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enter a display name. Cancel Change Name. If you're willing to overlook its age, the Volkswagen
Passat is a roomy, comfortable sedan that offers a pleasing number of features for the money.
You see, while Volkswagen has made a variety of updates for , including a new interior design
and materials, a mildly restyled exterior, and an updated engine, this is still pretty much the
same Passat that debuted all the way back for the model year. Most of these changes are
welcome. New this year are higher-quality interior materials, an updated instrument panel and 6.
Under the hood is the Passat's long-running turbocharged 2. VW did make a few power tweaks
this year that help make the Passat feel a little more lively when accelerating. Alas, the Passat's
formerly optional V6 engine, which offered great sound and power, is unfortunately no longer
available. As before, power reaches the front wheels through a six-speed automatic
transmission. The Passat's comfort-over-performance ethos remains core to the model. It rides
smoothly on the highway and has a roomy interior and big trunk. As a basic "get the job done"
kind of sedan, the Passat delivers. But ask for more, whether it be stirring performance, the
latest technology features or a fresh design, and this aging sedan comes up short. Every trim
uses the same turbocharged 2. The engine is rated at horsepower and lb-ft of torque. The S trim
comes with basic amenities including LED headlights, inch wheels, cloth upholstery, Bluetooth,
and a 6. Standard safety equipment includes blind-spot monitoring and forward collision
warning with automatic emergency braking. The SE gets you features such as simulated leather
upholstery, heated front seats, a power-adjustable driver's seat, dual-zone climate control,
remote start and traffic-adaptive cruise control. A sunroof becomes optional at this trim level.
Stepping up to the R-Line brings inch wheels and sporty exterior styling details. It also adds a
multifunction display in the instrument cluster and the sunroof. A lane-keeping assist safety
system is also included. Finally, there's the Passat SEL , which gets you real leather upholstery,
heated outboard rear seats, a memory function for the driver's seat, an integrated navigation
system, and a premium nine-speaker Fender premium system. I bought my new Passat SE in
September. I had wanted a Passat for some time. I chose the Platinum Gray Metallic color. The
car is very roomy with lots of legroom even in the rear seating area. There are many safety
features; lane keeping assist, blind spot monitoring, backup camera, adaptive cruise control,
etc. To my surprise, my car insurance premium actually went down because of them. I like the
engine temperature guage which my Jetta didn't have and the torque converted 6 speed
automatic transmission. The gas pedal is very responsive and the power from the 2. Brakes are
very responsive. The car handles well and has the typical German car feel. I have done better
than the 34 mpg highway mileage rating of 34 mpg. I average 36 on the highway and 32mpg in
and around town. My only dislike is that it does not have a CD player, but the Apple Carplay
feature helps to make up for that. I intend to cut the oil change interval in half and change the oil
every miles. It is important to use synthetic oil in turbo motors. I hope to keep this car for a long
time. I had a Passat that I hated when I first drove it. But then I adjusted the steering wheel, and
seat, and thought, oh. When I bought it, I felt terrible driving it home. It felt like a cheap rental
car. But then I got used to it, and I loved it. Ditto this one. I love the motor. So much fun to drive.
