreza is simply
too slow compared to some rivals. It's a good car but lacks the desirability of the class leaders.
Check out the Impreza's midlevel Premium trim. Tech-savvy buyers will want to consider the
Sport or Limited trim level for the upgraded 8-inch infotainment system. Base The Impreza

starts you out with: Four-cylinder engine horsepower Five-speed manual transmission or
continuously variable automatic CVT All-wheel drive inch steel wheels with wheel covers Cruise
control Cloth upholstery Power windows and door locks 6. Read more. Find savings on the
Impreza for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all Impreza lease offers. Sponsored cars
related to the Impreza. Trending topics in reviews. Subaru EyeSight Bundles several driver aids,
including adaptive cruise control, emergency braking and lane keeping assist. Reverse
Automatic Braking Applies the brakes automatically if a collision is deemed imminent while
reversing. Side Impact Test Good. Subaru Impreza vs. Mazda 3 Much like the Impreza, the
Mazda 3 is offered in both sedan and hatchback configurations. People who viewed this also
viewed 4. Related Impreza Articles. The Edmunds experts tested the Impreza both on the road
and at the track, giving it a 7. You probably care about Subaru Impreza fuel economy, so it's
important to know that the Impreza gets an EPA-estimated 26 mpg to 31 mpg, depending on the
configuration. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about carrying stuff in your
new car, keep in mind that the Impreza has And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more.
To determine whether the Subaru Impreza is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer
reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the Impreza. Look for
specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the Impreza's
average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're
wondering whether the Subaru Impreza is a good car. Edmunds' expert testing team reviewed
the Impreza and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature availability
should all be factors in determining whether the Impreza is a good car for you. Other versions
include: 4dr Sedan AWD 2. If you're interested in the Subaru Impreza, the next question is,
which Impreza model is right for you? Impreza variants include 4dr Sedan AWD 2. What do
people think of the Subaru Impreza? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled
a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Subaru Impreza and all model years in our
database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team
of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for a New Subaru Impreza? Which Subaru Imprezas
are available in my area? Can't find a new Subaru Imprezas you want in your area? Consider a
broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I lease or buy a Subaru Impreza? Check out
Subaru lease specials. Sign Up. Get price. Our verdict. How does the Impreza drive? How
comfortable is the Impreza? How economical is the Impreza? Is the Impreza a good value? A
majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly
hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