But it does shake when it warms up. Salesman says his Jetta does the same thing. You can nit
pick this car, but the gestalt of the experience supplants that for me. The sum is greater than the
individual pieces. I have owned the car for just over 3 weeks. I now have miles on it, having
taken a trip to Florida last week. There are some pluses. The air conditioning is ice cold. The
gas mileage on the highway is better than the ratings. The standard radio is impressive for its
sound quality. The car does have long legs, and highway miles go by easily. But had I known of
the issues I have encountered, I never would have purchased the car. The alignment is off,
pulling the car to the right. I had already driven another Passat at a different dealer, and
honestly did not think I would have any issues, so I did not test drive this car. I wanted to have
the alignment looked into when I was in Florida, but the dealer told me that all costs would have

to be covered by me. Needless to say, I did not go that route. Once back home, I had to call VW
Cares to set up an appointment at the selling dealer to have it looked at. This is to be done
tomorrow. The grille is not aligned properly. The gaps between it and the hood and headlights
differ from side to side. Yet relative to the bumper, things look okay. The passenger side rear
door is not aligned flush with the fender or the front door, standing proud of the fender, and set
a bit deeper than the front door. The driver's side is fine. The car does not have a sunroof. Yet it
was built with the control wheel in the headliner, which operates the sunroof. Sealant
applications under the hood and in the trunk area are sloppy and clearly not applied in a
controlled manner. Dash creaks have surfaced. The driver's door and trunk sound like an old
screen door hinge that has not been lubricated in years when they are opened and closed. In
short, I have to believe that quality controls or tooling on the assembly line in Chattanooga are
sadly lacking. Oh, and this car was built shortly after the factory re-opened following the
pandemic shutdown. So, I consider mine to be a Covid vehicle. I worked in a production
environment, and I know how factories were re-started, with smaller crews, putting operators in
positions that they were not familiar with. My guess is that a car built earlier in the model run
would have been superior. Transmission shifts erratically and has many features that are very
complicated! Write a review. See all 6 reviews. The Honda Accord is our top-rated midsize
sedan because of its incredibly well-rounded character. No other sedan in this class offers the
Accord's combination of competent handling, comfortable and roomy interior, build quality,
safety features and powertrain options. The aging Passat will not replace the Accord at the top,
but it has enough positive qualities to keep it competitive. Read our long-term test of the
current-generation Accord here. The Hyundai Sonata is all-new for and is one of the most
distinctively styled sedans out right now. Unlike the Passat, it's on the cutting edge of
technology in the class, including features such as a remote parking assistant and the ability to
use your smartphone in place of a key. From a driving refinement standpoint, the Sonata is a
little nicer too. The A4 is quicker, handles better, and is more luxurious than the Passat. You
also get superior technology features. But its interior provides less space for passengers and
its trunk is smaller. Of course, you'll pay more to get an A4, but it's worth it. The Volkswagen
Passat is offered in the following submodels: Passat Sedan. Available styles include R-Line 4dr
Sedan 2. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Volkswagen Passat and all its
trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the Passat 3. Edmunds consumer reviews allow users
to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other drivers are saying about
any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including performance, comfort, value,
interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available as well to provide shoppers
with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the Passat. Edmunds experts have
compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Volkswagen Passat and all model years
in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and recommendations for the Passat
featuring deep dives into trim levels and features, performance, mpg, safety, interior, and
driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test and performance data, long-term road
tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team drives every car you can buy. We put
the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they drive and comparing them in detail
to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so we pay attention to all the different
ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if there's enough room for our families
and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors
want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits your life. Simply research the type of
car you're interested in and then select a car from our massive database to find cheap vehicles
for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the
AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for
the Volkswagen Passat. Edmunds has deep data on over 6 million new, used, and certified
pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and specs information like: MSRP,
average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and maintenance , features
upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise control, parking
assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires, wheel type, tire
size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to compare
vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior features,
specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating, and color.
Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is
the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher
monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the
other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're
someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches. My

notifications My Account. Home Volkswagen Volkswagen Passat. Photos Select year - New New. Other years. Pros Ride quality is quiet, cushy and comfortable Back seat and trunk are
roomy Quality sound from optional Fender audio system Cons Touchscreens are smaller than
those in competitors Transmission's sluggish shifting hinders performance Driving
engagement is pretty dull What's new Refreshed exterior styling and updated interior More
torque from turbocharged four-cylinder Added driving assistants and luxury features A
refreshed version of the fourth Passat generation that debuted in While the Volkswagen Passat
lacks personality and style, there's still a lot to like. It's comfortable and spacious, and it packs
in some of the segment's best tech and driver aids. The interior is one of the biggest in the
class, and the smooth ride and quiet interior remind you of its German origins. We just wish it
was a little more fun to drive â€” the lackluster powertrain could use more power and
refinement. It's acceptable but nothing exceptional. The engine lacks punch, making the Passat
one of the slowest vehicles in its class. And unlike much of the competition, there's no optional
engine to improve performance. There's a delay when you step on the gas, and the
transmission is eager to upshift, furthering the sense that there's just not much sizzle here. The
Passat feels sluggish when passing on the highway. Another issue is braking performance. In
our testing we found the Passat's panic-stopping distances to be longer than average for a
midsize sedan. An uneven pedal response makes coming to a smooth stop somewhat
frustrating too. The situation is a little better when the road bends. Around turns, the Passat is
smooth and composed. The steering lacks feedback, but it's light and quick, making it relatively
easy to park and maneuver in tight spaces. Volkswagen errs on the side of plush. It delivers on
comfort with a smooth ride that tunes out most imperfections in the road. Some drivers may
prefer a firmer and sportier ride, but the Passat is plenty comfortable for the daily drive. The
wide and supportive front seats help too. You might want more substantial padding from the
Passat's seats, but the "relaxed-fit" shape still does a decent job of keeping you planted around
turns. The dual-zone climate control works great, with powerfully cold air conditioning and
vents for rear passengers. The fans can be on the loud side when cranked up, but not
obnoxiously so. Otherwise the Passat is relatively quiet with just a bit of tire noise on uneven
surfaces. The Passat wins big on interior space, with plenty of room for both front and rear
occupants. Legroom is particularly generous, except the center console can rub on the driver's
knee. The long doors make getting in and out a breeze, though it might be tight in narrow
parking spots. The seat and steering wheel offer a good amount of adjustment, a boon for both
short and tall drivers. Decently sized windows and narrow roof pillars make it easy to see out of
too. The controls aren't as well sorted. While there are dedicated physical buttons for the
climate system and shortcuts to the major menus for the touchscreen, the display itself is low
and partially blocked by your hand when driving. It also forces you to take your eyes off the
wheel for longer than we'd prefer. That said, the system infotainment system is easy to use. The
menu structure is straightforward and easy to figure out without pulling out the manual.
Integrated navigation is only available on the top-tier SEL trim. It's easy to program and has
on-screen controls that hide when you don't need them. Volkswagen also allows you to connect
to your smartphone to check the fuel level or remotely start the car. We also like the Fender
audio system's clean and bassy sound. Only lackluster voice controls hold it back. The driver
aids work well, with the adaptive cruise maintaining a decent gap in traffic and holding speeds
downhill. The blind-spot monitor works well too, but the overly sensitive parking sensors were
annoying. We also had an issue with the backup camera not always turning on. The spacious
interior also means plenty of space for cargo too. Up front, there are a few sizable bins and
cubbies on the dash and in front of the shifter for small items. The doors have decent-size
pockets for most water bottles. Installing a car seat is relatively easy thanks to wide door
openings, a big back seat and easily accessible LATCH anchors. Even larger rear-facing seats
should fit fine without sacrificing front-seat room. That's generally good but well behind the
class leaders. That said, we saw The price of a fully loaded Passat is right in line with the
four-cylinder competition, and you get a lot of features and space for the price. The Passat is
missing a few features available in the competition such as ventilated seats and a more
powerful engine, but for the most part it's a well-equipped sedan. The interior isn't nearly as
nice or premium as you'll find elsewhere, but the fit and finish is solid. Our test car had no
noticeable build-quality issues. That's roughly on par with the class. The Passat lacks the
charm and personality you'll find in the competition, or even older Volkswagens. VW's been
running the same styling theme for a while now, so your new Passat won't look much different
than your neighbor's old one. That might be fine if it was more fun to drive, but again the Passat
fails to set itself apart from the crowd. Among the four trim levels available, we say go with the
SE trim. It provides a solid mix of features, such as a power driver's seat, simulated leather
upholstery and traffic-adaptive cruise control, without costing too much. Read more. Find

savings on the Passat for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all Passat lease offers.
Sponsored cars related to the Passat. Most helpful consumer reviews 5 out of 5 stars, Roomy
and Comfy! Blind-Spot Monitor Uses rear radar sensors to warn the driver of vehicles in
adjacent lanes. Also illuminates an icon on the side mirror when a vehicle enters the blind spot.
Lane Keeping Assist Applies countersteering to nudge the vehicle back into its lane if the car
drifts over lane markers without a turn signal being activated. Side Impact Test Good.
Volkswagen Passat vs. Honda Accord The Honda Accord is our top-rated midsize sedan
because of its incredibly well-rounded character. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Related
Passat Articles. The Edmunds experts tested the Passat both on the road and at the track,
giving it a 7. You probably care about Volkswagen Passat fuel economy, so it's important to
know that the Passat gets an EPA-estimated 27 mpg. What about cargo capacity? When you're
thinking about carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that the Passat has And then there's
safety and reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Volkswagen Passat is reliable, read
Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to
live with the Passat. Look for specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be
sure to compare the Passat's average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a
lot to consider if you're wondering whether the Volkswagen Passat is a good car. Edmunds'
expert testing team reviewed the Passat and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo
capacity and feature availability should all be factors in determining whether the Passat is a
good car for you. Other versions include: R-Line 4dr Sedan 2. If you're interested in the
Volkswagen Passat, the next question is, which Passat model is right for you? Passat variants
include R-Line 4dr Sedan 2. What do people think of the Volkswagen Passat? Edmunds Expert
Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the
Volkswagen Passat and all model years in our database. Our Review Process This review was
written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for
a New Volkswagen Passat? Which Volkswagen Passats are available in my area? Can't find a
new Volkswagen Passats you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust
Edmunds? Should I lease or buy a Volkswagen Passat? Check out Volkswagen lease specials.
Sign Up. Get price. Our verdict. How does the Passat drive? How comfortable is the Passat?
How economical is the Passat? Is the Passat a good value? The monthly payment is based on
the price of this vehicle assuming it is financed. If you choose to lease, you can also use the
payment calculator to determine your lease terms. Unlike other websites and magazines, our
ratings are not based solely on a singular road test, but rather a more encompassing batch of
criteria: quality, safety, comfort, performance, fuel economy, reliability history and value. When
comparing vehicles using our Rating System, it's important to note that the rating earned by
each vehicle correlates only to the models within its class. Only the most exceptional vehicles
achieve this rating. Very good and close to being the best vehicle in its class. Decent, but not
quite the best. Often affordable, but lacking key features found in vehicles of the same class.
Not recommended, and lacking attributes a car buyer would come to expect for the price. The
Volkswagen Passat receives additional standard equipment following last year's total redesign.
All models now come with adaptive cruise control and a leather-wrapped steering wheel and
shift knob. The mid-level SE gains a sunroof and inch wheels, while the sporty R-Line gets
adaptive front lighting with automatic high beams. The leather-appointed SEL model departs.
Every Passat carries a 2. A six-speed automatic transmission sends power to front wheels. The
Passat is a midsize sedan with plenty of room for five. At The Passat comes with standard
adaptive cruise control, blind-spot monitoring with rear cross-traffic alert, and front collision
mitigation with automatic emergency braking and pedestrian detection. Moving up to the SE
brings active lane-keeping assist, and the R-Line adds adaptive headlights with automatic high
beams. The standard infotainment system features a 6. The R-Line gets a nine-speaker Fender
sound system with HD radio, navigation, and an 8-inch touchscreen. The S offers cloth
upholstery, manual seats and climate control, heated side mirrors with memory, LED headlights
and taillights, and inch alloy wheels. The interior looks more polished this year thanks to the
addition of leather trim on the steering wheel, shift knob, and brake handle. The SE gets a
leatherette interior with automatic dual-zone climate control, a power driver seat, and heated
front seats. Other upgrades include remote start, a sunroof, and inch wheels. The R-Line takes
on a sportier look with a unique front bumper, a rear sport valance, special badging, and inch
two-tone wheels. Buyers also get automatic wipers, ambient interior lighting, and the upgraded
infotainment system. The Volkswagen Passat SE provides popular family car features at a
friendly price. That makes it our pick unless you can't live without the R-Line's navigation and
larger touchscreen. We have partnered with trusted dealers in your area to give you a great
price on the new Volkswagen Passat. This is how it works:. We have information you must know
before you buy the Passat. We want to send it to you, along with other pricing insights. I agree

to receive emails from CarsDirect. I understand that I can unsubscribe at any time. We will not
spam you, and will never sell your email. Privacy Policy. Saved Vehicles 0 Saved Searches 0.
Cars Direct. Volkswagen Passat Volkswagen Passat. Est Monthly Loan. Style: - 2. Incentives
Incentives that help lower the selling price of a vehicle. Money Factor Represents the interest
charged on a lease. May require top-tier credit to qualify for the best rates. Get Custom Lease
Quote Reset. Style: 2. CarsDirect Target Price. Expert Rating. You can interpret our ratings in
the following way: 5-Star: Outstanding vehicle. Simply does not deserve to be on the road. John
Diether. What's New The Volkswagen Passat receives additional standard equipment following
last year's total redesign. Engine Choices Every Passat carries a 2. This setup is EPA-rated at
23 miles per gallon city, 34 mpg highway, and 27 combined. Passenger and Cargo Capacity The
Passat is a midsize sedan with plenty of room for five. Safety Features The Passat comes with
standard adaptive cruise control, blind-spot monitoring with rear cross-traffic alert, and front
collision mitigation with automatic emergency braking and pedestrian detection. Connectivity
The standard infotainment system features a 6. Wireless device charging isn't available on the
Passat. Price It New. Get Lease Quote. See Used Passat Listings. Buying With CarsDirect We
have partnered with trusted dealers in your area to give you a great price on the new
Volkswagen Passat. Use the CarsDirect Target Price as a tool in your negotiation. The dealer
will help you with financing or leasing, as well as trade-in options. Insider Information We have
information you must know before you buy the Passat. Your Email Submit. The Passat features
the choice of three engines. TDI-equipped models get a hp turbo-diesel 4-cylinder engine, while
top-of-the-range 3. The 1. It manages 28 mpg combined, two better than the old 2. The VR6 is
the performance pick of the lineup; it's especially strong, smooth and responsive. But the TDI
has the potential to put smiles on lots of faces; with an EPA highway fuel economy rating of 43
mpg and an astonishing pound-feet of peak torque, which means this engine also has power to
making highway passing and long uphill grades seem easy. The new Passat's large cabin is
spacious and feels airy, enhanced by an instrument panel that is designed to yield much of the
space to the driver and front seat passenger. The backseat is very generously sized--with
enough headroom and legroom for most adults--and getting in and out is easy. A Bluetooth
hands-free interface, air conditioning, remote locking, power accessories, a trip computer,
steering-wheel controls and a 6-speaker CD sound system are all standard. The SE model adds
leatherette upholstery, a power driver's seat, heated front seats, power heated side mirrors, an
upgraded sound system with touch screen and inch alloy wheels. SEL models bring a much
more upscale look and feel with footwell lighting, added chrome trim, sport seats, a backseat
ski pass-through and a navigation system. The SEL Premium model gets fog lamps, seat
memory settings, push-button start and full leather upholstery. Top 3. All Passat models include
six standard airbags--including side-curtain airbags that cover front and rear occupants--plus
standard electronic stability control, anti-lock brakes and hydraulic brake assist. It's got super
old bones and that comes through in every part of the experience. But spin it another way and
there's one way in which the Passat really, truly excels. The Passat is the perfect car for
ride-hailing drivers. It's got tons of room for passengers and a massive trunk for airport runs. It
has hard-wearing leatherette seats and not especially luxurious carpets, so it'll be easy to keep
clean. It gets decent gas mileage and also has a giant fuel tank, so its cruising range is epic.
Imagine for a moment you're a driver for Uber or Lyft -- all of these qualities are desirable, right?
Let's break these qualities down in a bit more detail, beginning with the drivetrain. The Passat is
only available with a 2. You're not going to blow anyone's doors off with those numbers, but
they move the midsize sedan around with sufficient confidence. The 2. Otherwise, check out
one of its rivals. Bold design will only get Hyundai's new compact electric crossover so far as it
goes head to head with some tough competition. VW plans to use Microsoft's expertise to build
a cloud-based platform for future autonomous technologies and driver-assist systems. The
automaker will specifically take a look at the budding industry in China and said it plans to
explore the sector and investigate possible partners. Volkswagen Passat. Roadshow
Volkswagen Passat The Passat features the choice of three engines. Continue Reading. Model
Year Editors' Rating. Performance 6. Features 6. Design 6. Media 6. Golf GTI. Jetta GLI.
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Hyundai Ioniq 5 vs. Electric Cars by Antuan Goodwin 14 hrs ago. Car Industry by Andrew Krok
Feb 12, Microsoft and Volkswagen will collaborate on self-driving car software VW plans to use
Microsoft's expertise to build a cloud-based platform for future autonomous technologies and
driver-assist systems. Auto Tech by Sean Szymkowski Feb 11, Volkswagen wants in on the

flying taxi buzz The automaker will specifically take a look at the budding industry in China and
said it plans to explore the sector and investigate possible partners. Car Industry by Sean
Szymkowski Feb 9, VW Group will handle self-driving car development in-house, report says It's
targeting Waymo as the benchmark for self-driving success. Auto Tech by Kyle Hyatt Feb 2,
Volkswagen's EV platform will set sail to help create solar-electric boats Who would've guessed
this kind of cooperation would form in the EV era? Car Industry by Sean Szymkowski Jan 26,
Electric Cars by Sean Szymkowski Jan 21, More News. Best cars See all.

